
You Matter

Scripture:  Judges 12:1-15
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  2 Tim. 1:8-10

Passage Begins So we left Jephthah after he sin in making a vow to 
sacrifice a human who turned out to be his daughter.  
—He not only sinned in making the vow but he sinned 
when he went through with the sacrifice.  
——He made the wrong sacrifice and gave God the 
wrong thing.  God wanted Jephthah’s heart as a 
sacrifice nothing else.   
———So we pick up the story after Jephthah had made 
this terrible sacrifice to God.  What will happen now?  
————Will Jephthah turn to God to guide Israel?  
 

1 Then the men of Ephraim were summoned, and 
they crossed to Zaphon and said to Jephthah, 
“Why did you cross over to fight against the sons 
of Ammon without calling us to go with you? We 
will burn your house down on you.”

The Ephraimites had an issue with Jephthah.  
—We have heard of the Ephraimites before and in with 
almost the same argument.  
——They came to Gideon and said the same thing.   
———Judges 8:1, “Then the men of Ephraim said to 
him, “What is this thing you have done to us, not calling 
us when you went to fight against Midian?” And they 
contended with him vigorously.”
————They went further with Jephthah that with 
Gideon.  They threatened to burn his house down and 
kill him.  
—————Now I don’t profess to be a military thinker or 
one who understands military strategy but I know not to 
throw a rock at a bee hive.  The Ephraimmites did not 
know this.  
——————In their jealousy and hurt self-image they 
did not understand what they were about to get into.  
———————This once again shows the Ephraimites 
hearts and self absorption.    
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Now, this might not be what most people would get from 
this passage but God gifted this point to me this week.  
—Tell about seeing Geoff at the conference.  Geoff 
brought great joy to my heart, he was like a light shining, 
and I felt rest just by seeing him.  
——Now, some of us have had that experience but we 
can also have the opposite experience.   
———Meaning at the sight of someone we can not have 
the things mentioned above but more of a burden on our 
heart, darkness, and exhaustion.  
————You see the Ephraimites where the second list 
of people.
—————They caused their fellow Israelites burden on 
their hearts, darkness, and their attitude and self-
importance was exhausting.   
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The point is we have the potential to brighten someone’s 
day.  
—We have the opportunities to be light to people.  
—We have the opportunity to be rest for other.   
—Are we taking these opportunities?  Are we being gifts 
to others or are we being burdens?  
——READ: Eph. 4:32, “Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also 
has forgiven you.”
———Tender-hearted people are people who are gifts.  
——READ: John 13:34-35, “A new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another.
35 “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”
———Jesus commands us to be good to each other.  
————If we can’t bring light, rest, and joy to each 
other how are we going to bring those things to the lost?  
——READ: 1 John 4:20, “If someone says, “I love 
God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who 
does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot 
love God whom he has not seen.
———If we can’t be light, rest, and a source of joy for 
our fellow believers then we can’t be these things for 
God.  
——READ: Rom. 12:10, “Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;
———We are supposed to be devoted to one another 
giving preference to one another.  
————This is not the human normal.  We want other 
to honor us and to give us our preferences.  
—————Ephraim was seeing their own honor, their 
own glory, their own preferences and became a burden, 
a dark spot in Israel’s history, and exhausting.   
——————We can not be these things to one another.  
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   2 Jephthah said to them, “I and my people were at 
great strife with the sons of Ammon; when I called 
you, you did not deliver me from their hand.

3 “When I saw that you would not deliver me, I atook 
my life in my hands and crossed over against the 
sons of Ammon, and the Lord gave them into my 
hand. Why then have you come up to me this day 
to fight against me?”

4 Then Jephthah gathered all the men of Gilead and 
fought Ephraim; and the men of Gilead defeated 
Ephraim, because they said, “You are fugitives of 
Ephraim, O Gileadites, in the midst of Ephraim and 
in the midst of Manasseh.”

Jephthah takes the death and responds with a speech. 
—Jephthah gives this great speech but he does 
something different from Gideon’s speech.   
——He follows his speech with immediate action.  He 
does not wait around to see what is going to happen.   
———He gathers the troops and he begins the fight.  
————Why?  Well probably because the Ephriamites 
called him a fugitive or a outlaw and he defeated the 
their enemies.  
—————Once again Ephraim was not being good to 
Jephthah, they were being pretty much terrible to him 
and he was mostly a pagan so he behaved like one.   

5 The Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan 
opposite Ephraim. And it happened when any of 
the fugitives of Ephraim said, “Let me cross over,” 
the men of Gilead would say to him, “Are you an 
Ephraimite?” If he said, “No,”

6 then they would say to him, “Say now, 
‘Shibboleth.’ ” But he said, “Sibboleth,” for he could 
not pronounce it correctly. Then they seized him 
and slew him at the fords of the Jordan. Thus there 
fell at that time 42,000 of Ephraim.

7 Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then Jephthah 
the Gileadite died and was buried in one of the 
cities of Gilead.

Of course Jephthah won and was not going to stop at a 
victory but he was going to make them pay for what they 
said.  
—So they capture the ways across the Jordan and 
made them say this word.  
——This would be like if Kentucky defeated Indiana and 
when the Indianans tried to get home at the bridges they 
asked them to say Louisville.   
———They found the Ephraimites out by the different 
pronunciations of this word.  
————Jephthah and his army killed so many from 
Ephraim.  
—————But these were his fellow countrymen.  He 
was just as bad to those who were bad to him.  
——————He took vengeance for himself, he relayed 
evil with evil.  
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But Jephthah was a imperfect leaders.  
—He was flawed and struggled to be the leader he 
needed to be.  
——He was self reliant and self absorbed.  He treaded 
God like a lucky penny. 
———There is a perfect leaders.  Listen to what the 
perfect leader does: 
————READ: 2 Tim. 1:8-10, “8-10, “Therefore do not 
be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His 
prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel 
according to the power of God,
9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ 
Jesus from all eternity,
10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our 
Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel,

The gospel is not about us.  It is about the testimony of 
Christ.  We need to take our eyes off ourselves and fix 
them on Jesus.  
—The truth of the gospel need to become more and 
more of a reality in our lives each and everyday.
——We can try to be our saviors but that is not going to 
work out. We can try to be the center of our own 
universe but that is not going to work out.   
 
See through out the book of Judges we see people with 
a religion they would kill for.
—Weather that be their idols, the gods of the land that 
surround them, or maybe even the one true God.  
——See what God asks of us is not to have a religion 
that we would kill for but to have a God that we would 
die for.   
———Tell the John Mcauthor story of the girl who was 
muslim who converted.  
————She said, “he had a religion that he would kill 
for and I have a savior that I will die for.”  
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8 Now Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel after him.
9 He had thirty sons, and thirty daughters whom he 

gave in marriage outside the family, and he 
brought in thirty daughters from outside for his 
sons. And he judged Israel seven years.

10 Then Ibzan died and was buried in Bethlehem.
11 Now Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel after him; 

and he judged Israel ten years.
12 Then Elon the Zebulunite died and was buried at 

Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.
13 Now Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite judged 

Israel after him.
14 He had forty sons and thirty grandsons who rode 

on seventy donkeys; and he judged Israel eight 
years.

15 Then Abdon the son of Hillel the Pirathonite died 
and was buried at Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, 
in the hill country of the Amalekites.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jdg 
12:1–15). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

So here in 8 verses we have 3 judges.  
—We don’t know much about these judges.  
——There tends to be a pattern of this in the book of 
Judges.   
———There are 7 Judges much like the 3 we have here 
where there are 3 or less verse dedicated to them.  
————If we go back and calculate the years between 
these judges they had 110 years of peace under them.  
The main Judges to this point had 166 years of rule and 
peace.   
—————These Judges provided many years of peace 
for Israel but not a lot happened during their time as 
leader of Israel.  

What do we learn from these guys?  Why are they 
included? 
—We need to stop thinking of ourselves in such a small 
category.  
——You are going to matter more than you know.  
———You will affect people who are not even born yet.  
 
————What do I mean?  Your faithfulness will be 
making an impact after your expiration date.  
—————These Judges even though we don’t know 
much about them they had a lasting affect on Israel and 
no matter how brief their mention in the word of God 
they are mentioned in the word of God.  
——————If we are not faithful, we make no impact 
much like the rest of Israel who remains names and the 
only things we know about them is that they did evil in 
the sight of God.   
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READ: Eph. 6:21, “But that you also may know about 
my circumstances, how I am doing, Tychicus, the 
beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will 
make everything known to you.
READ: Col. 1:7, “just as you learned it from 
Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a 
faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,
READ: Col. 4:9, “and with him Onesimus, our 
faithful and beloved brother, who is one of your 
number. They will inform you about the whole situation 
here.
READ: Col. 1:2, “To the saints and faithful 
brethren in Christ who are at Colossae: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father.

They are not faithful so people will call them these 
things.  
—They are faithful to glorify God.  
——Our faithfulness in God can effect the generations 
and our faithlessness can defect the generations.  
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