
Repentance?
Scripture:  Judges 10:1-16

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Gal. 4:8-10

Passage Begins 

    1 Now after Abimelech died, Tola the son of Puah, the 
son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, arose to save Israel; 
and he lived in Shamir in the hill country of Ephraim.

2 He judged Israel twenty-three years. Then he died and 
was buried in Shamir.

Tola means worm.  
—He lead Israel after Abimelech and with his name 
meaning worm it is amazing to think that God can uses 
anyone to accomplish his task.   
——Abimelech with his great pride and his honor ruled 
Israel 3 years.  
———But a guy named worm lead Israel 23 years.  
————Abimelech ruled under his own power but Tola 
ruled under the power of God.   

It is interesting that the nation need saving after 
Abimelech death.  
—Abimelech had lead Israel away from God and to self 
sufficiency instead of dependence on God.  
——Abimelech led Israel into Chaos.
——READ: Isa. 7:9B, “If you will not believe, you surely 
shall not last.” ’ ”
——OR as the ESV says, “If you are not firm in faith,  
you will not be firm at all.’ ” 
——READ: 2 Chron. 20:20, “They rose early in the 
morning and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa; and 
when they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, 
“Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
put your trust in the Lord your God and you will be 
established. Put your trust in His prophets and succeed.”
———We have to believe in the promises of God.      
————We have to believe in the word of God.    
—————This concept is proven in Abimelech’s 
narrative and Tola’s narrative.    
——————The simpleness of Tola’s narrative 
suggests they he had an orderly and stable rule.   
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3 After him, Jair the Gileadite arose and judged Israel 
twenty-two years.

4 He had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys, and 
they had thirty cities in the land of Gilead that are 
called Havvoth-jair to this day.

5 And Jair died and was buried in Kamon.

Next we hear of Jair.  
—Jair means “may God enlighten.”  
——Jair governed for 22 years and had 30 sons  and 30 
donkeys and 30 cities in the land of Gilead.   
———The most likely interpretation is that the donkeys 
and sons are to paint a picture of peace and prosperity 
for Israel during this time.  

It is the grace that they enjoyed 45 years of peace and 
prosperity.  
—The people completely abandoned God and were 
being lead by Abimelech who took the throne on his 
own.  
——Israel had fallen to its lowest place and they were 
not even seeking God or repenting.   
———But God sends them 2 Judges they are not 
asking for to save them.  
————This is what God does for His people.  He 
saves them even when they don’t know they need a 
savior.  
—————Tim Keller says this, “God’s people, 
ultimately, need a leader who will rescue us from 
ourselves—from the failings and ambitions of our own 
hearts, and from the divisions and strife among us.”  
——————READ: Col. 1:13-14, “For He rescued us 
from the adomain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of bHis beloved Son,
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.
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   6       Then the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods 
of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the 
gods of the sons of Ammon, and the gods of the 
Philistines; thus they forsook the Lord and did not 
serve Him.

7 The anger of the Lord burned against Israel, and He 
sold them into the hands of the Philistines and into the 
hands of the sons of Ammon.

8 They afflicted and crushed the sons of Israel that year; 
for eighteen years they afflicted all the sons of Israel 
who were beyond the Jordan in Gilead in the land of 
the Amorites.

9 The sons of Ammon crossed the Jordan to fight also 
against Judah, Benjamin, and the house of Ephraim, 
so that Israel was greatly distressed.

So, what does Israel do when God give them peace and 
2 awesome saviors?  
—We get here the most detailed description of Israel’s 
idolatry.   
——There are 7 foreign gods that the people were 
serving instead of their God the one true God.  
———What is interesting to note is that they had 
accepted the gods of the people that they had already 
defeated as their own gods.  
————Every time Israel abandoned God and 
worshiped the idol of a nation, that nation would oppress 
Israel.   
—————The idea is that idolatry leads to slavery.  
——————Every nation that they worship their gods 
that nation enslaved them but every nation that enslaved 
Israel they began to worship their gods.  
———————But you know what the human heart has 
not changed.  
————————Tim Keller writes this about the human 
heart, “They still assure us that, when an idol leads to 
slavery, what we need is more of that idol.”  
—————————READ:  Gal. 4:8, “However at that 
time, when you did not know God, you were slaves to 
those which by nature are no gods.

What we do see is God’s anger.  
—God had been good to Israel and they were not good 
to Him.  
——He “sells” Israel to the Philistines and sons of 
Ammon.  
———There is a reason for 2 nation taking over Israel.  
————Israel is divided and will struggle with 2 fronts 
to fight against.  
—————For 18 years the Ammonites made life for 
Israelites living east of the Jordan river very difficult.   
——————Eventually they crossed over the Jordan 
river and made life for those across the Jordan difficult 
too.  
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  10 Then the sons of Israel cried out to the Lord, saying, 
“We have sinned against You, for indeed, we have 
forsaken our God and served the Baals.”

11 The Lord said to the sons of Israel, “Did I not deliver 
you from the Egyptians, the Amorites, the sons of 
Ammon, and the Philistines?

12 “Also when the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the 
Maonites oppressed you, you cried out to Me, and I 
delivered you from their hands.

13 “Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods; 
therefore I will no longer deliver you.

14 “Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; 
let them deliver you in the time of your distress.”

15 The sons of Israel said to the Lord, “We have sinned, 
do to us whatever seems good to You; only please 
deliver us this day.”

16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them 
and served the Lord; and bHe could bear the misery of 
Israel no longer.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jdg 10:1–
16). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation.

For the first and only time in Judges Israel’s cry is more 
detailed. 
—We finally hear Israel say they have sinned.  The first 
confession of the book.  
——They also have a possessive tone with God as they 
call Him “our” God.   
———Seems like things are starting to turn around for 
Israel.  
————The confession seems to be genuine but Israel 
had called out for help before and abandoned God very 
easily after that.  
—————God does not immediately forgive them.  He 
has other things to say to them.   
——————God reminds Israel of past favors and 
handing nations into Israel’s hands.   
———————God then scolds Israel for their idolatry 
and their abandonment of Him; their God and constant 
savior.   
 
God here in verse 14 tells them to cry out to the gods 
they have been worshiping for help.  
—God is really angry with Israel and you can tell by His 
response.  
——Israel had done the unthinkable to God and so God 
in His wisdom basically says, “you made your choice, 
you made your bed now sleep in it.”   
———Or more appropriately, “show some consistency.”  
————Really isn’t this all our problems?  
—————We are so inconsistent.  At least in our 
spiritual lives.   
——————God calls us to be consistent and be 
consistently His.  
———————READ: 1 Cor. 15:58, "Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil 
is not in vain in the Lord.
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READ: Luke 16:13, “No servant can serve two masters; 
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else 
he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.”
READ: 1 Cor. 10:21, “You cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the 
table of the Lord and the table of demons.

The question is, why are we not consistent in our 
allegiance to God?  In our spiritual walk?  In doing 
good?  
—We have the same problem as Israel displays here.  
——Real repentance that to this point, Israel has not 
had, is brought not by consequence of sin, but 
conviction and a hatred of our sin whether or not we get 
caught.   
———I believe that the modern Christian is good at 
feeling conviction and making changes after they have 
to endure the consequence of their sin but they are not 
good at hating their sin.  
————We are good at saying the right things just like 
Israel does throughout the book of Judges.  
—————They and we say we hate sin yet we don’t 
make the scarifies to prove it.  
——————I was listening to a Christian talk about the 
sin that they committed in their old life and it was the 
most joyful that I had seen them all day.  
See problem is that it is not enough to get rid of the sin 
but we have to get rid of the love of that sin.  
—Even if we have stopped doing it, we may still love the 
memory of it. 
——God tells us to hate sin but do we actually hate sin?  
 
———READ: Rom. 12:9, “Let love be without 
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.
———READ: Ps. 97:10, “Hate evil, you who love the 
Lord, Who preserves the souls of His godly ones; He 
delivers them from the hand of the wicked.
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But Israel does something different here.  
—Verses 15-16 tells us they were focused not on 
themselves.  
——Here they admit that God doesn’t have to save 
them and that means they want God even if that means 
that He will not save them again.    
———They are saying they want Him regardless of 
whether He gives them what they are asking.  
————This is a right understanding of the true God.  
—————This is giving up of their own will and trusting, 
and putting hope in God.   

So what did they do to back these statements up?  
—God did not say he was going to free them, but they 
got rid of the idols in their lives.  
——God is no longer Santa Claus in the sky to Israel.   
———This is not superficial behavior but really a 
change of motive for Israel.  
————There is true repentance:  they hated their sin 
not just for the consequence and they were sorry for 
their motives, not just behavioral changes but motive 
changes.  
 

Is God just Santa Claus in the sky to you?  
—Is your past sin still exciting to you or do you hate 
them?
—Do you just make behavior changes or motive 
changes? 
—Are you sacred of the consequence of your sin and 
getting caught or is the Spirit convicting you and you 
hate your sin?  
—Do you act for God because your going to get 
something or do you act for God no matter what?  
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