
Vow to Sin and Make Good On Sin
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Heb. 10:11-14, 19-25

Passage Begins So Israel put away their idols and they admitted their sin 
against God.  
—But was this real repentance, was it lastings commitment 
to God?  
——Was it just an attempt to earn God’s favor?   

17 Then the sons of Ammon were summoned and they 
camped in Gilead. And the sons of Israel gathered 
together and camped in Mizpah.

18 The people, the leaders of Gilead, said to one another, 
“Who is the man who will begin to fight against the 
sons of Ammon? He shall become head over all the 
inhabitants of Gilead.”

The need for deliverance really come to light here as the 
battle that is going to happen is really at hand.  
—The problem come when it come to a leader.  
——Who was going to lead this military in the battle that was 
going to come?   
———What is the problem with their question?
————Were they looking to God for a savior or were they 
looking for a volunteer or someone to come and take control 
like Abimelech?  
—————There was no appeal to God solve the problem or 
more importantly provide for them.   
——————They were once again trying to take care of 
their own problems and not be dependent on God.  
———————They were relying on their own recourses, 
strength, and will power not the God that just told them He 
wants all of them.     
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Chapter 11

Jephthah the Ninth Judge

1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a valiant warrior, but 
he was the son of a harlot. And Gilead was the father 
of Jephthah.

2 Gilead’s wife bore him sons; and when his wife’s sons 
grew up, they drove Jephthah out and said to him, 
“You shall not have an inheritance in our father’s 
house, for you are the son of another woman.”

3 So Jephthah fled from his brothers and lived in the 
land of Tob; and worthless fellows gathered 
themselves about Jephthah, and they went out with 
him.

The main focus of chapter 10 is now broken and give us a 
side narrative to explain who will deliver Israel from their 
enemies.  
—We are introduced to Jephthah who’s name means, “the 
deity has opened.”  
——Which deity was being talked about we don’t know.   
———What we do know is that his mother was a prostitute 
and so this could be the god of whatever temple she worked 
at.  
———Or his father committed adultery and broke the 
mosaic law of marriage faithfulness.  
 
His brother ran his out of their house and town and he lived 
the life of a crime boss essentially.  
—His brother treats him very poorly.  He is motivated by 
greed not wanting to share the inheritance.  
——This really speaks to the state of Israel once again.  
———Jephthan’s dad was an adulterous man and his 
brother was greedy.    
————They were more like the pagans around them then 
as God has called them to be.   
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   4       It came about after a while that the sons of Ammon 
fought against Israel.

5 When the sons of Ammon fought against Israel, the 
elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land of 
Tob;

6 and they said to Jephthah, “Come and be our chief 
that we may fight against the sons of Ammon.”

7 Then Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Did you 
not hate me and drive me from my father’s house? So 
why have you come to me now when you are in 
trouble?”

8 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “For this reason 
we have now returned to you, that you may go with us 
and fight with the sons of Ammon and become head 
over all the inhabitants of Gilead.”

9 So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If you take 
me back to fight against the sons of Ammon and the 
Lord gives them up to me, will I become your head?”

10 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The Lord is 
witness between us; surely we will do as you have 
said.”

11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the 
people made him head and chief over them; and 
Jephthah spoke all his words before the Lord at 
Mizpah.

They could not find a leader to lead them into battle.  
—So what do they do?  They go and search for the guy that 
was run off.  
——He was a valiant warrior and probably got even better 
have to fend for himself after being run off.   
———They tried to offer Jephthah as little as the could.  
————He was smarter than they thought.  He knew they 
were desperate.  
—————They banished him to a life of distress and now 
they wanted him to easy their distress.  This was going to 
cost them.   
——————They offer him the headship of all of Gilead.  
They had no other options in their minds.  
 
So verse 9 Jephthah takes that deal.  He returns with them 
and if he wins, he will be their leader.  
—He mentioned God not as the one he serves but if that 
national deity selects him to lead then they will follow.  
——They had no option but to do what Jephthah asked.  So 
once again God does not choose him but the people are 
forced into him like Abimelech.   

 So Jephthah was made commander and chief of the army at 
Mizpah.  
—This was not a place of God as far as we know.  There is 
no mention of God’s anointing in this nor is it done at a 
sacred place.  
—Also, it is unclear of Jephthah’s relationship with God.  
——Commentators are pretty much split on if he was a man 
of God or if he was a pagan.    So what will his leadership 
bring to Israel?  
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  12 Now Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the 
sons of Ammon, saying, “What is between you and 
me, that you have come to me to fight against my 
land?”

13 The king of the sons of Ammon said to the 
messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel took away 
my land when they came up from Egypt, from the 
Arnon as far as the Jabbok and the Jordan; therefore, 
return them peaceably now.”

14 But Jephthah sent messengers again to the king of the 
sons of Ammon,

15 and they said to him, “Thus says Jephthah, ‘Israel did 
not take away the land of Moab nor the land of the 
sons of Ammon.

16 ‘For when they came up from Egypt, and Israel went 
through the wilderness to the Red Sea and came to 
Kadesh,

17 then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom, 
saying, “Please let us pass through your land,” but the 
king of Edom would not listen. And they also sent to 
the king of Moab, but he would not consent. So Israel 
remained at Kadesh.

18 ‘Then they went through the wilderness and around 
the land of Edom and the land of Moab, and came to 
the east side of the land of Moab, and they camped 
beyond the Arnon; but they did not enter the territory of 
Moab, for the Arnon was the border of Moab.

Jephthah tries diplomacy first.  
—This would be the easiest way of securing his rule.  If he 
didn’t even have to go into battle.  
——He defiantly believes  that he is in charge and he is 
making decisions.   
———We the readers know better as we have spent enough 
time in Judges to know better.  
————God is in control and putting things into motion.  
  
He starts this dialog with the sons of Ammon.  
—He asks why they are wanting to fight Israel.   
——The king of the sons of Ammon responds says Israel 
took his land.  
———Jephthah then responds really well.  
————He responds Historically correcting the king of the 
sons of Ammon saying the land he is talking about they 
never actually occupied.   
—————This king is really just wanting that land.  
————He then responds Theologically to the king.   
—————He uses the assumption held in most people in 
that time, which is  that the Lord God of Israel gave them the 
land of the Amorites. 
——————Sense God gave them the land they should live 
their.  
———————He makes the argument that if their god 
would give them land they would also take it and use it.   
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19 ‘And Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the 
Amorites, the king of Heshbon, and Israel said to him, 
“Please let us pass through your land to our place.”

20 ‘But Sihon did not trust Israel to pass through his 
territory; so Sihon gathered all his people and camped 
in Jahaz and fought with Israel.

21 ‘The Lord, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and all his 
people into the hand of Israel, and they adefeated 
them; so Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, 
the inhabitants of that country.

22 ‘So they possessed all the territory of the Amorites, 
from the Arnon as far as the Jabbok, and from the 
wilderness as far as the Jordan.

23 ‘Since now the Lord, the God of Israel, drove out the 
Amorites from before His people Israel, are you then to 
possess it?

24 ‘Do you not possess what Chemosh your god gives 
you to possess? So whatever the Lord our God has 
driven out before us, we will possess it.

25 ‘Now are you any better than Balak the son of Zippor, 
king of Moab? Did he ever strive with Israel, or did he 
ever fight against them?

26 ‘While Israel lived in Heshbon and its villages, and in 
Aroer and its villages, and in all the cities that are on 
the banks of the Arnon, three hundred years, why did 
you not recover them within that time?

27 ‘I therefore have not sinned against you, but you are 
doing me wrong by making war against me; may the 
Lord, the Judge, judge today between the sons of 
Israel and the sons of Ammon.’ ”

28 But the king of the sons of Ammon disregarded the 
message which Jephthah sent him.

————Lastly, He responds legally.  
—————He reminds the king of the Moab did not 
challenge Israel when they took possession of the land so 
why would they challenge Israel to the right of the land sense 
the people who actually owned it did not challenge Israel.  

Jephthah then concluded that he has done nothing wrong to 
them but they are wronging him.  
—He then tells the king of the sons of Ammon that he will 
leave the case to the god of this land Yahweh to decide what 
happens.   

I really want to be on Jephthah’s side.  I do, but he makes it 
clear over and over again that he is more a Canaanite than 
an Israelite.   
—I want to believe that he is making these claims about God 
from a genuine faith the God of Israel but it does add up.  
——I see Jephthah going to God when it benefits him.  
———In those moments when it is convent for him he calls 
upon God.  God is like a lucky penny to Jephthah.   
————He plays the lucky penny when he needs him and 
puts it away the rest of the time.  
—————We can pick and choose our devotion to God.   
——————READ:  Col. 3:17, “Whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
through Him to God the Father.
——————READ:  Gal. 2:20, “I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

 

Scripture:

�5



Jephthah’s Tragic Vow

29 Now the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jephthah, so 
that he passed through Gilead and Manasseh; then he 
passed through Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of 
Gilead he went on to the sons of Ammon.

30 Jephthah made a vow to the Lord and said, “If You will 
indeed give the sons of Ammon into my hand,

31 then it shall be that whatever comes out of the doors of 
my house to meet me when I return in peace from the 
sons of Ammon, it shall be the Lord’s, and I will offer it 
up as a burnt offering.”

32 So Jephthah crossed over to the sons of Ammon to 
fight against them; and the Lord gave them into his 
hand.

33 He struck them with a very great slaughter from Aroer 
to the entrance of Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as 
Abel-keramim. So the sons of Ammon were subdued 
before the sons of Israel.

From this point on the outcome is set.  
—It is by the grace of God that his spirit came on Jephthah 
to provide salvation for Israel.  
——God reaches out in mercy and empowers this self made 
leader for His own purposes.   
———He make this tour through the land and recruits troops 
for the battle that is coming up.  

Then Jephthah makes a vow.  A tragic vow.  An unwarranted 
vow.   
—He make a vow to the Lord that if God would give him 
victory the Jephthah would sacrifice to the first thing that 
would leave his house when he returned.  
——First of all, this is once again an opportunity to rub the 
lucky penny.   
———How am I going to win this battle?  I will do something 
to appease God.  ————This does not work.  Nor has it 
every worked.  God if you would give me an A on this test I 
won’t, you fill in the blank.   
—————God doesn’t barter with us.  We can’t make deals 
with God.  Why?
——————1. We have nothing to offer Him he already 
doesn’t have.  
————————READ: Deut. 10:14, “Behold, to the Lord 
your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth 
and all that is in it.
——————2. He alone will get the glory for anything.  
———————Meaning He will get the glory if you get the A 
because he made you.  He doesn’t need some hollow 
promise of something that is already His or we should 
already be doing.  If you give me a raise I will start tithing to 
the church.  Well we should already be give God His money 
back and we should be glorifying Him for what He has 
already let us barrow.   
————————READ: Rev. 19:1, “After these things I 
heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power 
belong to our God;
——————3. We can’t meet God’s standard no matter 
how hard we try…..By ourselves.  
———————We can try to add a sacrifice like Jephthah 
does here, money, time, whatever walks out our door, effort, 
will power, or whatever we want to try to through in it will 
never be enough to make the deal with God.  
————————READ: Acts 16:31, “They said, “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.”
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34 When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, behold, 
his daughter was coming out to meet him with 
tambourines and with dancing. Now she was his one 
and only child; besides her he had no son or daughter.

35 When he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, “Alas, 
my daughter! You have brought me very low, and you 
are among those who trouble me; for I have given my 
word to the Lord, and I cannot take it back.”

36 So she said to him, “My father, you have given your 
word to the Lord; do to me as you have said, since the 
Lord has avenged you of your enemies, the sons of 
Ammon.”

37 She said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me; 
let me alone two months, that I may go to the 
mountains and weep because of my virginity, I and my 
companions.”

38 Then he said, “Go.” So he sent her away for two 
months; and she left with her companions, and wept 
on the mountains because of her virginity.

39 At the end of two months she returned to her father, 
who did to her according to the vow which he had 
made; and she had no relations with a man. Thus it 
became a custom in Israel,

40 that the daughters of Israel went yearly to 
commemorate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite 
four days in the year.

 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Jdg 10:17–
11:40). La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation. 

The first thing out of his door was his daughter.  
—Jephthah was crushed.  His vow he made to the Lord was 
to sacrifice the first thing that came out of the door of his 
house.  
——What did Jephthah vow?   
———Some would says that he was hoping than an animal 
would come out of the house but that is not exactly accurate.  
————Most likely the animals were not in the house 
especially for a rich crime boss warrior who was made ruler 
of the land.  
—————What Jephthah promised was a human sacrifice 
to God.   
——————He was hoping for a servant or a guard to 
come out or depending on his marriage maybe his wife.  
———————Anyone but his one and only daughter.  
 
Why did he make this vow?  
—It was not that God wanted it or asked for it.  God is 
opposed to human sacrifice.  
——READ: Deut. 12:31, “You shall not behave thus toward 
the Lord your God, for every abominable act which the Lord 
hates they have done for their gods; for they even burn their 
sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.
—There are several reason that he made this vow.  
——First, he have to appease his idol.  
———Not God but his idol of success.  It was more 
important to him that anything at that moment. 
——Second, he was de-sensitized to violence.  He spent so 
much of his life around bad guys and they have influenced 
him.  
———He left worldly violence come and live in him.   
——Third, he was infected by pagan moralism.  He thought 
that works = righteousness.  
———He thought God could be bought with sacrifice like the 
pagan worshipper  would sacrifice to appease the gods.  
————He thought that God needed a lavished gift in order 
to give him victory but God had already given him victory 
before the vow was made.   
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The next question we need to address is why did he keep 
this vow?  
—Because Jephthah thought like a pagan.  
——He had no understanding of the grace of God.   
———No he did not deserve to be given victory but God 
gave it to him anyway.  
————This is Gods grace.  God give us things all the time 
and we definitely don’t deserve them.    

He should have not went through with the sacrifice of his 
daughter.  
—The vow was sin and killing his daughter was a sin.   
——When we are in the world too much and have a worldly 
world view we choose sin over righteousness.  
———Sin is never right.  God will never make you choose 
which sin to make.  That is a worldly worldview.  Pick the 
lesser evil is what the world tells us to do but God tells to 
pick righteousness.  
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So, what do we take from this?  What can we learn?  
—We struggle to believe in God’s grace.  
——What I mean by that is that God has our best interest in 
mind….Always!!! 
———The problem is believing that.
—Also, we don’t have control of God.  Nothing you can do 
will control God.  
——We can pay God to persuade Him, and we don’t 
deserve God.   
———We have to simply trust that God loves us and believe 
he will bless us.  
————Tim keller writes, “In what ways would I live 
differently—more radically and restfully—If I really believe 
God was completely committed to me to love me and bless 
me and work what is best for me?”  
—Lastly, Jephthah offered the wrong sacrifice.   
——God doesn’t want Jephthah’s daughter sacrificed to 
Him.  God want Jephthan as a living sacrifice.  
———Often time we make the wrong sacrifices.  We try to 
give God our works, or a lavished gift.  
————What God wants from us is a to be his living 
sacrifice.   
—————READ: Rom. 12:1-2, “Therefore I urge you, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, so that you may dprove what 
the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect.
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