
The Art of Deception

Scripture:  Joshua 9:1-27 NASB
Announcements:  Prayer Meeting today after 
Church, May 19@6:30 we will have Game 

Night Come play some games with us.  Vivian 
has a sign up sheet in the back if you want to 

bring food to slow your opponents down with,  
Men’s golf tournament June 3 let me know as 

soon as possible if you want to play in that, 
Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins 
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1Now it came about when all the kings who were 
beyond the Jordan, in the hill country and in the 
lowland and on all the coast of the Great Sea 
toward Lebanon (Leb-a-non), the Hittite (hit-tight) 
and the Amorite (Am-or-ite), the Canaanite (Can-
a-night), the Perizzite (Per-i-zight), the Hivite 
(Hiv-ite) and the Jebusite (Jeb-U-site), heard of it, 
2that they gathered themselves together with one 
accord to fight with Joshua and with Israel. 

The word is out.  Israel reputation is getting out 
there.  ...O...
—Interesting things to think about.  All the kings 
of the Amorites were sacred of Israel.  
——READ: Joshua 5:1, “Now it came about 
when all the kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan to the west, and all the kings 
of the Canaanites who were by the sea, heard 
how the Lord had dried up the waters of the 
Jordan before the sons of Israel until they had 
crossed, that their hearts melted, and there was 
no spirit in them any longer because of the sons 
of Israel. Joshua 5:1 NASB.”
———Now here they are gathering themselves 
to fight Israel.  What happened?  Why all of a 
sudden do they have the courage to band 
together and fight?    
————It is because the defeat of Ai.  When 
Israel lost at Ai it show the other nations that they 
were beatable.  

3When the inhabitants of Gibeon (Gib-eeon) 
heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai, 
4they also acted craftily and set out as envoys, 
and took worn-out sacks on their donkeys, and 
wineskins worn-out and torn and mended, 5and 
worn-out and patched sandals on their feet, and 
worn-out clothes on themselves; and all the 
bread of their provision was dry and had become 
crumbled.

Gib-eeon was a city not far from Ai.  About 5 
miles northwest of Jerusalem. 
—In response to the threat of Israel the Gib-
eeon-ites set out to trick Israel into making 
peace.  
—Going to elaborate lengths to make it appear 
that they had been traveling a long distance.   
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6They went to Joshua to the camp at Gilgal (Gil-
gal) and said to him and to the men of Israel, “We 
have come from a far country; now therefore, 
make a covenant with us.”  7The men of Israel 
said to the Hivites (Hiv-ites), “Perhaps you are 
living within our land; how then shall we make a 
covenant with you?” 8But they said to Joshua, 
“We are your servants.” Then Joshua said to 
them, “Who are you and where do you come 
from?” 

Israel was allowed to make treaties with cities 
that were far from them. 
—They were not to make treaties with people 
who were close and were to be removed from the 
land.  
——READ: Exodus 34:11-12, “Be sure to 
observe what I am commanding you this day: 
behold, I am going to drive out the Amorite before 
you, and the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, 
the Hivite and the Jebusite. 12Watch yourself 
that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of 
the land into which you are going, or it will 
become a snare in your midst. Exodus 34:11-12 
NASB.”
———Just like Rahab in Chapter 2 of Joshua 
these Gib-eeon-ites have been doing their 
Israelite studying.   
————They saw how Israel defeated Jericho, 
Ai, and basically anyone who they encountered 
on the other side of the Jordan.   
————They also new that Israel was coming to 
take the land that their God promised to them. 
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The Gib-eeon-ites ask for a covenant with Israel. 
—A covenant was a binding agreement between 
two parties.  
——So these people were trying to trick Israel 
into a binding agreement not to destroy them.   
———Now Isreal displayed some skepticism. 
————The Gib-eeon-ites attempt to defuse the 
situation by depicting themselves as 
subordinates (We are your servants).  
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9They said to him, “Your servants have come 
from a very far country because of the fame of 
the Lord your God; for we have heard the report 
of Him and all that He did in Egypt, 10and all that 
He did to the two kings of the Amorites who were 
beyond the Jordan, to Sihon (sI-on) king of 
Heshbon (Hesh-bon) and to Og king of Bashan 
(Bash-en) who was at Ashtaroth (Ash-t-roth). 
11So our elders and all the inhabitants of our 
country spoke to us, saying, ‘Take provisions in 
your hand for the journey, and go to meet them 
and say to them, “We are your servants; now 
then, make a covenant with us.”’ 12This our 
bread was warm when we took it for our 
provisions out of our houses on the day that we 
left to come to you; but now behold, it is dry and 
has become crumbled. 13These wineskins which 
we filled were new, and behold, they are torn; and 
these our clothes and our sandals are worn out 
because of the very long journey.”

They again reiterating their claims.
—They had come from far off.  
—The are Israels servants.
Then they sing the praises of Israel.  They hear 
of the awesome power of Israel.   
—They then tell there story of their long journey. 
——As with most lies the Gib-eeon-ites tell a 
bunch of half truths.  
———READ: Prov. 12:19, “Truthful lips will be 
established forever, But a lying tongue is only for 
a moment. Proverbs 12:19 NASB.”
————We need to be truthful in our speech.  
Putting aside half truths. 
———READ: Eph. 4:25, “Therefore, laying aside 
falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his 
neighbor, for we are members of one another. 
Ephesians 4:25 NASB.”
————Especially believers need to speak the 
truth to one another because we are member of 
one another.   
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14So the men of Israel took some of their 
provisions, and did not ask for the counsel of the 
Lord. 15Joshua made peace with them and made 
a covenant with them, to let them live; and the 
leaders of the congregation swore an oath to 
them. 

Israel’s downfall seems to be the same every 
time. 
—There downfall pointed out by the writer pretty 
plan, “(Israel) did not ask for the counsel of the 
Lord.”  
——This failure was contrary to the explicit 
instructions the gave Joshua about 
understanding the will of God.   
———READ: Numb. 27:21, “Moreover, he shall 
stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire 
for him by the judgment of the Urim before the 
Lord. At his command they shall go out and at his 
command they shall come in, both he and the 
sons of Israel with him, even all the 
congregation.â€ Numbers 27:21 NASB.”
———God has given us a helper to understand 
God’s will as well.   
————READ: John 14:26, “But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My 
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all that I said to you. John 
14:26 NASB.”
 

To often we are so quick to do things.  We make 
many decisions without any council or even 
thinking about consulting God.  
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The mistake that Israel and Joshua made was 
partially because they were deceived but main 
because they did not seek the Lords council. 
—The world is going to try and deceive you.  
Satan is going to try and deceive you.  You are 
going to try and deceive yourself.  
——We need to seek the council of God.   
———READ: Ps 32:8, “I will instruct you and 
teach you in the way which you should go; I will 
counsel you with My eye upon you. Psalms 32:8 
NASB.”
 

16It came about at the end of three days after 
they had made a covenant with them, that they 
heard that they were neighbors and that they 
were living within their land. 17Then the sons of 
Israel set out and came to their cities on the third 
day. Now their cities were Gibeon (Gib-eeon) and 
Chephirah (Cha-fear-a) and Beeroth (Beer-roth) 
and Kiriath-jearim (Keer-awth-jeer-a-um). 18The 
sons of Israel did not strike them because the 
leaders of the congregation had sworn to them by 
the Lord the God of Israel. And the whole 
congregation grumbled against the leaders.

The Gib-eeon-ites were not from a far distant 
land but really near.  I...
—They had at least 4 towns and they were safe 
from harm of Israel. 
——Israel was bound to the oath or covenant 
that they made.  They gave their unbreakable 
word.   
———Swearing falsely was a huge sin because 
of the sacred nature of oaths.  This treaty even 
thought it was made under false pretenses could 
not be revoked.  
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19But all the leaders said to the whole 
congregation, “We have sworn to them by the 
Lord, the God of Israel, and now we cannot touch 
them. 20This we will do to them, even let them 
live, so that wrath will not be upon us for the oath 
which we swore to them.” 21The leaders said to 
them, “Let them live.” So they became hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the whole 
congregation, just as the leaders had spoken to 
them. 

Notice the language used.  We sworn to them.  
I...
—The leaders did not deny that they had made 
the treaty and that they were powerless to 
change it.  
 

They recognized that the wrath of God would 
come on them if they broke the covenant with 
them. 
—Many years later Saul violated this oath.  
——READ 2 Sam. 21:1, “Now there was a 
famine in the days of David for three years, year 
after year; and David sought the presence of the 
Lord. And the Lord said, “It is for Saul and his 
bloody house, because he put the Gibeonites to 
death.” 2 Samuel 21:1 NASB
 

 The Gib-eeon-ites were going to be Israel’s 
servants.  They would cut wood and carry their 
water.  
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22Then Joshua called for them and spoke to 
them, saying, “Why have you deceived us, 
saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when you are 
living within our land? 23Now therefore, you are 
cursed, and you shall never cease being slaves, 
both hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
house of my God.”

The Gib-eeon-ites being Israel’s servant was 
reveal to be a curse. 
—Being a servant to God is not a curse.  
——READ: John 12:26, “If anyone serves Me, 
he must follow Me; and where I am, there My 
servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the 
Father will honor him. John 12:26 NASB.”
———When we serve Jesus He is there with us.  
He is in the trenches with us fighting with us.  He 
does not leave us to fight on our own.  
 

24So they answered Joshua and said, “Because 
it was certainly told your servants that the Lord 
your God had commanded His servant Moses to 
give you all the land, and to destroy all the 
inhabitants of the land before you; therefore we 
feared greatly for our lives because of you, and 
have done this thing. 25Now behold, we are in 
your hands; do as it seems good and right in your 
sight to do to us.” 

The Gib-eeon-ites motive come out here.  
—They place themselves at the mercy of Joshua.  
Saying do what is right in your eyes Joshua.  
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26Thus he did to them, and delivered them from 
the hands of the sons of Israel, and they did not 
kill them. 27But Joshua made them that day 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the 
congregation and for the altar of the Lord, to this 
day, in the place which He would choose.

Joshua once again does right not only in his eyes 
but also in the eyes of God.  
—Making the covenant was not right in God’s 
eyes but honoring a covenant made was the right 
things to do.  
—The Gib-eeon-ites were to serve the 
community and the altar of the Lord.  This was to 
be honored until the God thought the covenant 
was satisfied.   
——In their deception the Gib-eeon-ites saved 
their lives but there way of life was completely 
changed.  

—In our sin our way of life can be completely 
changed.   
——READ: Titus 3:3-5, “For we also once were 
foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, 
enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, 
spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, 
hating one another. 4But when the kindness of 
God our Savior and His love for mankind 
appeared, 5He saved us, not on the basis of 
deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
Titus 3:3-5 NASB.”
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