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Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins 
1But the sons of Israel acted unfaithfully in 
regard to the things under the ban, for Achan, 
the son of Carmi(Car-me), the son of 
Zabdi(zab-dee), the son of Zerah(z-air-a), from 
the tribe of Judah, took some of the things 
under the ban, therefore the anger of the Lord 
burned against the sons of Israel. 

2 weeks ago we saw the obedience of Israel 
have excellent consequences for Israel.  This 
week we will see the disobedience lead to bad 
consequences. 
-The specific sin was Achans, who took things 
under the ban from Jericho.  
 —Things that were supposed to be totally 
destroyed and things that were supposed to go 
into the God’s treasury. 
——READ: Josh. 6:17-19, “The city shall be 
under the ban, it and all that is in it belongs to the 
Lord; only Rahab the harlot and all who are with 
her in the house shall live, because she hid the 
messengers whom we sent. 18But as for you, 
only keep yourselves from the things under the 
ban, so that you do not covet them and take 
some of the things under the ban, and make the 
camp of Israel accursed and bring trouble on it. 
19But all the silver and gold and articles of 
bronze and iron are holy to the Lord; they shall 
go into the treasury of the Lord. Joshua 6:17-19 
NASB
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This was a betrayal of trust that is explained 
here.  God trusted Israel to do the right thing and 
Israel did not.  Then...
-In taking the devoted things Achan was acting in 
a way that broke the covenant relationship 
between God and Israel.  
—The damage was not repaired until the cause 
of the betrayal of trust had been removed from 
the nation.   
——Jesus had not come yet to take the sins of 
the world including Israel’s sins.  
———Jesus is the final and only right repair.  
READ: Acts. 4:12, “And there is salvation in no 
one else; for there is no other name under 
heaven that has been given among men by 
which we must be saved.  Acts 4:12 NASB
————Jesus is the new covenant.  He is 
constantly interceding for those who call Him 
Lord.   
—————READ: Matt. 9:16, “But no one puts a 
patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for 
the patch pulls away from the garment, and a 
worse tear results. 17Nor do people put new wine 
into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, 
and the wine pours out and the wineskins are 
ruined; but they put new wine into fresh 
wineskins, and both are preserved.
Matthew 9:16-17 NASB
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2Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, 
which is near Beth-aven(beth-haven), east of 
Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy out 
the land.” So the men went up and spied out 
Ai(A-eye). 3They returned to Joshua and said 
to him, “Do not let all the people go up; only 
about two or three thousand men need go up 
to Ai; do not make all the people toil up there, 
for they are few.” 4So about three thousand 
men from the people went up there, but they 
fled from the men of Ai. 5The men of Ai struck 
down about thirty-six of their men, and 
pursued them from the gate as far as 
Shebarim(Seb-rum) and struck them down on 
the descent, so the hearts of the people 
melted and became as water. 

After Jericho fell so easily Israel turned to the 
next city Ai.  
—Joshua once again sent spies to scout the land
—these didn’t get caught.
——The spies report was a good one.  But 
something was missing.   
———There was no mention of God in their 
report.  We don’t hear God instructing Israel to 
take Ai.  They acted without God.
————They took a small number of Israelites 
to take the city on their own and they got 
whipped.   
—————36 Israelites died which is a small 
number but in comparison to the zero mentioned 
in the Jericho battle.  
——————The defeat caused Israel to fear.  
Their “hearts melted.”  

Our hearts can melt at the defeat that happen in 
our lives too.  Sometimes we face things that 
seem to great to overcome.  
—READ: Ps. 62:8, “Trust in Him at all times, O 
people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a 
refuge for us…. Psalms 62:8 NASB
—READ: Ps. 46:1, “God is our refuge and 
strength, A very present help in trouble. Psalms 
46:1 NASB
——The problem is we don’t go to God as our 
refuge.  We don’t seek him for strength.  We 
don’t seek refuge in Him.   
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6Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the 
earth on his face before the ark of the Lord 
until the evening, both he and the elders of 
Israel; and they put dust on their heads. 
7Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why did You 
ever bring this people over the Jordan, only to 
deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to 
destroy us? If only we had been willing to 
dwell beyond the Jordan!

Joshua’s reaction was to mourning the Lord 
presence.  God...
—Joshua was not even thinking about what 
Israel could of done wrong.  
——Joshua like many of us when things don’t go 
our way blame God and don’t even look to 
ourselves as the problem.   
———Joshua forgot God’s promises that no one 
would be able to withstand Israel.  God...
————This response by Joshua is a very 
normal response.  “God you did this to me!” “God 
why did you allow this to happen?” 
—————We rarely look at ourselves as the 
problem but most of the time we are the problem.  
 
——————READ: Rom. 3:10-12, “There is 
none righteous, not even one 11There is none 
who understands, There is none who seeks for 
God;  12All have turned aside, together they 
have become useless; There is none who does 
good, There is not even one. Romans 3:10-12 
NASB.”
 
It is only through Jesus that we break this self 
preservation and drop our pride.  

 8O Lord, what can I say since Israel has 
turned their back before their enemies? 9For 
the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the 
land will hear of it, and they will surround us 
and cut off our name from the earth. And what 
will You do for Your great name?” 

This is where Joshua’s argument starts to get 
back on track. 
—Joshua now become concerned about God’s 
name, about God’s status.  
——God had claimed Israel as His people so the 
nations would look at Israel’s success and failure 
to see how powerful God was.  
———Joshua is now starting to focus on the right 
thing.  He is now thinking, “How can God be 
glorified in this situation?”

This is what we need to thinking about when we 
encounter trials or the storms of life.  How can 
God be glorified in this situation?    
—READ: 1 Cor. 6:20, “For you have been 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body. 1 Corinthians 6:20 NASB
——If you are a believer and follower of Christ 
your life is not your own.  Your purpose in life is to 
glorify God.  
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10So the Lord said to Joshua, “Rise up! Why 
is it that you have fallen on your face? 
11Israel has sinned, and they have also 
transgressed My covenant which I 
commanded them. And they have even taken 
some of the things under the ban and have 
both stolen and deceived. Moreover, they 
have also put them among their own things. 
12Therefore the sons of Israel cannot stand 
before their enemies; they turn their backs 
before their enemies, for they have become 
accursed. I will not be with you anymore 
unless you destroy the things under the ban 
from your midst.

God responded to Joshua. 
—When Achan disobeyed he became like the 
very people they exterminated.  
——Not only was Achan’s sins counted against 
him but God demanded holiness and obedience 
so Achan’s sin counted against Israel until the sin 
was taken care of.  

We see the seriousness of sin and God’s outrage 
at sin.
—It is detestable to Him.  This is why we need 
Jesus so much.
——So we see verse 12 what happens when we 
sin and don’t have Jesus.  It says God will not be 
with you anymore. 
———This is the human condition before Jesus 
Christ comes into our lives.  God is not with us.  
Once we accept Jesus God is with us.   

13Rise up! Consecrate the people and say, 
‘Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, for thus 
the Lord, the God of Israel, has said, “There 
are things under the ban in your midst, O 
Israel. You cannot stand before your enemies 
until you have removed the things under the 
ban from your midst.” 14In the morning then 
you shall come near by your tribes. And it 
shall be that the tribe which the Lord takes by 
lot shall come near by families, and the family 
which the Lord takes shall come near by 
households, and the household which the 
Lord takes shall come near man by man. 15It 
shall be that the one who is taken with the 
things under the ban shall be burned with fire, 
he and all that belongs to him, because he 
has transgressed the covenant of the Lord, 
and because he has committed a disgraceful 
thing in Israel.’” 

Sin needs to be dealt with. 
—The people are to consecrate themselves.  
——They were to prepare themselves for God.  
Clean themselves.  Get right before God.   
———This is what we need to do when we face 
sin as well.  We need to confess our sins to God 
through the mediator Jesus Christ.
————Jesus make us clean, holy, and right 
before God.  
—————READ: 1 John 1:7, “but if we walk in 
the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 1 John 
1:7 NASB.”
 
The instruction here we see God once again 
leading Israel.  They are not trying to do it on 
their own anymore.  
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16So Joshua arose early in the morning and 
brought Israel near by tribes, and the tribe of 
Judah was taken. 17He brought the family of 
Judah near, and he took the family of the 
Zerahites(z-air-a-hights); and he brought the 
family of the Zerahites near man by man, and 
Zabdi(zab-dee) was taken. 18He brought his 
household near man by man; and Achan, son 
of Carmi(car-me), son of Zabdi(zab-dee), son 
of Zerah(z-air-a), from the tribe of Judah, was 
taken.

We see the process slowly lead Joshua and 
Israel to the one who had caused all the issues.  

19Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I 
implore you, give glory to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, and give praise to Him; and tell me now 
what you have done. Do not hide it from me.” 
20So Achan answered Joshua and said, 
“Truly, I have sinned against the Lord, the 
God of Israel, and this is what I did: 21when I 
saw among the spoil a beautiful mantle from 
Shinar(beautiful robes) and two hundred 
shekels of silver and a bar of gold fifty 
shekels in weight, then I coveted them and 
took them; and behold, they are concealed in 
the earth inside my tent with the silver 
underneath it.” 

Joshua pleads with Achan to give glory to God.
—How could Achen give glory to God?  By telling 
the truth.  
——When we act right we glorify God.  
———Achan immediately confessed.

Achan Stole from God, he lied, and he took 
another god over the true God.   
—His attempt to hide his sin from God was 
useless. 
——READ: Ps. 139:7-12, “7Where can I go from 
Your Spirit?
Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8If I 
ascend to heaven, You are there;
If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 
9If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the 
remotest part of the sea, 10Even there Your hand 
will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of 
me. 11If I say, â€œSurely the darkness will 
overwhelm me, And the light around me will be 
night,â€ 12Even the darkness is not dark to You, 
And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness 
and light are alike to You. Psalms 139:7-12 
NASB.”
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22So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran 
to the tent; and behold, it was concealed in 
his tent with the silver underneath it. 23They 
took them from inside the tent and brought 
them to Joshua and to all the sons of Israel, 
and they poured them out before the Lord. 
24Then Joshua and all Israel with him, took 
Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the mantle, 
the bar of gold, his sons, his daughters, his 
oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent and all 
that belonged to him; and they brought them 
up to the valley of Achor. 25Joshua said, 
“Why have you troubled us? The Lord will 
trouble you this day.” And all Israel stoned 
them with stones; and they burned them with 
fire after they had stoned them with stones. 
26They raised over him a great heap of stones 
that stands to this day, and the Lord turned 
from the fierceness of His anger. Therefore 
the name of that place has been called the 
valley of Achor to this day.

This section brings the Achan incident to a brisk 
end. 
—Achan’s confession is confirmed.  
——He was brought out and suffered the 
punishment of his sins.  
———This was a severe punishment but it 
illustrates God’s absolute demand of holiness.
————Achan’s sin had infected the entire 
nation of Israel.  
—————Ironically and tragically for Achan God 
allows the Israelites to take the good from the 
next victory they have.

When we allow our sinful nature to rule our 
hearts and our minds we lose sight of the 
generosity of God.   
—Sin does have it’s consequences.  God may 
forgive us but we often times have to deal with 
the consequences of our sins.  
——Also, we must keep in mind that our sins can 
and will affect more than just us.  Most of the time 
others are affected as well.  

Joshua 7:1-26 NASB
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