
Sin Leads to Destruction

Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins 

1Now Jericho was tightly shut because of the sons of 

Israel; no one went out and no one came in. 

The problem was set before Israel; no one went in our out

-This was a duel problem for Israel wanting in and Jericho 

was stuck in

-The first city that Israel was going to try and take was a 

massive obstacle. 

——Big wall, ready for them to come, 

———Sometimes obstacles can deter us from doing what 

God wants us to.  

————READ: Isa. 12:2, “ Behold, God is my salvation, 

I will trust and not be afraid; For the Lord God is my 

strength and song, And He has become my salvation. 

Isaiah 12:2 NASB 

  

2The Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho into 

your hand, with its king and the valiant warriors. 3You 

shall march around the city, all the men of war circling the 

city once. You shall do so for six days. 4Also seven priests 

shall carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark; 

then on the seventh day you shall march around the city 

seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5It 

shall be that when they make a long blast with the ram’s 

horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, all the 

people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the 

city will fall down flat, and the people will go up every 

man straight ahead.” 

God give instruction to Joshua about taking Jericho. 

 ——There is no military strategy talked about.   

——The blowing of horns, the priest walking with the ark, 

and the people walking following behind what 

symbolized God’s presence reveals that God is going to 

have victory on Israel’s behalf.  

 ——The outcome is already revealed to Joshua.   

—————The activities that Israel will engage in shown 

to be a ceremony.  They were again not military actions.   

—————Israel was the show and God did the work.   

———————The wall was going to fall on itself and 

the Israel was going to enter basically effortlessly. 
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6So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to 

them, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven 

priests carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark 

of the Lord.” 7Then he said to the people, “Go forward, 

and march around the city, and let the armed men go on 

before the ark of the Lord.” 

As Joshua has done throughout the book so far he passed 

along to the people what God commanded. 

8And it was so, that when Joshua had spoken to the 

people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets of 

rams’ horns before the Lord went forward and blew the 

trumpets; and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed 

them. 9The armed men went before the priests who blew 

the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the ark, while 

they continued to blow the trumpets. 10But Joshua 

commanded the people, saying, “You shall not shout nor 

let your voice be heard nor let a word proceed out of your 

mouth, until the day I tell you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall 

shout!” 11So he had the ark of the Lord taken around the 

city, circling it once; then they came into the camp and 

spent the night in the camp. 

This is a report of the first day.   

 —They were to remain silent until Joshua told them to 

yell.   

———They were not to shout a battle cry, they were not 

to shout praise to the Lord while walking.  

—————Praise and battle cry was to wait until the 

seventh day and the seventh time around Jericho.  

12Now Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests 

took up the ark of the Lord. 13The seven priests carrying 

the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the 

Lord went on continually, and blew the trumpets; and the 

armed men went before them and the rear guard came 

after the ark of the Lord, while they continued to blow the 

trumpets. 14Thus the second day they marched around 

the city once and returned to the camp; they did so for six 

days. 

The activity continued for 6 days.  The stage is set.  

15Then on the seventh day they rose early at the dawning 

of the day and marched around the city in the same 

manner seven times; only on that day they marched 

around the city seven times. 16At the seventh time, when 

the priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, 

“Shout! For the Lord has given you the city.

Here is the part we have all been waiting for.  Israel shout 

a praise to God because He has given the city.  

 —We can learn from this moment.   

———We need to praise God for who He is and what He 

has done for us.  
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READ: Isa. 25:1, “O Lord, You are my God; I will exalt 

You, I will give thanks to Your name; For You have worked 

wonders, Plans formed long ago, with perfect faithfulness. 

Isaiah 25:1 NASB 

  

17The city shall be under the ban, it and all that is in it 

belongs to the Lord; only Rahab the harlot and all who are 

with her in the house shall live, because she hid the 

messengers whom we sent. 18But as for you, only keep 

yourselves from the things under the ban, so that you do 

not covet them and take some of the things under the ban, 

and make the camp of Israel accursed and bring trouble 

on it. 19But all the silver and gold and articles of bronze 

and iron are holy to the Lord; they shall go into the 

treasury of the Lord.” 

This is how Israel was to deal with the fallen city of 

Jericho. 

 —All the the things in the city are under the ban.  This 

means that all of the things under the ban are to be 

completely destroyed.  

 ———The Hebrew concept used for “under the ban” can 

be translated: “to devote to the Lord,” “to devote to 

destruction,” or “to completely destroy.” 

 —Rahab and all who were in her house were to live and 

all the metals were to be put into the treasury of the Lord. 

Everything else was to be destroyed. 

The treasures of Jericho were to be set apart for the Lord. 

—This was a kind of first fruit for God.  This would go to 

fund the priest in the early years.  God had a purpose for 

these metals.   

20So the people shouted, and priests blew the trumpets; 

and when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the 

people shouted with a great shout and the wall fell down 

flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man 

straight ahead, and they took the city. 21They utterly 

destroyed everything in the city, both man and woman, 

young and old, and ox and sheep and donkey, with the 

edge of the sword. 

Here is the brief description of the battle if you can call it 

that.  

—Verse 21 tells of the destruction of everything and 

everyone in the city.  Even the animals.    

——Israel had been faithful to do what God had 

commanded them to do.                                                                                             

READ: Heb. 11:30, “By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

down after they had been encircled for seven days. 

Hebrews 11:30 NASB 

 ————God asked Israel to preform a ceremony and 

they stepped out in faith and obeyed God.   
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We need to have faith in God that He will do what He has 

said He will do for us.                                                                                  

READ: Heb.11:6, ”And without faith it is impossible to 

please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that 

He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6 NASB 

READ: Heb. 11:1, “Now faith is the assurance 

(confidence) of things hoped for (confident expectation), 

the conviction (a fixed or firmly held belief, opinion) of 

things not seen. 

Hebrews 11:1 NASB 

  

22Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, 

“Go into the harlot’s house and bring the woman and all 

she has out of there, as you have sworn to her.” 23So the 

young men who were spies went in and brought out 

Rahab and her father and her mother and her brothers and 

all she had; they also brought out all her relatives and 

placed them outside the camp of Israel. 24They burned 

the city with fire, and all that was in it. Only the silver and 

gold, and articles of bronze and iron, they put into the 

treasury of the house of the Lord. 25However, Rahab the 

harlot and her father’s household and all she had, Joshua 

spared; and she has lived in the midst of Israel to this day, 

for she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out 

Jericho. 

So the command of God was lived out.  Rahab and family 

were spared, the metal were put into the treasury, and the 

city and everything inside of it was burned. 

 —The passage then says that Rahab lived among the 

Israelites to that day.   

———This means that Rahab had become an Israelite.  

She would lived with Israel and by her faith in God one 

day walk with God in paradise.  

26Then Joshua made them take an oath at that time, 

saying, “Cursed before the Lord is the man who rises up 

and builds this city Jericho; with the loss of his firstborn he 

shall lay its foundation, and with the loss of his youngest 

son he shall set up its gates.”

Joshua made Israel take this oath.  The city was to remain 

destroyed for all time.  
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27So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame was in all 

the land.

Joshua’s fame grew because God was with Him. 

 —Not because he was cool but God had done great 

things through Joshua.   

———Joshua’s fame spread throughout the land.  

Joshua 6:1-27 NASB There is a question that I think easily comes up when 

looking at a passage like this. 

—How can a holy, just, loving God have commanded 

such harsh actions?  

———The passage says that men, women, young, and 

old.   

The context of the destruction of Jericho was not a secular 

activities.  There was spiritual meaning behind these 

activities. 

—There is a special emphasis in the book of Joshua on 

obedience.  ———Israel is to keep themselves holy, 

undefiled.    

————Why total destruction?  To keep Israel from 

pagan idol worship.  They had already fell to temptation 

in other places.  

Yes this is hard to think about Israel taking out so many 

people.   

—We has humans were not meant to deal with death, 

destruction, pain, and suffering.    

—READ: Gen. 3:1-7—Sin entered so did death 

—We must remember God’s plan is perfect and He has 

reasons behind what he does.    

———Israel was to be absolutely pure.  Their worship of 

God was to remain absolutely pure. 

———We can not forget the Canaanites sin.  They had 

their chance to turn to God but they choose to shut the 

gates and try to keep Him out.    

——————They were really good at living in sin.  They 

practiced child sacrifice, bestiality, prostitution both 

heterosexual and homosexual, incest, and more.  
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What we need to understand from this total destruction: 

—All people sin.  READ: Rom. 3:23, “for all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God, Romans 3:23 NASB 

 —The punishment of that sin is: READ: Rom. 6:23, “For 

the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23 NASB 

————Sin is a harsh reality.  When humanity rejects 

God they fall under the punishment of God.  Those in 

Jericho faced the punishment of God.    

READ: John 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has 

eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see 

life, but the wrath of God abides on him. John 3:36 NASB 

  

This is why we need to be diligent in our evangelism.  

God’s offer of peace need to be constantly on our lips.  

—Jesus paid the debt we owed.  He provided peace to all 

who would believe.    

READ: Isa. 53:5, “But He was pierced through for our 

transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The 

chastening(chase-en-ing) for our well-being fell upon 

Him, And by His scourging we are healed. Isaiah 53:5 

NASB 
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