
Commitment, Cost, Change

Scripture:  Joshua 5
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  Num. 14:5-10, 14:20-25

Passage Begins 
1Now it came about when all the kings of the 
Amorites who were beyond the Jordan to the 
west, and all the kings of the Canaanites who 
were by the sea, heard how the Lord had dried 
up the waters of the Jordan before the sons of 
Israel until they had crossed, that their hearts 
melted, and there was no spirit in them any 
longer because of the sons of Israel. 

The kings and people in the land that the 
Israelites were coming to take were sacred.  It 
seem to be rightfully so as God had done 
amazing things for the Israelites.  The reaction of 
the kings and the people happened before an 
military action happened.  Israel had just come 
into the land and had not even attacked anyone 
yet and their enemies already lost heart.  This will 
be important as we progress in this passage 
because all the fighting men in Israel will be 
incapable of fight for a while and their enemies 
were to sacred to go near them.    
This in contrast to Israel not know what was 
coming but trusted that God would deliver and 
protect them.  See Israel was supposed to enter 
the land before and did not because the enemy 
looked to be to mighty for them.  READ:  Num. 
13:28, “Nevertheless, the people who live in the 
land are strong, and the cities are fortified and 
very large; and moreover, we saw the 
descendants of Anak there.  Numbers 13:28 
NASB

This time we see Israel confident in God as they 
enter the land that God had promised.  They 
were relying on God’s promise of being with them 
which God promised in the beginning of Joshua.  
The question must be asked, “are we relying on 
the promise that God will be with us?”  Matt. 
28:20 tells us that, “Jesus will be with His 
followers forever.”
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READ:  Eph. 3:17-19, “so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 18may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19and 
to know the love of Christ which surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the 
fullness of God. Ephesians 3:17-19 NASB

2At that time the Lord said to Joshua, “Make for 
yourself flint knives and circumcise again the 
sons of Israel the second time.” 

Why could the Israelites not fight….well…..  You 
can figure it out.  Joshua was to make knives and 
it says to circumcise Israel a second time.  Now 
some of you may be thinking that is not supposed 
to be done twice.  You are right.  So what is going 
on here is when Israel came out of Egypt they 
roamed around the desert.  Not the best place to 
have minor surgery.  
So in the Israelite culture and as a symbol of the 
covenant that they made with God they were to 
be circumcised.  They stopped this while 
wondering the desert for forty years.  Now that 
the Israelites were once again entering the land 
that God had promised they were to do this as a 
sign of the covenant God had made with the 
Israelite people.  

3So Joshua made himself flint knives and 
circumcised the sons of Israel at Gibeath-
haaraloth. 
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4This is the reason why Joshua circumcised 
them: all the people who came out of Egypt who 
were males, all the men of war, died in the 
wilderness along the way after they came out of 
Egypt. 5For all the people who came out were 
circumcised, but all the people who were born in 
the wilderness along the way as they came out of 
Egypt had not been circumcised. 6For the sons of 
Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, until 
all the nation, that is, the men of war who came 
out of Egypt, perished because they did not listen 
to the voice of the Lord, to whom the Lord had 
sworn that He would not let them see the land 
which the Lord had sworn to their fathers to give 
us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7Their 
children whom He raised up in their place, 
Joshua circumcised; for they were 
uncircumcised, because they had not 
circumcised them along the way. 

This a description of why there need to be a 
second circumcision.  I think that there is a 
question that we need to answer; why 
circumcision?  First, it shows the commitment 
that you have to God.  This is not a fun thing to 
do but it is proof to God that Israel was going to 
hold up their end of the covenant.  Second, It 
cost them.  I always think of my first car.  It was 
the Cheese4.  It was a fixer upper.  I had to work 
to make that truck nice.  It cost me something 
and so I was committed to that truck.  I rebuilt the 
engine, got rims and tires, new pain, all new 
chrome, and of course a loud sound system.  The 
point being when things cost us we tend to 
commit more to them.  Third, When dealing with 
Israel God gave them physical signs such as a 
pillar of fire at night and cloud by day to follow 
while in the desert.  As we looked at in the 
previous chapters of Joshua the ark symbolized 
God’s presence and the list goes on of the 
physical signs that God used for Israel.
So Israel needed a physical sign of what God 
wanted.  God wanted Israel to commit their lives 
to Him but God wanted Israel to get rid of the 
flesh.  This means to get rid of the sinfulness to 
live according to the things above.  God wanted 
them to have a physical circumcision to remind 
them of the spiritual change that they were 
supposed to have.  
So what do we learn from all this?  First, we need 
to be committed to God.  We need to have proof 
in our lives that we are committed to God.  We 
don’t need to have that physical sign like they 
had but we need to have the spiritual proof that 
we are committed to God.  Second, know that 
serving God is going to cost you and it should 
cost you. 
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READ: Luke 14:28-33, “For which one of you, 
when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and calculate the cost to see if he has 
enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he 
has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all 
who observe it begin to ridicule him, 30saying, 
‘This man began to build and was not able to 
finish.’ 31Or what king, when he sets out to meet 
another king in battle, will not first sit down and 
consider whether he is strong enough with ten 
thousand men to encounter the one coming 
against him with twenty thousand? 32Or else, 
while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So 
then, none of you can be My disciple who does 
not give up all his own possessions.
Luke 14:28-33 NASB

Third, God wants our hearts.  READ: Mark 
12:30, “and you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’  Mark 
12:30 NASB
God wants us to give our lives to Him and submit 
to His will and His purposes.   He wants us to be 
made new not living according to the fleshly 
desires, READ: Rom. 8:5-6, “For those who are 
according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who are according 
to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6For the 
mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set 
on the Spirit is life and peace, Romans 8:5-6 
NASB
 

8Now when they had finished circumcising all the 
nation, they remained in their places in the camp 
until they were healed. 9Then the Lord said to 
Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach 
of Egypt from you.” So the name of that place is 
called Gilgal to this day. 

Obviously the men were not able to move easily 
so they reminded camped out until they were 
healed.  The Israelites not listening to God about 
the promise land is now totally behind them.  The 
covenant is essentially picked back up now.  
Israel was now being careful to obey God in 
every way possible.  Israel was now on track and 
no nation was going to stand against them when 
they were obeying God and He was with them.  
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10While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal they 
observed the Passover on the evening of the 
fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains 
of Jericho.

The passover is an important preparation before 
taking the promise land.  The passover was a 
time for Israel to remember the things that God 
had done for them.  It was a look back at the 
great miracles that God had performed for Israel.  
It was also a look forward.  The passover brought 
hope to Israel who were hopeless enslaved in 
Egypt.  The passover was hope for the nation of 
Israel that God was going to work in mighty way 
because He is their God.  
We to should find hope in Jesus Christ who is our 
savior from slavery.  Israel was saved from a 
physical slavery and we are saved from a 
spiritual slavery to sin.  Jesus freed us from that 
bond that had us so tightly bound.  READ: Rom. 
8:1-4, “1Therefore there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 
from the law of sin and of death. 3For what the 
Law could not do, weak as it was through the 
flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, 
He condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, 
who do not walk according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. Romans 8:1-4 NASB

11On the day after the Passover, on that very 
day, they ate some of the produce of the land, 
unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The 
manna ceased on the day after they had eaten 
some of the produce of the land, so that the sons 
of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate some 
of the yield of the land of Canaan during that 
year. 

This occasion was huge for Israel.  The end of 
the wondering was official.  Manna was what God 
fed Israel while they were wondering in the desert 
with on food around.  So the manna stopping as 
well as the circumcision happening again is the 
end of and era and the dawning of a new era.  
Israel is now eating the food of the land which 
God had provided Israel.  Israel is enjoying the 
first fruits of it obedience to God.  
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Obedience was yet again the key to Israel’s best 
life.  So to our key to our best life is obedience to 
the commands that Jesus gave.  To love God 
with all our hearts, souls, and mind.  Also, to love 
others as ourselves.   There is no promise that 
live will be easy and you will have everything you 
can possibly want.  But you will have your best 
life.  READ: John10:10, “The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly.
John 10:10 NASB

13Now it came about when Joshua was by 
Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and 
behold, a man was standing opposite him with his 
sword drawn in his hand, and Joshua went to him 
and said to him, “Are you for us or for our 
adversaries?” 14He said, “No; rather I indeed 
come now as captain of the host of the Lord.” And 
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed 
down, and said to him, “What has my lord to say 
to his servant?” 15The captain of the Lord’s host 
said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your 
feet, for the place where you are standing is 
holy.” And Joshua did so.

Joshua was surprised seeing a man standing 
there.  Joshua did not know that this man was a 
divine messenger.  The man identifies himself as 
the captain of the host of the Lord.  Now if you 
are going into battle who better to have on your 
side then the captain of the host of the Lord.
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The response of the captain tells us that God is 
going to be with Israel but more than with Israel.  
The captain tells Joshua to take his shoes off 
because the place they were standing was holy.  
Why was it holy?  Because it was a nice place?  
There was gold there?  No, because God was 
there with them.  This was holy because God’s 
presence was with Israel.  We see similar 
language with Moses and the burning bush.  
READ: Exod. 3:2-5, “The angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of 
a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was 
burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. 
3So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see 
this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned 
up.” 4When the Lord saw that he turned aside to 
look, God called to him from the midst of the 
bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 5Then He said, “Do not come near 
here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground....
Exodus 3:2-5 NASB

Joshua 5:1-15 NASB If you are believer in Christ, if you have given 
your live to Christ, if you have repaired your 
broken relationship with God by His son Jesus 
then you have God on your side as well.  READ: 
Rom. 8:31, “What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us?  
Romans 8:31 NASB

Scripture:  Joshua 5

7


