
Memorial

Scripture:  Joshua 4:1-24
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:   Ps. 95:3-7

Passage Begins In understanding this passage we need to 
understand that it jumps around a bit.  It will go back 
and forth in the narrative so if you start to question if 
they went back into the water they did not.  The 
narrative is moving around like crazy in this chapter.  
It is like a movie that starts at the end and jumps to 
the middle, then to the beginning, and then to the 
end again.  

1Now when all the nation had finished crossing the 
Jordan, the Lord spoke to Joshua, saying, 2“Take for 
yourselves twelve men from the people, one man 
from each tribe, 3and command them, saying, ‘Take 
up for yourselves twelve stones from here out of the 
middle of the Jordan, from the place where the 
priests’ feet are standing firm, and carry them over 
with you and lay them down in the lodging place 
where you will lodge tonight.’”

We need to think about what an undertaking this 
was.  They were passing over into the enemies 
country.  They had their wives, children, families, 
their animals, and all their possessions.  Joshua had 
the same things that he had to take care of as well.  

4So Joshua called the twelve men whom he had 
appointed from the sons of Israel, one man from 
each tribe; 5and Joshua said to them, “Cross again 
to the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the 
Jordan, and each of you take up a stone on his 
shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Israel. 6Let this be a sign among you, so that 
when your children ask later, saying, ‘What do these 
stones mean to you?’ 7then you shall say to them, 
‘Because the waters of the Jordan were cut off 
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it 
crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off.’ So these stones shall become a memorial to 
the sons of Israel forever.” 

So we see that Joshua continues in his obedience to 
God and does exactly what God commanded him to 
do.  Sometime the littlest things that God calls us to 
do will make a huge difference.  Joshua had to tell 
12 guys to grab some rocks.  This was all part of 
Joshua doing what God commanded him and these 
stones will be a part of the bigger picture.  So these 
12 men from the tribes take stones from the middle 
of the dry Jordan where the priests stood.  Now this 
obviously had to be do while the priest were still 
standing in the dry river bed.  The men were then to 
carry them to the place where Israel was to camp 
that night.  

The stones were taken for a specific purpose.  They 
were to be a testimony and a memorial to Israel’s 
descendants that God had worked a great miracle in 
stopping the waters of the Jordan.  The rocks were 
not an alter or a sacred place.  But a pile of stones 
for a remembrance.  

Scripture:  Joshua 4:1-24

�1

 



This happens a lot throughout the old testament.  
God wants the people to remember what He had 
done for them.  The last song we sung says, “here I 
raise my Ebenezer.”  The song is not talking about 
the grump guy in the Christmas Carol.  READ: 1 
Sam. 7:12, “Then Samuel took a stone and set it 
between Mizpah and Shen, and named it Ebenezer, 
saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 1 Samuel 
7:12 NASB  Ebenezer means a state of help.  So we 
see that Samuel set an stone of remembrance of 
what God has done.  
It is important that we remember what God has done 
in our lives.  We need to take note of the fact that 
these places of remembrance are set up.  Why do 
we need to remind ourselves of the times that God 
has done something amazing?  
Because we are really good at forgetting!!  When it 
comes to remember what God has done for us we 
can be very forgetful.  God is gracious to us.  He 
knows we are forgetful so He shows us that 
memorials, only as memorials and not idols are  a 
good thing.  
Here are 4 things that we can to to remember God’s 
goodness to us.  1.  Think.  What are events that you 
can look back on that are defining moments for you 
and your relationship with God.  Maybe a moment 
where God showed you His power, grace, love, 
faithfulness, and so on.  READ: Ps. 77:12, “I will 
meditate on all Your work.  And muse on Your deeds. 
Psalms 77:12 NASB

2.  Thank.  Have a heart of gratitude for what He has 
done.  If you are constantly thanking Him for what 
He has done you will remember what He has done 
for you.  READ: Ps. 9:1, “I will give thanks to the 
Lord with all my heart;
I will tell of all Your wonders. Psalms 9:1 NASB
3. Tell.  Once we have remembered we need to tell 
the great things that God has done for us.  READ: 
Joshua 4:21-22, “21He said to the sons of Israel, 
“When your children ask their fathers in time to 
come, saying, ‘What are these stones?’ 22then you 
shall inform your children, saying, ‘Israel crossed this 
Jordan on dry ground.’ Joshua 4:21-22 NASB.”
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4. Transcribe.  Write them down!  Write down your 
prayer request and check your prayers off when God 
answers them.  Write down the ways you  have 
experienced God.  READ YOUR MARKED POST IN 
YOUR BOOK.  
These stones that the Israelites were going to look 
back on this very personal memorial.  The question 
that they children were going to ask, “what were 
these stones to YOU?”  God is a personal God.  I 
have things in my book here that you may not ever 
have in yours.  But God is personal and you will 
have moments were God reveals Himself to you if 
you have a relationship with Him.  
READ: James 4:8, “Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. James 
4:8
We have to have relationship with Him and He will 
draw near to us.           READ:  1 John 4:16, “We 
have come to know and have believed the love 
which God has for us. God is love, and the one who 
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
1 John 4:16 NASB.”
READ: 1 John 4:19, “We love, because He first 
loved us. 1 John 4:19 NASB.”

8Thus the sons of Israel did as Joshua commanded, 
and took up twelve stones from the middle of the 
Jordan, just as the Lord spoke to Joshua, according 
to the number of the tribes of the sons of Israel; and 
they carried them over with them to the lodging place 
and put them down there. 9Then Joshua set up 
twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan at the 
place where the feet of the priests who carried the 
ark of the covenant were standing, and they are 
there to this day. 10For the priests who carried the 
ark were standing in the middle of the Jordan until 
everything was completed that the Lord had 
commanded Joshua to speak to the people, 
according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua. 
And the people hurried and crossed; 11and when all 
the people had finished crossing, the ark of the Lord 
and the priests crossed before the people.

So we see that these men did exactly as Joshua had 
commanded them.  Interestingly there is much 
debate about these verses.  It seems as though 2 
sets of 12 stones are talked about here.  The 12 that 
the men took and the 12 that Joshua set up where 
the priest were standing.  Others will say that the 
narrator is telling us that Joshua set up the stones 
and then the 12 men came and got them.  I don’t 
think that it is clear on either side to determine if 
there is 1 set of stones or 2.  What is important once 
again is that they were making ways to remember 
how God provided.  
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12The sons of Reuben and the sons of Gad and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over in battle array 
before the sons of Israel, just as Moses had spoken 
to them; 13about 40,000 equipped for war, crossed 
for battle before the Lord to the desert plains of 
Jericho.

These verses once again calls our attention to the 
tribes that were staying on the outside of the Jordan.  
This shows that they tribes were faithful to their word 
and have come ready for battle.  We do get some 
new information here with the battle numbers. They 
were gathering near Jericho ready for whatever was 
to come next.  

 14On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight 
of all Israel; so that they revered him, just as they 
had revered Moses all the days of his life. 

Here is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Joshua.  
God worked and the people respected Joshua 
because God was with him.  The word revered 
literally means feared.  When used in speaking of 
God it means a holy fear, reverence, awe, or 
worship.  In the case of Joshua it has a similar 
meaning.  Israel had a holy fear of Joshua because 
God was obviously with him and God was obviously 
using him.  
READ: 1 Peter 5:6-7, “Therefore humble yourselves 
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you at the proper time, 7casting all your anxiety on 
Him, because He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:6-7 
NASB.”
God will exalt us in His proper time not of a work that 
we do but because of His mighty hand. 
Joshua is now in sorts the new Moses.  After Moses 
lead the Israelites across the Red Sea the people 
feared God and and put their trust in Moses.  READ: 
Ex. 14:31, “When Israel saw the great power which 
the Lord had used against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in 
His servant Moses. Exodus 14:31 NASB.”
So here to Joshua is in a very similar position.  Even 
a very similar miracle that God performed.

15Now the Lord said to Joshua, 16“Command the 
priests who carry the ark of the testimony that they 
come up from the Jordan.” 17So Joshua 
commanded the priests, saying, “Come up from the 
Jordan.” 18It came about when the priests who 
carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord had come 
up from the middle of the Jordan, and the soles of 
the priests’ feet were lifted up to the dry ground, that 
the waters of the Jordan returned to their place, and 
went over all its banks as before. 

We see the ark called something different.  It is 
called the ark of the testimony.  The word testimony 
is always used to refer to God’s testimony or 
covenant.  The use of testimony here as God once 
again fulfilled what He said he was going to do for 
Israel.  This is the beginning of God fulfilling His 
promises He has made to Abraham.  
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God’s word was to form the basis for everything 
Joshua and Israel was going to do.  We see this 
river crossing seems to be taking a really long time.  
God is instructing Israel all along the way what they 
need to do and how they need to do it.  Joshua has 
become the mouthpiece of God telling the people 
what God wants them to do.  This is very important 
because God Israels success will be do to God’s 
word guiding them.  
We today need to be people who listen to God and 
God’s word.  God’s word needs to guide our lives.  
READ: 2 Tim. 3:16-17, “All Scripture is inspired by 
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness; 17so that 
the man of God may be adequate, equipped for 
every good work.2 Timothy 3:16-17 NASB—God’s 
word make one righteous—Adequate—Equipped
READ: James 1:22, “But prove yourselves doers of 
the word, and not merely hearers who delude 
themselves.
James 1:22 NASB
We can just listen to it we need to be a people of 
action just like Joshua and Israel was.  
God will guide us by His Spirit as well.  READ: John 
16:13, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak 
on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will 
speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come. 
John 16:13 NASB
READ: John 14:26, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach 
you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I said to you. 
John 14:26 NASB
God will guide us.  He will guide us by His word and 
through His Spirit but will never contradict His word.  
Always remember that.  God told Joshua and then 
He did what He told Joshua.  God tells us and then 
He does what He tells us.  

19Now the people came up from the Jordan on the 
tenth of the first month and camped at Gilgal on the 
eastern edge of Jericho.

So the miracle is done and Israel had come through 
the Jordan without any effort.  Here they camp at 
Gilgal just outside Jericho.  Gilgal will be a very 
important place in Israel’s future.  This will be a place 
that Israel will remember God’s work.  

20Those twelve stones which they had taken from 
the Jordan, Joshua set up at Gilgal.

Now Joshua sets the stones from the Jordan here at 
Gilgal.  It is a permanent site a permanent memorial 
for Israel.  
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21He said to the sons of Israel, “When your children 
ask their fathers in time to come, saying, ‘What are 
these stones?’ 22then you shall inform your children, 
saying, ‘Israel crossed this Jordan on dry ground.’ 
23For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the 
Jordan before you until you had crossed, just as the 
Lord your God had done to the Red Sea, which He 
dried up before us until we had crossed;

The 12 stones were to be a personal memorial to 
Israel to remind them of their personal God.  Just 
like or memorials we keep track of should be 
personal memorials to remember when God acted in 
our relationship.  When God revealed Himself to us.  
These were to be a reminder in such a way that their 
children will ask, “what are these stones to you?”  
Then Israel will get to teach their children of God’s 
goodness and His power.  Parents you absolutely 
need to teach your children about God’s goodness 
and His power.  They need to know.  

24that all the peoples of the earth may know that the 
hand of the Lord is mighty, so that you may fear the 
Lord your God forever.”

The miracle was performed for a greater purpose 
than merely getting Israel across the Jordan.  There 
are 2 purposes: 1.  It was a sign to ALL people that 
God is mighty.  It was a testimony of God’s 
greatness.  2.  It was an prof to Israel to fear God.  
What do we learn from these 2 purposes?  We need 
know that God is mighty.  Know matter what you are 
facing God is bigger and mightier.  Our lives speak 
as a testimony to God’s goodness.  Are we letting 
people know of God’s goodness?  Do we live with an 
awe for God?  Do we have reverence for Him?   

Joshua 4:1-24 NASB
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