
Stood in a Heap

Scripture:  Joshua 3
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins: 
1Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and he and 
all the sons of Israel set out from Shittim(shit-um) 
and came to the Jordan, and they lodged there 
before they crossed. 2At the end of three days the 
officers went through the midst of the camp;

Here God is getting the Israelites ready to witness a 
great thing that He is going to do.  He gave them 
instruction in chapter 1 to come to the point that they 
are at.  

 3and they commanded the people, saying, “When 
you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God 
with the Levitical priests carrying it, then you shall 
set out from your place and go after it.

The ark of the covenant is mentioned here or the 
first time in the book of Joshua.  What is the ark of 
the covenant?  The are was holy physical 
possessions of Israel and it symbolized God ’s 
presence.  There were 3 symbols of Israel’s 
relationship with God: 1.  The tablets of the 10 
commandments.  2.  Aaron (Moses brother who was 
the first priest) high priest staff, and 3.  a jar of mana 
which was a food that God provided for the Israelites 
as they wondered the desert for 40 years before this 
day here in Joshua.  
The priest were responsible for carrying the ark of 
the covenant. If you are believer in Christ you have 
the awesome job of carry God’s presence with you 
as well.  We don’t have to carry around an ark but 
we have are united with Christ and if we believe in 
Him God presence is always with us.  The problem 
comes when we don’t listen to him.

4However, there shall be between you and it a 
distance of about 2,000 cubits by measure. Do not 
come near it, that you may know the way by which 
you shall go, for you have not passed this way 
before.” 

As a symbol of God’s presence, a healthy distance 
was to be maintained between it and the people.  
This distance emphasized several things but one 
being the sacredness of he ark and the 
awesomeness of the God’s glory.  God’s presence 
among the people was not to be taken lightly or 
abused as the Israelites would do later taking the ark 
into battle as a lucky charm to defeat their enemy.  
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What do can we learn about this distance that Israel 
was to keep from the ark?  We need to have a 
balance in our understanding of God’s presence, His 
close,  comforting, presence,  READ:  Rom. 8:38, 
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other created thing, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.
Romans 8:38-39 NASB

 and His awesome fearsome glory.  READ: Luke 
12:5, “But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One 
who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into 
hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!  Luke 12:5 NASB

The distance was also so the people would know the 
way in which they should go.  They had not been 
there before and God was going to lead them 
exactly where He wanted them to go.  This is a literal 
leading physically so the Israelites went where they 
were supposed to but it was also a figurative leading 
as well.  Over and over again we heard in Chapter 1 
that Joshua was to be obedient to God’s laws.  God 
was going to lead Joshua and guide and direct Him 
as he obeyed the commands that God had.  If the 
Israelites kept the right reverence for God, He would 
show them which way they should walk both 
physically and spiritually.  

5Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders 
among you.”  6And Joshua spoke to the priests, 
saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross 
over ahead of the people.” So they took up the ark of 
the covenant and went ahead of the people. 

There were certain way that they were to consecrate 
themselves which you can find in Leviticus but what 
we need to really understand about this consecration 
is that they were sanctify themselves or make 
themselves right with God before the big move.  God 
did not want anyone in a place where they would 
contaminate the relationship with Him and His 
people.   
It says that God is going to do wonders among you.  
God is going to do amazing things or miracles 
among the Israelites.  This thing that God is going to 
do the people will not be able to explain how God did 
it.  It will be a mighty act of God.  
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7Now the Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin 
to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may 
know that just as I have been with Moses, I will be 
with you. 8You shall, moreover, command the priests 
who are carrying the ark of the covenant, saying, 
‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the 
Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’”

God speaks to Joshua here.  Again God tells Joshua 
that He is going to use Him and God says He is 
going to Exalt Joshua and God will be with Joshua 
like He was with Moses.  Joshua does not know it 
but God is going to validate Joshua with a great 
miracle.  

As we soon will find out God will validate Joshua but 
Joshua’s role is minimal.  God told Joshua to tell 
some priest to do something.  Then God does the 
miracle by His power and Joshua is not even used in 
this thing God will do.  Joshua’s claim to power did 
not rest on anything he had done.  It rest on God 
accomplishing something because Joshua had done 
what God called him to do.  Joshua has to this point 
in the book obeyed everything God has told him to 
do.   
READ: John15:7-8, “If you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My 
disciples. 
John 15:7-8 NASB
God is gloried when we obey His commands.  God 
is exalted in us like He is in Joshua when we do 
what He asks of us.  

9Then Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “Come 
here, and hear the words of the Lord your God.” 
10Joshua said, “By this you shall know that the living 
God is among you, and that He will assuredly 
dispossess from before you the Canaanite, the 
Hittite, the Hivite (Hiv-ite), the Perizzite (per-i-zite), 
the Girgashite (gir-a-shite), the Amorite, and the 
Jebusite.

Verse 10 gives us a sort phrase “by this you will 
know…”  This is referring to the miracle.  By the 
great miracle that God is going to preform the people 
of Israel will be reassured of the power of God but 
that God was with them.  The people will surely 
know that God was will Joshua and with them 
because of what he was going to do.  

We see that God is called the living God.  This is to 
contrast the gods of the people they were going to 
encounter.  God is living and He is involved in our 
lives.  The so called gods out there God calls the 
dead or false.  
READ: Jer. 10:10, “But the Lord is the true God; He 
is the living God and the everlasting King.  At His 
wrath the earth quakes, And the nations cannot 
endure His indignation. Jeremiah 10:10 NASB.”
God is living and He is involved in His creation.  
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This should be a reminder to us as it was to Israel 
that the gods of this world are not really gods.  We 
have a powerful God that living who is able to do 
amazing miracles.  Also, as the verse says, “among 
you.”  God is with us.  READ: Eze. 37:27-28, “My 
dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be 
their God, and they will be My people. 28And the 
nations will know that I am the Lord who sanctifies 
Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forever.”’”
Ezekiel 37:27-28 NASB

11Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all 
the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the 
Jordan. 12Now then, take for yourselves twelve men 
from the tribes of Israel, one man for each tribe. 13It 
shall come about when the soles of the feet of the 
priests who carry the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all 
the earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters 
of the Jordan will be cut off, and the waters which 
are flowing down from above will stand in one heap.” 

The ark was to be the guide for the Israelites.  What 
symbolized God’s presence was to guide the 
Israelites into an amazing miracle.  The amazing 
thing, the miracle, was now revealed.  God was 
going to stop the water from flowing.  This raging 
river will be stopped so that the Israelites will be able 
to walk through it.  

God shows Israel, the nations that they will conquer, 
and us that God is in control over all things.  
Everything is God’s READ:  Ps. 24:1, “The earth is 
the Lord’s, and all it contains, The world, and those 
who dwell in it. Psalms 24:1 NASB
 So God controls the waters here to provide the gift 
that He is going to give His people.  

14So when the people set out from their tents to 
cross the Jordan with the priests carrying the ark of 
the covenant before the people, 15and when those 
who carried the ark came into the Jordan, and the 
feet of the priests carrying the ark were dipped in the 
edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its 
banks all the days of harvest), 16the waters which 
were flowing down from above stood and rose up in 
one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the city 
that is beside Zarethan (zar-a-than); and those which 
were flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah (air-
a-ba), the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So the 
people crossed opposite Jericho.

This miracle testifies to God’s greatness and 
faithfulness.  We should be in awe of the wonderful 
miracle that God performs here but also the 
awesome things that God does in our lives.  God 
has provided for you in ways you have never thought 
of  READ: Rom. 8:32, “He who did not spare His 
own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will 
He not also with Him freely give us all things? 
Romans 8:32 NASB
He has protected you when you may not even 
known it. READ: Ps. 32:7, “You are my hiding place; 
You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with 
songs of deliverance…. Psalms 32:7 NASB
 We should be in awe of God and His miraculous 
power.  
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17And the priests who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the 
middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed on dry 
ground, until all the nation had finished crossing the 
Jordan.

Something new is presented here.  The priest stood 
on dry ground.  The waters were so completely 
stopped up that the priest stood and the people 
crossed on dry ground.  The river was at the flood 
stage spilling over it banks and yet here is the nation 
of Israel crossing on dry ground.  
This is event runs closely with the Red Sea crossing 
in Exodus 14-15.  In Exodus God also separated the 
waters allowing Israel to cross on dry ground.  There 
too the water stood in a heap READ: Ex. 15:8, “8“At 
the blast of Your nostrils the waters were piled up, 
The flowing waters stood up like a heap; The deeps 
were congealed in the heart of the sea. Exodus 15:8 
NASB

So what is the purpose of God separating the sea or 
the river in such a way?  The purpose was so that 
Israel could move to the next place that God had for 
them, to glorify God, and show that God is living and 
involved in our lives.

Joshua 3:1-17 NASB
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