
Rahab

Scripture:  Joshua 2:1-24
Announcements:
Scripture Reading:  Heb. 11:30-31, James 2:25

Passage Begins Here we are at like I said last week biblical 
narrative.  To break down each verse would be 
tedious and most like not give us any extra 
insight into what is going on.  There are three 
main ideas we will look at today in our passage.  

1Then Joshua the son of Nun sent two men as 
spies secretly from Shittim(Shit—im), saying, 
“Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” So they 
went and came into the house of a harlot whose 
name was Rahab, and lodged there. 2It was told 
the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, men from the 
sons of Israel have come here tonight to search 
out the land.”  3And the king of Jericho sent word 
to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have 
come to you, who have entered your house, for 
they have come to search out all the land.”

The full name of Joshua is used here to show a 
break from the previous chapter.  Remember 
when they were writing these books down they 
did not have chapters or verses.  They were all 
one continuous writing.  

Joshua sent out spies secretly.  The place where 
Joshua sent these spies near the Jordan has 
some significance.  First, this was the place that 
Israel had rejected God earlier and they inter-
married with people that God had told them not to 
marry.  Second, Moses sent out spies and that 
did not turn out very well.  
So these spies find themselves in a not so godly 
place so they thought.  If a person is trying to 
hide from other this place would have been the 
perfect place to conceal themselves.  They did 
not go there for what harlot are known for they 
were there to hide.  
Rahab’s house was likely a way station, inn, 
tavern, or a combination of these.  Joshua 
intended for them to focus on scouting Jericho 
and to do so stealth like.  It did not work out so 
good for them.  The king of Jericho was informed 
the first day they were there.  He sent word to 
Rahab.    
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4But the woman had taken the two men and 
hidden them, and she said, “Yes, the men came 
to me, but I did not know where they were from. 
5It came about when it was time to shut the gate 
at dark, that the men went out; I do not know 
where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for 
you will overtake them.” 6But she had brought 
them up to the roof and hidden them in the stalks 
of flax which she had laid in order on the roof. 
7So the men pursued them on the road to the 
Jordan to the fords; and as soon as those who 
were pursuing them had gone out, they shut the 
gate. 

Rahab knew the spies mission and saved them.  
She missed the king’s agents by lying about what 
she knew of the spies.  In response to Rahab’s 
wrong information the king’s men went out 
searching for the spies.  The kings men went 
after the spies as though the were heading back 
to the nation of Israel.  

8Now before they lay down, she came up to them 
on the roof, 9and said to the men, “I know that 
the Lord has given you the land, and that the 
terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the 
inhabitants of the land have melted away before 
you. 10For we have heard how the Lord dried up 
the water of the Red Sea before you when you 
came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two 
kings of the Amorites who were beyond the 
Jordan, to Sihon(syon) and Og, whom you utterly 
destroyed. 11When we heard it, our hearts 
melted and no courage remained in any man any 
longer because of you; for the Lord your God, He 
is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.

We are going to camp here for a while so get 
comfortable.  There is so much reveal in these 
verse that I cannot leave out.  So here we go.  
These verses give us a lot of information about 
Israel’s reputation.  The whole land was melting 
with fear because of what God had done for the 
Israelites.  Not only Jericho but everyone who 
lives in that land is scared of what God will do 
through Israel.  

Rahab’s statement in verse 11 is something we 
should focus on.  From the mouth of a foreigner a 
non-Israelite not only does she affirm that her 
home land will be given to the Israelites.  Notice 
she uses the word given not taken by military 
force but given to Israel by God.  She then says 
that “the Lord your God, He is God in heaven 
above and on earth beneath.”  
This statement is remarkable for 3 reasons.  
First, Rahab affirms that Israel’s God has 
dominion over the earth and heaven.  This 
means that if she even believed in the Canaanite 
gods anymore they were under the God of Israel.  
The God of Israel is the most powerful God.  
Rahab a Canaanite prostitute who new her 
culture and religious tradition affirms Israel’s God 
ruled over all things.   She is right God is all 
powerful.  
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READ: Dan. 4:34-35, “But at the end of that 
period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 
toward heaven and my reason returned to me, 
and I blessed the Most High and praised and 
honored Him who lives forever;
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
And His kingdom endures from generation to 
generation. 
35“All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted 
as nothing,
But He does according to His will in the host of 
heaven
And among the inhabitants of earth;
And no one can ward off His hand
Or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’
Daniel 4:34-35 NASB

READ: Isa. 43:13, “Even from eternity I am He, 
And there is none who can deliver out of My 
hand; I act and who can reverse it?” Isaiah 43:13 
NASB.”
READ: Isa. 14:27, “For the Lord of hosts has 
planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His 
stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?” Isaiah 
14:27 NASB.”
READ: Job 42:2, “I know that You can do all 
things, And that no purpose of Yours can be 
thwarted. Job 42:2 NASB.”
READ: Col. 1:15-17, “He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For 
by Him all things were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things have been created through 
Him and for Him. 17He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together. Colossians 1:15-17 
NASB.”

Second, Rahab stated that Israel’s God was 
indeed God.  She says, “The Lord your God is 
God.  By saying this she is stating that the gods 
of her culture were not true gods but idols.  
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Third, Rahab uses language only used 3 other 
times in the bible.  READ: Ex.20:4, ““You shall 
not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of 
what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath 
or in the water under the earth. Exodus 20:4 
NASB  
READ: Deut. 5:8, “’You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 
water under the earth. Deuteronomy 5:8 NASB.” 
If that sound familiar then good that is from the 
10 commandments that God gave the Israelites.  
This is the Law that is not to depart from 
Joshua’s mouth.  
READ: Deut. 4:39, “Know therefore today, and 
take it to your heart, that the Lord, He is God in 
heaven above and on the earth below; there is no 
other.
Deuteronomy 4:39 NASB.”

So 2 of the other times that language is used is in 
the ten commandments and the passage in Deut. 
4 flat out says there are not other god but the 
God of the bible.  
So when we read these words coming from 
Rahab’s mouth we need to understand that she 
was not merely trying to save her skin.  She was 
acknowledging that God that she had heard of 
was the only true God.  This is exactly why she 
acted as she did in verse 4-8.  She had come to 
believe in her heart that the God of the bible was 
the only true God.  Everything He has done and 
said is true.  She had changed her belief system 
and was ready to change her life.  
Rahab had taken time to try and find out 
everything she could about God.  She had many 
pieces that she fit together and believed in God.  
She is a foreigner who responded in faith to God.  
In fact Rahab is included with four other women 
in Jesus’ genealogy in PULL UP Matt. 1:1-16.  
There is Tamar, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary.  
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All but Mary were foreigners who became part of 
Israel.  The inhabitants of Jericho presumably 
had the same opportunity to embrace Israel’s 
God like Rahab.  See God wanted all people to 
be included in His saving even in the Old 
Testament.  READ: Gen. 12:2-3, “And I will make 
you a great nation,
And I will bless you, And make your name great; 
And so you shall be a blessing;  3And I will bless 
those who bless you, And the one who curses 
you I will curse. And in you all the families of the 
earth will be blessed.” Genesis 12:2-3 NASB.”
God wanted all nations to be blessed by Israel.  
But when a nation is like Jericho that did not 
submit to God’s power then Israel would not be a 
blessing.  God wants us to acknowledge His 
power and serve Him as Rahab did.  

12Now therefore, please swear to me by the 
Lord, since I have dealt kindly with you, that you 
also will deal kindly with my father’s household, 
and give me a pledge of truth, 13and spare my 
father and my mother and my brothers and my 
sisters, with all who belong to them, and deliver 
our lives from death.” 14So the men said to her, 
“Our life for yours if you do not tell this business 
of ours; and it shall come about when the Lord 
gives us the land that we will deal kindly and 
faithfully with you.” 

Because her kindness to the spies and her new 
belief in the God of Israel she asks the spies to 
take an oath protecting her and her household.  
The spies agreed and put their own lives on the 
line if she was harmed.  

15Then she let them down by a rope through the 
window, for her house was on the city wall, so 
that she was living on the wall. 16She said to 
them, “Go to the hill country, so that the pursuers 
will not happen upon you, and hide yourselves 
there for three days until the pursuers return. 
Then afterward you may go on your way.”

She let the spies down through the window and 
she was concerned for the spies safety.  She told 
them to hide in the hills so the kings men would 
not find them.  
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17The men said to her, “We shall be free from 
this oath to you which you have made us swear, 
18unless, when we come into the land, you tie 
this cord of scarlet thread in the window through 
which you let us down, and gather to yourself into 
the house your father and your mother and your 
brothers and all your father’s household. 19It 
shall come about that anyone who goes out of 
the doors of your house into the street, his blood 
shall be on his own head, and we shall be free; 
but anyone who is with you in the house, his 
blood shall be on our head if a hand is laid on 
him. 20But if you tell this business of ours, then 
we shall be free from the oath which you have 
made us swear.” 21She said, “According to your 
words, so be it.” So she sent them away, and 
they departed; and she tied the scarlet cord in the 
window. 

The spies add conditions to the agreement made 
with Rahab.  Rahab is to hand a scarlet thread 
and gather her family into her house.  The 
interesting part is the scarlet cord.   This is a 
different cord than the rope Rahab let them down 
with.
Why Scarlet?  There are 2 different connections: 
first-the word “Scarlet cord” which is found in 
READ: Gen. 38:28-30, “28Moreover, it took 
place while she was giving birth, one put out a 
hand, and the midwife took and tied a scarlet 
thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out 
first.” 29But it came about as he drew back his 
hand, that behold, his brother came out. Then 
she said, “What a breach you have made for 
yourself!” So he was named Perez. 30Afterward 
his brother came out who had the scarlet thread 
on his hand; and he was named Zerah. Genesis 
38:28-30 NASB
 
These son’s that were born were to Tamar.  Yes 
the very Tamar who we mentioned earlier as a 
foreign women mentioned in Jesus genealogy 
with Rahab.  In God’s awesome plan these two 
women both of them foreigners, society outcasts, 
prostitutes, and connected by a scarlet cord 
came to be part of Jesus lineage.  This is part of 
the Bible patterns that shows God working in 
unexpected ways, through unexpected people.  
The second connection of the scarlet cord is the 
passover.  The passover is described in Exod. 12 
where Israel was to paint blood on the doorposts 
of their homes as a sign for the Lord.  The 
Israelites were slaves in Israel and this is the last 
trial that Egypt would endure before releasing 
Israel.  The blood on the door post was a sign of 
protected all that were in the house specifically 
the first born.  likewise, Rahab’s scarlet cord was 
to be a sign for Israel.  In both cases those being 
protected were not, to go outside their homes.  
God spared those faithful to him in both cases.   
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22They departed and came to the hill country, 
and remained there for three days until the 
pursuers returned. Now the pursuers had sought 
them all along the road, but had not found them. 
23Then the two men returned and came down 
from the hill country and crossed over and came 
to Joshua the son of Nun, and they related to him 
all that had happened to them. 24They said to 
Joshua, “Surely the Lord has given all the land 
into our hands; moreover, all the inhabitants of 
the land have melted away before us.”

The spies report was simple, confident, and 
direct.

Joshua 2:1-24 NASB But we are not quite done.  Something got me as 
I was preparing this message.  Hebrews and 
James praise Rahab for her faith.  READ: Heb. 
11:30-31, “30By faith the walls of Jericho fell 
down after they had been encircled for seven 
days. 31By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish 
along with those who were disobedient, after she 
had welcomed the spies in peace. Hebrews 
11:30-31 NASB.”
READ: James 2:25, “25In the same way, was 
not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when 
she received the messengers and sent them out 
by another way? James 2:25 NASB.”

The problem I am seeing is that Rahab told a 
bold-faced lie.  She totally lied to the king of 
Jericho’s men in verse 4.  There are 2 moral 
issues that Rahab runs into here.  First, it is 
wrong to lie.  Second, we must protect human 
life.  In Rahab’s case it seems as though there is 
no alternative but to lie.  
The thing we must understand is that Rahab is 
new to the Israelite God.  She knows of His 
power but still only has pieces of what she is 
supposed to be and do.  Believers, we must 
know that God does not want us to choose the 
lesser sin in a situation like this.  We must believe 
that God is big enough that He will make another 
way.  
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READ: 1Cor. 10:13, “No temptation has 
overtaken you but such as is common to man; 
and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, so 
that you will be able to endure it. 1 Corinthians 
10:13 NASB.”

We should not do evil that good may result.  In 
Rahab’s case the she should have looked for 
another way out of the situation.  So to should 
believers in Christ look for another way out.  
Lastly, what about the Hebrews passage and the 
James passage?  We need to pay attention to 
the language in these passages.  Hebrews praise 
Rahab for welcoming the spies and did not die 
because she believed in God.  Not that she was 
justified in her lie.  
The James passage praises her for giving 
lodging to the spies and sending them out by a 
safer route.  It does not praise her for lying.  So 
why do we look at this?  As God commanded 
Joshua to obey the law so to are we to live as 
God called us to.  God tells us to lay down our 
lives.  If we are going to be believers in Christ it is 
not going to be easy and it is going to cause us to 
have faith in Him.  Even when a lie is easier we 
need to do the right thing.  Jesus says, “He is the 
truth.”  We need to be a people who are sold out 
for Him no matter the cost.  Rahab had a lot to 
learn about her new relationship with God.  Learn 
from Rahab that God is in control and can do the 
most amazing things.  
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