
Be Strong and Courageous!!!

Scripture:  Joshua 1:1-18
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Passage Begins Today we begin our study in Joshua.  It is important to 
know that this is historical narrative meaning it is the 
history of the Israelite nation.  The book literally picks up 
where Deuteronomy left off.  The writer of the book of 
Joshua is debated.  Some say Joshua wrote most of the 
book as the book speaks of Joshua death and burial.  
Some would argue that others wrote the book of Joshua.  
The book of Joshua show how God’s promises he 
keeps. 

1Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant 
of the Lord, that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of 
Nun, Moses’ servant, saying,
2“Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross 
this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I 
am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.

Moses was  a huge figure for Israel and his death very 
easily could have crippled the nation.  Moses was the 
great law giver and an excellent leader.  The lose of 
Moses did not cripple the nation because God had set 
up Moses successor.  Moses took Joshua under his 
wing and trained Joshua.  Moses discipled Joshua.  

Joshua name means God saves or delivers.  His name 
in the greek is actually translated to being pronounced 
Jesus.  So we see that Joshua and Jesus have their 
name in common as well as delivering God’s people to 
the promise land.  

3Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I 
have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. 

This verse is an indication that the gift of land was in 
fulfillment of God’s promise to Moses.  One of the most 
important way the gift of the land can be understood is 
by understanding the verb “give.”  In Hebrew grammar 
this is the perfect tense.  This conveys the idea that the 
land had already been given.  Israel was not about to be 
given the land, but it already had been given it.  This is 
important for us to understand that God was in control of 
the granting of the land and that the title of the land was 
already Israel’s, even if they had not yet taken all of it.  
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What does this say to us today?  God is in control of 
everything even if it has not happen yet.  READ:  John 
16:33, “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me 
you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, 
but take courage; I have overcome the world.” John 
16:33 NASB
READ: Rev. 4:11, ““Worthy are You, our Lord and our 
God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You 
created all things, and because of Your will they existed, 
and were created.” Revelation 4:11 NASB.”

4From the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as 
the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 
Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting 
of the sun will be your territory.

The extent of the land that God was giving to Israel is 
detailed here in a map of a sort.  We need to understand 
about this land that it was God’s gift to Israel meaning 
that He alone was the giver.  He was the only one who 
could give such a gift were He wanted His people to 
enter into rest.  
God gave the land to Israel by defeating the people in 
the land.  The Israelites were not a great military nation.  
They were not taking this land on their own strength or 
merits.  
This was the gift that God gave the Israelites.  God gives 
us a gift that we can not be strong enough to get, we 
can work to get, it truly is a gift we can buy it, and the 
only way to accept it is receiving it from God.  That is 
Jesus Christ.  READ: 1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also died 
for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He 
might bring us to God, having been put to death in the 
flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 1 Peter 3:18 NASB.”

5No man will be able to stand before you all the days of 
your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with 
you; I will not fail you or forsake you.

This is a charge that God is speaking to Joshua.  It is a 
heart-warming promise to Joshua that his efforts would 
succeed, that God would never leave him, and that the 
same way that God promised to Moses He was 
promising to Joshua.  
Similarly Jesus told those who are his disciples or those 
who make Him Lord over their live that He is with us for 
all time.  READ: Matt. 28:19-20,”Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20teaching 
them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.”  Matthew 
28:19-20 NASB.”
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6Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this 
people possession of the land which I swore to their 
fathers to give them.

This was almost exactly what Moses instructed Joshua 
in Deut.  READ: Deut. 31:7-8, “Then Moses called to 
Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “Be 
strong and courageous, for you shall go with this people 
into the land which the Lord has sworn to their fathers to 
give them, and you shall give it to them as an 
inheritance. 8The Lord is the one who goes ahead of 
you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake 
you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” Deuteronomy 31:7-8 
NASB.”
The statements were accompanied by an assurance 
that God would be with Joshua and the Israelites and He 
would fight for them.  

We will see these word be strong and courageous occur 
a couple other times.  Why does Joshua need so much 
encouragement to be strong and courageous?  Was he 
not a strong and courageous kind of guy?  I don’t think 
that.  I think that there was an enormous challenge 
ahead of him.  It was not going to be easy.  But I think 
there is more to it that just the challenge ahead.  Verse 7 
reveals why he is to be so strong and courageous.  

7Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do 
according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the 
left, so that you may have success wherever you go.
8This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you 
may be careful to do according to all that is written in it;

We see that added is the word “very” which points to the 
instruction of keeping the law.  Keeping the law would be 
the key to Joshua’s success.  God does not instruct 
Joshua about military matters, as they are to face 
several battles.  It was all the law that Joshua was to 
keep.  He was not to turn from it, and he was to speak of 
the law.  

Verse 8 says to mediate on it.  This is not like modern 
day mediation where you try to clear your mind but this: 
a focus on God  himself, His works, and His law.  This is 
a very important for Joshua to keep on track with 
obeying the law.  This is very important for us believers 
today. 
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We need to focus on God himself-READ: Jeremiah 
29:13, “You will seek Me and find Me when you search 
for Me with all your heart. Jeremiah 29:13 NASB.”
Focus on God’s work-READ: Phil. 2:13, “for it is God 
who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His 
good pleasure. Philippians 2:13 NASB.”  READ: Ps. 8:3, 
“When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your 
fingers,
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained; 
Psalms 8:3 NASB.”

Focus on His law-READ: Ps. 19:7-8, “The law of the 
Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; The testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
8The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes. Psalms 19:7-8 NASB.”
When we mediate on God this way we will be careful to 
follow His lead and follow the things He has commanded 
us to do.  
Many Christians read verses like 7 and 8 and see that 
all Christians will succeed in every venture they 
undertake and that they will prosper financially if they 
are truly following God. This is not a right way of 
thinking.  Here are 3 reasons why:
1.  THE message of the book of Job tell the exact 
opposite story.  Job was stripped of his financial wealth 
for reasons that had nothing to do with any lack of faith 
or obedience.  2.  The book of Proverbs, tells if wealth is 
gained it should be done morally and with hard work.  3.  
The words used here in Joshua never speak of financial 
success.  These word are used in turns of succeeding in 
life’s endeavors.  This happens when people’s lives are 
focused on God and obedience to Him.  Believers focus 
should not be on financial success but holiness, 
obedience, love God with our entire being, keep his 
word, and to be in awe of God.   

To prosper or better to succeed in life has nothing to do 
with money or things.  As the passage is very clear in 
telling us that the key to Joshua’s success is to be 
careful to obey the law; he is to not turn from it; he is to 
have it constantly on his lips and meditate on it at all 
times; and he is to be careful to do everything written in 
the law.  His focus in on God’s word and will and not 
anything else so to should our focus be on God word 
and will.    
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9Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous! Do not tremble or be dismayed, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.”

God adds to the charge of be strong and courageous do 
not fear or be discourage.  Why was Joshua not to fear 
or be discourage?  Because God will be with him 
wherever he goes.  Those of you who are believers in 
Christ have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in you and 
God is with you wherever you God as well.  READ: 1 
Cor. 3:16, “Do you not know that you are a temple of 
God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 1 
Corinthians 3:16 NASB.”

10Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, 
saying, 
11“Pass through the midst of the camp and command 
the people, saying, ‘Prepare provisions for yourselves, 
for within three days you are to cross this Jordan, to go 
in to possess the land which the Lord your God is giving 
you, to possess it.’”

Joshua instructs the people not in a military strategy but 
to ready food and supplies for the journey.  This was 
about taking the land that God had given them not 
military might.  It was solely based on God providing for 
them.  

12To the Reubenites and to the Gadites and to the half-
tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 

13“Remember the word which Moses the servant of the 
Lord commanded you, saying, ‘The Lord your God gives 
you rest and will give you this land.’ 
14Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle shall 
remain in the land which Moses gave you beyond the 
Jordan, but you shall cross before your brothers in battle 
array, all your valiant warriors, and shall help them,
15until the Lord gives your brothers rest, as He gives 
you, and they also possess the land which the Lord your 
God is giving them. Then you shall return to your own 
land, and possess that which Moses the servant of the 
Lord gave you beyond the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 

What is happening here is 2 and a half tribes like the 
land outside the promise land and they asked for it.  
They were aloud to stay there as long as when it came 
time for the rest of the nation to enter the promise land 
they would fight with them.  

They were aloud to leave their wives and children in 
their land but the fighting men were to come and fight 
with the rest of the nation.  The importance of these men 
helping the rest of the nation was to persevere unity.  
They were to be a community a nation united for God.  

6They answered Joshua, saying, “All that you have 
commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us 
we will go. 

This is not just the 2 and half tribes response it is the 
whole nations response to Joshua requests.  The people 
pledge their obedience to Joshua’s leadership.  

17Just as we obeyed Moses in all things, so we will 
obey you; only may the Lord your God be with you as 
He was with Moses.

Joshua would not be able to rely on their obedience 
even though they promised.  They promised to obey as 
they obeyed Moses.  Moses became frustrated with the 
Israelites on several occasion for their complaining and 
disobedience.  There was also the incident with the 
golden calf and the wondering the desert for 40 years 
because they didn’t think they could defeat the giants in 
the promise land.  
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Their words were well intentioned but their actions 
throughout history of the nation make it very clear where 
Joshua needed to turn for help.  That is God.  One of the 
over arching lessons we can learn from the bible is that 
people will let you down.  They are not perfect only God 
is.  So we need to put or faith, hope, trust in God.  
READ: Ps. 62:5-8, “My soul, wait in silence for God 
only,
For my hope is from Him. 
6He only is my rock and my salvation,
My stronghold; I shall not be shaken. 
7On God my salvation and my glory rest;
The rock of my strength, my refuge is in God. 
8Trust in Him at all times, O people;
Pour out your heart before Him;
God is a refuge for us....
Psalms 62:5-8 NASB

18Anyone who rebels against your command and does 
not obey your words in all that you command him, shall 
be put to death; only be strong and courageous.”

This expression is found in Scripture 3 other times.  This 
generation in word at least committed to obey Joshua’s 
commands or they would impose serious punishment; 
death.  This is something that the people put on 
themselves.  
Then following that the people tell Joshua to be strong 
and courageous.  There success rest in his hands.

Joshua 1:1-18 NASB
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