
Rest from War

Scripture:  Joshua 11
Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Numbers 13:30-33

Passage Begins 

1Then it came about, when Jabin (jay-ben) king of Hazor 
(hey-zor) heard of it, that he sent to Jobab (jo-bab) king 

of Madon (may-den) and to the king of Shimron (shim-
ron) and to the king of Achshaph (ash-if), 2and to the 

kings who were of the north in the hill country, and in the 
Arabah (air-a-ba)—south of Chinneroth (chin-er-oth) and 

in the lowland and on the heights of Dor (door) on the 
west— 3to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, 

and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the 
Jebusite in the hill country, and the Hivite at the foot of 

Hermon (her-mon) in the land of Mizpeh (mez-paa). 

So here we are on our last conquest for Israel for a 
while.  This will finish up the Israelites taking the promise 

land for a while.  
—Here we see Israel now take the north portion of the 

promise land.  But there were some peoples from other 
area’s as well but mainly the northern section of the 

promise land.    
——Again these people knew that Israel was coming to 

take this land and they had to make a choice.  
———Are they going to stay and fight.  Are they going 

to pack up and run.  Or are they going to try and make 
peace.  
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4They came out, they and all their armies with them, as 

many people as the sand that is on the seashore, with 
very many horses and chariots. 5So all of these kings 

having agreed to meet, came and encamped together at 
the waters of Merom (mEr-rom), to fight against Israel. 

Well they choose to fight against Israel and God.  

—They had an overwhelming number of people fighting 
on their side. 

——So many that the writer says they had as many 
people as sand on the sea shore.  This big of an army 

must have seemed unbeatable.   
———This is how sin can seem.  It sometimes seems 

unbeatable. 
*READ: 1 Corinthians 15:56-57, “The sting of death is 

sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57but thanks be to 
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:56-57 NASB.”
————As we will see that God will help us overcome 

what seems to be unbeatable enemies if we will put our 
hope and faith in Him.   

 

We see that the enemy brought the attack to Israel once 

again.  Only in the case of Jericho and Ai did Israel bring 
the fight to them. 

—This is often the case in life.  Even when you sit back 
and try to remain neutral the enemy comes to you to 

attack.   
——As in the case of Israel when we are trying to live as 

God intended us to you can guarantee that the enemy 
will attack.    
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6Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid 

because of them, for tomorrow at this time I will deliver 
all of them slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their 

horses and burn their chariots with fire.” 7So Joshua and 
all the people of war with him came upon them suddenly 

by the waters of Merom, and attacked them. 8The Lord 
delivered them into the hand of Israel, so that they 

defeated them, and pursued them as far as Great Sidon 
(SI-done) and Misrephoth-maim (miz-ra-foth-maim) and 

the valley of Mizpeh (mez-paa) to the east; and they 
struck them until no survivor was left to them. 9Joshua 

did to them as the Lord had told him; he hamstrung their 
horses and burned their chariots with fire. 

God once again tells Joshua that He will take care of 

him and Israel. 
—This was an impressive promise that God made Israel 

because of the great unbeatable force they faced.  
——But God throughout redemptive history has been 

defeating the unbeatable force.   
———READ 2 Cor. 5:21, “He made Him who knew no 

sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 NASB
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God told Israel to hamstring the horses and burn the 

chariots with fire.  Why?  
—There are at least 4 reasons:

——1.  Buying and selling horses would take Israel to do 
business with their pagan neighbors.  The potential for 

corruption was great.   
——2.  God did not want Israel to be able to attribute 

their victory to the horses and chariots.  This gives the 
potential for Israel to stop trusting God.  He...

——3.  Horses were used as part of pagan worship.  
——4.  Horses would let Israel get further.  They could 

have many different issues being able to see other 
influences. 

—We learn 3 things from this command that God gives 

Israel.   
——Trust God and He will take care of you.   

———READ: Ps. 37:4-6, “Delight yourself in the Lord; 
And He will give you the desires of your heart. 5Commit 

your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. 
6He will bring forth your righteousness as the light And 

your judgment as the noonday. Psalms 37:4-6 NASB
——Get rid/avoid the things that will or may cause your 

to sin or become unholy.   
———READ Matt. 5:29-30, “If your right eye makes you 

stumble, tear it out and throw it from you; for it is better 
for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for 

your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30If your right 
hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; 

for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your 
body, than for your whole body to go into hell.

Matthew 5:29-30 NASB   
———READ: 2 Tim. 2:22, “Now flee from youthful lusts 

and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with 
those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.

2 Timothy 2:22 NASB”
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10Then Joshua turned back at that time, and captured 

Hazor (hey-zor) and struck its king with the sword; for 
Hazor (hey-zor) formerly was the head of all these 

kingdoms. 11They struck every person who was in it with 
the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them; there 

was no one left who breathed. And he burned Hazor 
(hey-zor) with fire.

The Israelites then destroyed Hey-zor which was the city 

that started the others to ban together.  They were the 
responsible part for these nations going against Israel 

and so this city was totally destroyed.  

12Joshua captured all the cities of these kings, and all 
their kings, and he struck them with the edge of the 

sword, and utterly destroyed them; just as Moses the 
servant of the Lord had commanded. 13However, Israel 

did not burn any cities that stood on their mounds, 
except Hazor (hey-zor) alone, which Joshua burned. 

14All the spoil of these cities and the cattle, the sons of 
Israel took as their plunder; but they struck every man 

with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed 
them. They left no one who breathed. 15Just as the Lord 

had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses 
commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did; he left nothing 

undone of all that the Lord had commanded Moses.  
16Thus Joshua took all that land: the hill country and all 

the Negev (ne-gev), all that land of Goshen, the lowland, 
the Arabah (air-a-ba), the hill country of Israel and its 

lowland 17from Mount Halak (hal-ak), that rises toward 
Seir (see-er), even as far as Baal-gad (bale-gad) in the 

valley of Lebanon (leb-a-none) at the foot of Mount 
Hermon (her-mon). And he captured all their kings and 

struck them down and put them to death.

Israel was allowed to keep the spoils from the rest of the 
cities.  We see as this section of conquering other 

nations and taking the promise land that Joshua was 
continues in his obedience to God.  Following all the 

thing that God has commanded.  
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18Joshua waged war a long time with all these kings. 

19There was not a city which made peace with the sons 
of Israel except the Hivites living in Gibeon; they took 

them all in battle. 20For it was of the Lord to harden their 
hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order that he might 

utterly destroy them, that they might receive no mercy, 
but that he might destroy them, just as the Lord had 

commanded Moses. 

The passage says that God hardened these kings 

hearts. 
—The hardening of a heart in the bible is not just 

because God feels like it but most of the time is because 
the heart is defiant.  This is the case here.  These kings 

even though they saw the great miracles God preformed 
for Israel, the great victory of Jericho’s wall fall, and the 

numerous victories were Israel barely had to fight; they 
still were defiant to the true God. 

——These who resisted Israel were totally wiped out not 
because God wanted to but because their own 

stubbornness and resistance to God.  
———READ: Rom. 1:24-25, “Therefore God gave them 

over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their 
bodies would be dishonored among them. 25For they 

exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and 
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 

blessed forever. Amen. Romans 1:24-25 NASB.”

21Then Joshua came at that time and cut off the Anakim 
(an-a-kim) from the hill country, from Hebron, from Debir 

(de-burr), from Anab (A-nab) and from all the hill country 
of Judah and from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua 

utterly destroyed them with their cities. 22There were no 
Anakim (an-a-kim) left in the land of the sons of Israel; 

only in Gaza, in Gath (gath), and in Ashdod (ash-dod) 
some remained. 

The an-a-kim were warriors of great reputation.  These 
people were the main reason that Israel had to wonder 

the desert for 40 years.  For...
—The Israelite spies returned and reported and 

compared them to the Nephilim who in the Israelites 
words, “we seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes,  

and we looked the same to them.” Num.13:33. 
——IT is fitting that the end of Israels conquest ends 

with these people.   
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23So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that 

the Lord had spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it for 
an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by 

their tribes. Thus the land had rest from war.

They finally had rest. 

—This rest was given by God.  He conquered and He 
fought for Israel that they may have rest.  

——God does the same for us.  
———READ: Heb. 4:10-11, “For the one who has 

entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, 
as God did from His. 11Therefore let us be diligent to 

enter that rest, so that no one will fall, through following 
the same example of disobedience. Hebrews 4:10-11 

NASB.”
———READ: Heb. 4:14-16, “Therefore, since we have 

a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 

confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who 

has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 
16Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the 

throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 4:14-16 NASB
 

 

Joshua 11:1-23 NASB God has conquered.  The question is do we believe it?  
Are we able to give God total control?   Are we able to 

trust God?  Do we believe that He has the power to do 
what He said He would?  
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