
Ai

Scripture:  Joshua 8
Announcements:  Game Night 5/19

Scripture Reading:  Joshua 8:30-35

Passage Begins 

1Now the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear or be 
dismayed. Take all the people of war with you and 
arise, go up to Ai; see, I have given into your hand 
the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his land. 2You 
shall do to Ai and its king just as you did to Jericho 
and its king; you shall take only its spoil and its 
cattle as plunder for yourselves. Set an ambush for 
the city behind it.” 

Israel is moving on from the sin of Achan.  It was now 
time to continue to move on in the taking of the 
promised land. 
—The first thing that God says to Joshua is: “do not 
fear.”
——When God is with us and we are walking in a right 
manor with Him we don’t need to be afraid.   
—The second thing God says to Joshua is: “don’t be 
dismayed.” Or don’t be distressed. 
——Often times we take a devastating lost and we 
struggle to get back going.  
———READ: Isa. 41:10, “Do not fear, for I am with you; 
Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold 
you with My righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10 NASB
 
We also need to understand that the first time Israel 
went to Ai there was no promise, assurance, guidance 
from God.   
—This time God has comforted, encouraged, guided, 
promised, and provided.  
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3So Joshua rose with all the people of war to go up 
to Ai; and Joshua chose 30,000 men, valiant 
warriors, and sent them out at night. 4He 
commanded them, saying, “See, you are going to 
ambush the city from behind it. Do not go very far 
from the city, but all of you be ready. 5Then I and all 
the people who are with me will approach the city. 
And when they come out to meet us as at the first, 
we will flee before them. 6They will come out after 
us until we have drawn them away from the city, for 
they will say, ‘They are fleeing before us as at the 
first.’ So we will flee before them. 7And you shall 
rise from your ambush and take possession of the 
city, for the Lord your God will deliver it into your 
hand. 8Then it will be when you have seized the city, 
that you shall set the city on fire. You shall do it 
according to the word of the Lord. See, I have 
commanded you.” 

The ambush was revealed.
—There were many similarities between the first attempt 
at taking Ai.  
——One key difference is that it says the in verse 7, “the 
Lord your God will deliver it into your hand.” 
———God is in control of the Israelites fait and ours.  It 
is in God’s timing and His way that we can conquers. 
————READ: Ps. 18:30, “As for God, His way is 
blameless; The word of the Lord is tried; He is a shield 
to all who take refuge in Him. Psalms 18:30 NASB
 
 

9So Joshua sent them away, and they went to the 
place of ambush and remained between Bethel and 
Ai, on the west side of Ai; but Joshua spent that 
night among the people. 10Now Joshua rose early in 
the morning and mustered the people, and he went 
up with the elders of Israel before the people to Ai. 

Joshua rose early once again.  This is a common theme 
for Joshua before he embarks on this new endeavor for 
God.
—Joshua was preparing himself for the task at hand.  
——We also need to prepare ourselves for the tasks 
ahead of us.  We need to prepare by spending time with 
God.   
———READ: 1 Cor. 9:24, “Do you not know that those 
who run in a race all run, but only one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may win.
1 Corinthians 9:24 NASB
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11Then all the people of war who were with him went 
up and drew near and arrived in front of the city, and 
camped on the north side of Ai. Now there was a 
valley between him and Ai. 12And he took about 
5,000 men and set them in ambush between Bethel 
and Ai, on the west side of the city. 13So they 
stationed the people, all the army that was on the 
north side of the city, and its rear guard on the west 
side of the city, and Joshua spent that night in the 
midst of the valley.

So there are a couple different interpretation on the 
numbers here. 
—We see in verse 3 that there are 30,000 men for the 
ambush and here we see 5,000.  What is going on?
——I am as I have researched led to believe that they 
are part of the ambush set up.  There would be 30,000 
men in one place and the other 5,000 being ready from 
another place.  
———Remember the spies that went said that they 
would need only 2-3 thousand men.  
————The number of Israelites were so great that 
they were in a place to not let any of those who fought 
for Ai escape.  
 

14It came about when the king of Ai saw it, that the 
men of the city hurried and rose up early and went 
out to meet Israel in battle, he and all his people at 
the appointed place before the desert plain. But he 
did not know that there was an ambush against him 
behind the city. 15Joshua and all Israel pretended to 
be beaten before them, and fled by the way of the 
wilderness.  16And all the people who were in the 
city were called together to pursue them, and they 
pursued Joshua and were drawn away from the city. 
17So not a man was left in Ai or Bethel who had not 
gone out after Israel, and they left the city 
unguarded and pursued Israel. 

Those in Ai were chasing the Israelites away in victory 
again so they thought.  
—The Aiites’ success was an illusion.  
——Many people walk around this world thinking they 
have success but really they are seeing an illusion.   
———READ: Matt. 16:26-27, “For what will it profit a 
man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or 
what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27For the 
Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels, and will then repay every man 
according to his deeds. Matthew 16:26-27 NASB
————The Aiites were completely fooled by the 
Israelites.  Just like so many people in this world are 
fooled by money, fame, strength, and many more things.  
 

18Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Stretch out the 
javelin that is in your hand toward Ai, for I will give it 
into your hand.” So Joshua stretched out the javelin 
that was in his hand toward the city. 19The men in 
ambush rose quickly from their place, and when he 
had stretched out his hand, they ran and entered the 
city and captured it, and they quickly set the city on 
fire. 

Joshua stretches out his hand and God’s provision was 
evident.  
—The weapon was not going to win the victory but God 
was going to give the victory.  
——God is going to give Israel a physical victory but He 
gives us a spiritual victory.   
———READ: 1 Cor. 15:55-57, “O death, where is your 
victory? O death, where is your sting? 56The sting of 
death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57but 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:55-57 NASB”
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20When the men of Ai turned back and looked, 
behold, the smoke of the city ascended to the sky, 
and they had no place to flee this way or that, for the 
people who had been fleeing to the wilderness 
turned against the pursuers. 21When Joshua and all 
Israel saw that the men in ambush had captured the 
city and that the smoke of the city ascended, they 
turned back and slew the men of Ai. 22The others 
came out from the city to encounter them, so that 
they were trapped in the midst of Israel, some on 
this side and some on that side; and they slew them 
until no one was left of those who survived or 
escaped. 23But they took alive the king of Ai and 
brought him to Joshua. 

The ambush worked!!!  I love it when a plan comes 
together. 
—They took out this entire people because once again 
they would not submit to the the God of Israel.
——God gives us all time to accept His Son as our Lord 
and savior.  He gives us our time to turn to Him and give 
our lives to Him.  
———That time is not forever.  It can and will run out.   
————READ: 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow 
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is 
patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for 
all to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 NASB
—————READ: 2 Cor. 5:10, “For we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 2 
Corinthians 5:10 NASB
 

24Now when Israel had finished killing all the 
inhabitants of Ai in the field in the wilderness where 
they pursued them, and all of them were fallen by 
the edge of the sword until they were destroyed, 
then all Israel returned to Ai and struck it with the 
edge of the sword. 25All who fell that day, both men 
and women, were 12,000—all the people of Ai. 26For 
Joshua did not withdraw his hand with which he 
stretched out the javelin until he had utterly 
destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 27Israel took only 
the cattle and the spoil of that city as plunder for 
themselves, according to the word of the Lord which 
He had commanded Joshua. 

This time Israel was careful to obey all that God had 
commanded them to do.  —They killed everyone 
because that is what God commanded them to do and 
just like Jericho, Ai would have corrupted the holiness 
that God had required Israel.  
——Again seems harsh but God had given them their 
time to turn to Him and God did not want Israel marrying 
people from Ai and having their Idols deceive His 
people. 

Scripture:  Joshua 8

�4



28So Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a 
desolation until this day. 29He hanged the king of Ai 
on a tree until evening; and at sunset Joshua gave 
command and they took his body down from the 
tree and threw it at the entrance of the city gate, and 
raised over it a great heap of stones that stands to 
this day. 

The king of Ai held a greater responsibility for his 
peoples rejection of God.  So he suffered a harsher fate 
even still.
—The lesson once again is about God’s standard of 
holiness and obedience.  
——Jericho-the city fell and the people, city, and 
everything destroyed.   
———Achan sinned cause the Israelites to take a 
defeat and caused Achan and his family their lives and 
everything they owned.  1For...
————Ai also paid for its resistance to God.  
Completely annihilated and left as a sign for all to see.  
 
God wanted holiness from Israel and the only way they 
could give Him holiness is following all the rules.  God 
have give us Jesus as our way to holiness.  Yes that 
requires following some rules but Jesus make us holy at 
all times. 

—READ: Heb. 13:12-14, “Therefore Jesus also, that He 
might sanctify the people through His own blood, 
suffered outside the gate. 13So, let us go out to Him 
outside the camp, bearing His reproach. 14For here we 
do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city 
which is to come. Hebrews 13:12-14 NASB
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30Then Joshua built an altar to the Lord, the God of 
Israel, in Mount Ebal, 31just as Moses the servant of 
the Lord had commanded the sons of Israel, as it is 
written in the book of the law of Moses, an altar of 
uncut stones on which no man had wielded an iron 
tool; and they offered burnt offerings on it to the 
Lord, and sacrificed peace offerings. 32He wrote 
there on the stones a copy of the law of Moses, 
which he had written, in the presence of the sons of 
Israel. 33All Israel with their elders and officers and 
their judges were standing on both sides of the ark 
before the Levitical priests who carried the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, the stranger as well as the 
native. Half of them stood in front of Mount Gerizim 
and half of them in front of Mount Ebal, just as 
Moses the servant of the Lord had given command 
at first to bless the people of Israel. 34Then 
afterward he read all the words of the law, the 
blessing and the curse, according to all that is 
written in the book of the law. 35There was not a 
word of all that Moses had commanded which 
Joshua did not read before all the assembly of Israel 
with the women and the little ones and the strangers 
who were living among them. 
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