
would be my 
section.   
Well, Candii didn’t 
like that  idea.   
Therefore, I was 
back to square one.  
 
 I had a 
conversation with 
Terry on Sunday, 
the 19th of 
December.  His jaw 
was hurting him 
again…still, and I 
said “I know I am 
being selfish but I 
want your jaw to get 
better, like now.”   
We have had 
conversations about 
how God is doing 
something with 
Terry’s jaw 
condition.  But I am 
selfishly wanting 
whatever God is 
doing to be done, so 
Terry can function at 
full capacity once 
again.   
Terry so wisely 
mumbled out, “My 
mom doesn’t 
understand why she 
is still here; why 
God hasn’t taken 
her yet.  I (Terry) 
said to her “it is 
because God is 
teaching us how to 
love you more and 
better.  That’s your 
purpose here right 
now.”   
Then Terry told me 
something I have 
not thought about 

If you did not know, 
or could not tell, I 
have a hard time 
with newsletter 

deadlines.   
 
Not because I do 
not like writing for 
the newsletter; but 
because I need a 
definite topic to help 
me write; or an idea 
as to what to write 
about.   
If you give me a 
passage or a topic 
and tell me to write 
on it, I have no 
problem writing; in 
fact, I end up writing 
too much.   
But, when you tell 
me to write about 
anything I want ... I 
can’t do that.   
It takes me weeks 
and weeks to get a 
couple of sentences 
down.   
 
So, then I got this 
great idea that I 
would enlist one of 
you who gets to 
write a section in the 
newsletter, which 

before; God is 
using Terry’s jaw 
issue to teach him 
(that I knew) but 
God is teaching us 
something as well, 
through Terry’s jaw 
issue.   
This idea hit me 
pretty hard.  I 
started thinking 
about it for the next 
several days....   
God is teaching us 
something through 
each other whether 
good or bad.   
God is teaching us 
through Mark’s back 
pain or Maddie 
graduating high 
school, or through 
the Martin’s 
surgeries, or 
Sarah’s adoption 
finalizing on the 18th 
of January.  
 
The question is ... 
what are we 
learning from each 
other?   
Are we learning 
from each other?   
 
So, for the 
foreseeable future 
you will be the topic 
of my newsletters.  I 
am going to tell you 
what God has 
taught me through 
you.  I am going to 
tell you how you 
have revealed 
something to me 
that God needed me 
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to know.  Do not 
worry, I will not call 
out negative things 
(except maybe for 
Jeff), but I will focus 
on how God has 
used you to inspire 
me, correct me, 
teach me, 
encourage me, and 
things like that.  I 
hope you will join 
me in this journey of 
learning from God ... 
from each other.  

 
 
Remember His Steadfast 
Love and Faithfulness,  
 
Pastor Jeremy Ventresca 



“Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling 
Calling for you and for me 
See on the portals He's waiting and watching 
Watching for you and for me 
Come home, come home 
Ye who are weary come home 
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling 
Calling, "O sinner come home.” 

(“Softly and Tenderly”  Alan Jackson) 

 

“Come home”.  Two words with so much meaning.  

A few years ago (quite a few, actually) one of the popular “catch phrases” was ‘E.T. Phone home.’  
Do you remember the movie?  It was really cute, (but unluckily just because there were child 
actors in it doesn’t mean that their language was very wholesome; so I wouldn’t recommend it 
unless it is the edited version). 

Anyway, it was all about this very gentle alien creature that got stranded on earth and made 
friends with the children of a nearby family.  All the children loved him but he needed to go home.  
Unluckily, after he was able to communicate with his mother ship, he became sick (he’d been 
away from his home too long and exposed to the unhealthy germs of the world he was now in), 
and the children did everything in their power to keep him away from the government officials and 
get him to the rendezvous  point in order to be healed by his own people.   

Okay so this is a little bit of a stretch, but I was thinking about this movie when I read the lyrics to 
‘Softly and Tenderly’.  It says … “Come Home”.   

People …. It’s time to come home.  It’s time to come back to church … to a place where your 
strength can be renewed, where your faith will continue to grow and where your spirit can be  
healed.   

So many churches have had to close their doors because of the Pandemic.   

When the government asked us to self-quarantine, it was a good thing, and kept many people from 
getting sick. But, when congregants don’t go to church, sometimes that means that the churches 
don’t get the much needed funds from tithing in order to survive. So, they struggle for a while until 
finally, the doors have to close; and pastors become disheartened as their congregations try to 
keep themselves and their family members safe. 

And even now, over a year later, many people are still isolated; afraid to go out and be around 
others.   

Shopping is online and just about anything can be delivered right to their front door; church 
services can be watched through YouTube and Facebook Live; they work at home through a 
“connected” computer link; and meetings are held on ZOOM.  Their children go to class on a 
special .edu link and college courses are through distance learning computer classes.   Everything 
they need is right there at their fingertips; there’s no need to go anywhere.  

“So,” you say.  “What’s the big deal?  We’re getting everything done; and doing just fine. And 
staying healthy.” 

Are you?   

Now, don’t get me wrong … I totally understand.  I’m a “cave-dweller” myself.  It is so much easier. 
I don’t have to wear a mask or keep my distance or use hand sanitizer.  I can keep to myself while 
I keep myself safe and healthy.  

Come  HomeCome  Home  



But, what happens when we are completely out of touch; when we don’t try to reach out and 
connect with anyone?   

We become unhealthy mentally, physically… and spiritually.   

I have to say that normally, if I don’t force myself to get out, I wouldn’t. I’m just not a naturally 
gregarious person.  And now, with the excuse of “the Pandemic”, I could easily step back into my 
cave, shut the door and no one would fault me.  It would be totally understandable… but now, I’m 
realizing, it’s not too healthy.   

I’m not quite at the “going out among the masses” stage; but now, when I order online locally, I  at 
least go to their curbside pick up - it’s nice to see an actual person and chat for a second (even if it 
is behind a mask).  I pick up my mail every day; and I go to church; and just recently I attended a 
church Christmas Party and had fun and laughed and enjoyed myself… and guess what. I was still 
able to socially distance and be careful around other people.   It’s not anything like I used to do  
“pre-pandemic” but it’s a start. 

Okay so back to the thought I began with… Come home. 

Like E.T., if we are out in the world too long – without the comfort and support of our own people – 
we will become sick.  As Christians, we need the support of other Christians.  If we don’t have it, 
our spiritual health will decline and we will become vulnerable to the “germs” that are in the world 
around us.   

Here’s the thing … We need contact with other human beings.  We need it in order to be healthy – 
both mentally and physically.  But we also need to be spiritually healthy; we need to  somehow 
connect with other Christians, be around them; share with them.  If we don’t, we will become 
spiritually unhealthy.  We will be vulnerable.  We could lose faith. 

Right now, churches are open again and welcoming … no… pleading … for their sheep to come 
home. 

If you’re not ready yet to physically come to church, there are other options.  North Morro is on 
Facebook live as is First Baptist Church of Los Osos and many other local churches. If you can’t be 
there physically, you can still see your congregation, sing-along with the worship team and hear the 
Message.   

North Morro Church also has two additional options.  We have ZOOM meetings twice-a-week:  
*Monday night Prayer Meeting and *Wednesday Night Bible Study.   

These are perfect for people who are unable to physically be at church. And, through ZOOM, you 
can still re-connect with others as you spiritually recharge   

Prayer Meetings begin at 7:00 pm. And are only on Zoom.   

On Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm, we have Community Group Bible Study, which is on ZOOM, and 
on-site.   

—- 

So, when E.T. Finally met with his mothership, his health was revived as he was welcomed back 
into the arms of his people. 

And like E.T., it’s time for us to come home.    Re-establish our ties with other like-minded 
Christians; give ourselves the “booster shot” we need in order to grow in our faith. 

Come back to church. 



O Come, Please Come 
-Terry Brown 

  
At this writing, we are thick into the Christmas season. Trees for those with a budget; going to 
and fro shopping and visiting perhaps; never ending "Holiday" ads on every medium; families 
together (old and new families, my how times have changed). Busyness is the order of the day. 
Some of this we find "good", some of it "bad". 
  
Oh yes, and Christmas carols. Time to dust off the Christmas carols. No end have we, to the old 
traditionals, the newer remakes of those classics, and entirely new pieces. For our intrepid 
worship team, we must get up to speed. We make a lot of changes with these. We change keys, 
words, arrangements, rehearsals. And it takes time and dedication. The team has a LOT of 
dedication ... time, maybe not as much. But they are a wonderful group of people. 
  
Sometimes we go through the motions. After all, it's Christmas; We do carols at Christmas, 
right? Let's take a moment to really look at them. Most traditionals have wonderful, Biblical 
statements to make. As we venture through Advent, wait, what is Advent, really? We sing 
about the coming of Baby Jesus and all, but news flash,  Baby Jesus is far in the rear view 
mirror. So why Advent? 

  
For the Christian, Advent is a natural longing, a yearning for the return of King Jesus, who will 
"rule with a rod of iron." Not Jesus, meek and mild, the Galilean Boy Scout. Truth is, sometimes 
we prefer the meek & mild Jesus. He's non-threatening, and sentimental and all. Is this the 
Jesus you sing about? I hope not. 
  
The real Jesus makes right the wrong, brings no more sorrow, no more pain. He makes the 
unjust just, He wipes every tear. He purifies the impure world, and the impure Christian. No 
more sin. No more suffering, no more injustice, only righteousness and truth. 
  
Our Handbook is heavily salted for the return of Christ: 
  
“Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. ‘Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.'" --Matthew 6:9b-10 
  
"If anyone does not love the Lord, that person is cursed. Our Lord, come!" --1 Corinthians 16:22 
  
"He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus!" --Revelation 22:20 
  
"For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what 
was promised. FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL 
NOT DELAY." Heb. 6:36-37 quoting Habakkuk. 2:3 



  
"Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 
for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early 
and late rains. You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is near." --James 5:7-8 

  
There are many, many more references.  
 
I pray your desire for the return of the Lord Jesus grows to a passionate 
flame in 2022.  
 
-Maranatha!- 



Worship Team on the Go.... 
 -Jeff Mechtel 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The North Morro  
Worship Team had the 
great honor of playing 
an outreach event at 
the Oak Shores 
Community, near Lake 
Nacimiento.  
 
Michael and Hallie Honn were 
approached by the events 
coordinator ... asking if our 
worship team would be available 

to lead a night of worship and 
thanksgiving for a November event 
they were having.   
Michael jumped at the chance; and 
the team was happy to back him up.   
So, we worked up a couple sets of 
songs, loaded up the gear and off we 

went.    
We had the full team, (minus Candii, who was unable to attend, but Sara 
Trumbley, from First Baptist, agreed to fill in).  
 
There were about 150 people who showed up for the event for dinner and 
music.  They were a great audience.   
Many people were singing and dancing and were very appreciative of the 
live music we played.  They even set up an offering bucket for the band 
which we split among the 3 churches we represented!   
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From the band perspective ... it 
was awesome to see the people so 
involved in the music – singing 
along, praising, and dancing in joy.  
 
 
Thanks to everyone who played 
and took time for the event.  
Special thanks to Sara and her 
husband, Tyler, who helped Mark 
out a great deal with the sound 
setups.   

God was definitely lifted up in 
praise that night! it was a total 
blessing for us to be a part of this 
event!    
 
 
 
 
I pray that God provides us more 
outreach opportunities like this. 

 
 
 
 

 
Update ... 
**On that note, Michael has told us they are asking us to come back in 
March after St. Patrick's Day, which I hope we can do.  If you missed the 
first event, you should plan to attend the next one! 
 



It is hard to believe 
another year has come 
and gone, and still not 
much has changed, has 
it?  
We might have a new 
presidential 
administration, but our 
country is still as 
divided as ever.         
We are still wearing 
masks, people are still 
getting sick, income 
might be up, but so is 
the cost of everything 
else. Urgh!!!  
Violence still rocks our 
cities, and people are 
still suffering.  
 
“That which has been is 
that which will be, and 

that which has been 
done is that which will 

be done. So there is 
nothing new under the 
sun.” Ecclesiastes 1:9 

(NASU)  
 
For three thousands 
years the words of 
Solomon still ring true.  
 
Pastor and preacher, 
John Gill, comments on 
Eccl. 1:9,  

“’there is nothing new 
under the sun,’ which is to 
be understood of things 
natural, as the works of 
creation, which were 
finished from the beginning 
of the world, and continue 
as they were ever since,”.  
 
Some might argue that even 
the natural order of things 
are in change.  
Not much has changed, and 
yet much has changed .... 
changes with medical and 
scientific break-throughs, 
travel and technology, and 
the list goes on.  
Check out this quote from 
Industry Tap into News, in 
an article titled, 
“Knowledge Doubling Every 
12 Months, Soon to be 
Every 12 Hours.” 
“Buckminster Fuller created 
the “Knowledge Doubling 
Curve”; he noticed that until 
1900 human knowledge 
doubled approximately 
every century. By the end of 
World War II, knowledge 
was doubling every 25 
years. Today, things are not 
as simple as different types 
of knowledge have different 
rates of growth.  
For example, 
nanotechnology knowledge 
is doubling every two years 
and clinical knowledge 
every 18 months. But on 
average, human knowledge 
is doubling every 13 
months.  
According to IBM, the build 
out of the “internet of 
things” will lead to the 

doubling of knowledge 
every 12 hours.”  
 
The information available to 
almost everyone of us is 
amazing. If you have access 
to a smart phone or 
computer, the world is 
literally at your finger tips. 
My wife, Donna, looks up 
products for us to purchase 
on her phone, checks the 
reviews and then makes an 
informed decision about 
moving forward with a 
purchase or looking for 
something else. If the 
reviews come back 
favorably, then, with her 
phone she orders the items 
and we have them at the 
house in the next day or 
two (for the most part). 
Recently, in one of my 
sermons, I shared a quote 
from Speaker Pelosi 
concerning the smash and 
grab problems that are 
plaguing our cities.  
Quote: "But the fact is that 
there is an attitude of 
lawlessness in our country 
that springs from I don’t 
know where, maybe you do, 
and we cannot have that 
lawlessness become the 
norm. They coordinate with 
each other and they plan 
traffic patterns and the rest 
so that they can reach their 
goal and depart very 
quickly".  
We know where this 
attitude of lawlessness 
comes from: a broken and 
sinful heart. While the 
world is changing all around 
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us in so many ways, the 
condition of man’s heart is 
one thing that has not 
changed.  
People are still lost in sin, 
gripped by fear and have a 
sense of hopelessness. 
Families are still broken, 
pride runs rampant, 
forgiveness is for the weak, 
and rebelliousness makes 
one feel strong. The world 
is run with a mentality that 
goes back to the book of 
Judges, when “everyone did 
what was right in their own 
eyes.”  
Yet, for the past month, 
even the most hardened 
heart has been touched by 
the birth of a tiny baby boy 
born in a stable and laid in a 
manger. The angels 
proclaimed “good news of 
great joy.” The shepherds 
went to see this event the 
angels sang about. And 
Mary treasured all that was 
said and revealed to her, in 
her heart.  
Sandra Bullock and the 
other beauty contestants in 
the movie, Miss 
Congeniality, all wanted 
“world peace”. Dionne 
Warrick and others sang the 
famous song by Burt 
Bacharach and Hal David, 
‘What the World Needs 
Now is Love’, yet love and 
peace are still so absent 
from our world.  
What the world needs is 
Jesus. Jesus is needed in the 
hearts of men and women, 
boys and girls.  
Make it your prayer to help 

introduce at least one 
person to Jesus this year. 
While this might not bring 
about world peace or 
lasting love, it will bring 
change to one heart, maybe 
one home, school, or even 
one work place. Share Jesus 
with those around you. 
Invite them to church. Bring 
them along to Bible Study.  
 
I Love You and Have a 
Happy, Safe and Blessed 
New Year,  
 
Pastor Bob  

https://youtu.be/QW4c6DcxgGc 

Check out this YouTube 
song! 



Monthly Events 

Vets Hall Meal Prep:  2nd Sunday    
              every-other-month 
    After church 
Vets Hall Serve:  2nd Monday  
    every-other-month 
    3:00 p.m.  
    Morro Bay Vets Hall 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Newsletter :   Articles are due  
   on the 27th this month 

 

Tellers Count:   1st and 3rd Sundays 
    After Church 
 

Communion:   Last Sunday of each   
    month 
    (not during Live service) 

Weekly events 

Sundays   Praise team Practice  9:00 am 
    Worship Services    10:30 am 

Church service is on-site and on Facebook Live! 
 
Mondays    Prayer Meeting        7:00 pm 
      on ZOOM 
 
New Days:  
Wednesdays       Community Group Bible Study  
                  On-site and on ZOOM     6:30 pm   
Thursdays     Praise Team Practice   5:00 pm 

How to contact us: 
 

Phone Number:    
  805-772-2466 
Website:                 
  www.northmorro.church 
Email:                                                             
 northmorrochurch@gmail.com 
Facebook:                                      
  North Morro Church 
Address:                                             
  330 Panay Street 
  Morro Bay, CA  93442 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Newsletter:                                 
  Candii Sargent   
  cvedrin@gmail.com 
Vets Hall Ministry:                  
  Hallie Honn 
  halliehonn@live.com 

Rick Carroll  2nd 
Pam V.  18th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eddie & Gloria Horn 31stEddie & Gloria Horn 31st   
 

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High 
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

 I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: 
my God; in Him will I trust. 

 Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence. 

He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His 
wings shalt thou trust.” 

Psalm 91:1-4 (KJV) 

Verse of the Month 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

Praise Team     
practice 9 am 

Worship Service      
10:30 am 

Praise Team     
practice 9 am 

Praise Team     
practice 9 am 

Praise Team     
practice 9 am 

Praise Team     
practice 9 am 

Worship Service      

Worship Service      
10:30 am 

Worship Service      
10:30 am 

Worship Service      
10:30 am 
Communion after 
service 

Prayer Meeting 
7 pm on ZOOM 

Prayer Meeting 
7 pm on ZOOM 

Prayer Meeting 
7 pm on ZOOM 

Prayer Meeting 
7 pm on ZOOM 

Community 
Group—Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 
on site and on 
ZOOM 

Community 
Group—Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 
on site and on 
ZOOM 

Community 
Group—Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 
on site and on 
ZOOM 

Community 
Group—Bible 
Study 6:30 pm 
on site and on 
ZOOM 

Prayer Meeting 
7 pm on ZOOM 

Praise Team 
practice 5 pm 

Praise Team 
practice 5 pm 

Praise Team 
practice 5 pm 

Praise Team 
practice 5 pm 

Vets Hall 
Ministry     
4:30 pm 

Vets Hall Prep 
after service 


