


The past two weeks we have done a "BUT God" like study, and today will be similar but it'll be 
like this But man and then the overruling of God. 



The letter of James...[insert background]



In knowing this now, we can see the reasoning for James to write this letter, much like we need 
to read this letter today. There is so much of what is going on today in the church, and with 
Christians that James address' to Christians. Also, this is my All-time favorite New Testament 
letter, followed by Titus. However, Luke is probably my favorite Gospel, is a historian thing. 



As for our passage, well here we begin,




James 2:1-13


The Sin of Partiality


2 My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude 
of personal partiality. 2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and is dressed in 
bright clothes, and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and you pay special attention to 
the one who is wearing the bright clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to 
the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4 have you not made 
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters: did God not choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is 
it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the 
good name by which you have been called? 
 
8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the Law as violators. 10 For whoever keeps the whole Law, yet stumbles in one 
point, has become guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 
murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but do murder, you have become a violator of the 
Law. 12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom. 13 For 
judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 



 
P.1 
that is a lot, I know. But just marinate on that for a bit. With letter of James, he is straight to the 
point and does not beat around some bush, and neither will we.  
 
Piper and many scholars and theologians would state that this portion of the letter comes to light 
when we read the passage just above and so here we go as well.  





James 1:26-27


26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own 
heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God 
and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained 
[b]by the world.



So according to James, "true, pure, and undefiled religion in the sight of God" is one that tames 
the tongue, does not have a deceit full heart; but also takes of those who are in need, such as 
Orphans and Widows. Much like God did for the Jews in the days of Moses.


Duet 10:17-19

17 For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the 
awesome God, who does not show partiality, nor take a bribe. 18 He executes justice for the 
orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the stranger by giving him food and clothing. 19 
So show your love for the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.



Back in the days of First and Second Century Romans, this would of been a very big deal. As it 
would be that Orphans and Widows have little to no rights. Many of times they would need to 
latch onto someone else to keep some form of sustainability. Now that was not always the case, 
but that is a giant Roman rabbit hole we don't need to go down. 



But this passage is not something we can do on our own. It starts off with undeceitful heart and 
bridle tongue. Do you know anyone that has either of those two, let alone just one? In all 
honestly? Has there been a single point in your life that you had one or both those two adjectives 
to describe you? Truth is you may have had one but not both. You can't. 








You can't, because your heart will always deceive you and this is why we need Christ.
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Jeremiah 17:9 

“The heart is more deceitful than all else 
And is desperately sick; 
Who can understand it?" 
 
Point case. Closed. Right?



Wrong-o!



BUT God does this....


Ezekiel 36:26


26 Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 



Romans 12:2


2 And do not be conformed to this [a]world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may [b]prove what the will of God is, that which is good and [c]acceptable and perfect. 



Psalms 51:10-13


10 Create [i]in me a clean heart, God, 
And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, 
And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
And sustain me with a willing spirit. 
13 Then I will teach wrongdoers Your ways, 
And sinners will [j]be converted to You.






Because Christ did this....


John 3:16-17 

16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him 
will not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 
world, but so that the world might be saved through Him. 
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So you see, it is because of Christ that we can have a pure religion. A pure faith. A pure 
relationship with our Father. We need to be a church that see's the needs of our fellow members 
and the world around us, and be willing to help that need. Physically, Emotionally, and most 
importantly Spiritually. But we cannot do this on our own, but with Christ Alone. 



Now, that we have grasped that. Let us get back to the passage of Partiality. We will break this 
passage into two sections. The first section being verse one through seven and the latter being 
eight through thirteen. We are doing this because we don't have much time to do an in-depth 
study of James but more of an overview of what the letter is getting at, and why we have 
deemed it important to know. 



So let us begin. 


James 2:1-7 

1 My brothers and sisters, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude 
of personal partiality. 2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and is dressed in 
bright clothes, and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes in, 3 and you pay special attention to 
the one who is wearing the bright clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to 
the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4 have you not made 
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? 5 Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters: did God not choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is 
it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the 
good name by which you have been called? 
 
 
 
IT LITERALLY STARTS WITH NO PARTIALITY! While some translations will say favoritism but I 



believe that the word "partiality" is more accurate to what James is speaking on because it is the 
same word Paul uses in Romans 2:11. 




Romans 2:10-11


10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who does what is good, to the Jew first and also to 
the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God. 
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We see this same phrase of no partiality and God combined all throughout scripture




Leviticus 19:15


15 ‘You shall not do injustice in judgment; you shall not show partiality to the poor nor give 
preference to the great, but you are to judge your neighbor fairly.


Deut. 1:17-18


17 You are not to [a]show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike. You 
are not to be afraid of any person, for the judgment is God’s. The case that is too difficult for you, 
you shall bring to me, and I will hear it.’ 18 At that time I commanded you all the things that you 
were to do.


Deut. 16:19


19 You shall not distort justice, you shall not [a]show partiality; and you shall not accept a bribe, 
because a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and distorts the words of the righteous.


Proverbs 24:23


These also are sayings of the wise: 
To show partiality in judgment is not good.


Ephesians 6:9


9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their 
Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.



so it is clear as day that Showing partiality is wrong. All throughout sciripture. It is shown but 
what is partiality?



Partiality


To make unjust distinctions between people by treating one person different than another •
(whether good or bad)




Can we think of who this fits?.....Everyone. This fits with everyone.




Politicians
1.
Hollywood
2.
Government
3.
Athletes
4.
Teachers/Professors
5.
Friends
6.
Family
7.
The American Christian Church
8.
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You have all heard me use the specific phrase American Christian Church, and truth be told that 
is because as a whole, we have failed as a church in America. This is one of those areas we have 
failed, and we need to turn from. Partiality. 



Now, partiality goes beyond just favoritism, it goes into who we show bad behavior too, just as 
much as good. James uses economical here in verse 2-3, because it would have been easier to 
describe and give a picture too. It is easier for us to understand how often this happens. Who 
here knows Kanye West? Osteen allowed him to have him a whole segment for his church, why? 
Because West is rich and famous and was claiming to be Christian. (I do not know his state of 
faith but only his music and actions are all I see). But for Osteen, it was all about the Benjamins. 



Though we must understand that the sin of partiality bleeds into more than just fame and money:


political - Democrat v. Republican v. everyone else
•
racial - being a racist. show unfairness to those who are different than you.
•
social status - "upper class" 
•
people who are not in your click.
•



Get the point? Don't be a church that is divided because of political, racial, social, and 
economical status. Be a church that is under Christ and Christ alone. 



John McCarthur stated, "The only legitimate favoritism, and there is a legitimate favoritism to be 

tolerated in the church is that which allows us to esteem everybody else better than 
ourselves."




He would come to this conclusion using Philippians 2:3







Philippians 2:3


3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility consider one another as more 
important than yourselves; 
 
So here we have it, that we should treat everyone better than we treat ourselves. Does that mean 
go out and buy everyone a brand new home and car? No. But when we see people and need, 
and we know that others are hurting, we should consider them before us. Pray for them, ask 
what you can do to help. The church family is most important, and the church family is the 
reason that Christianity spread. 
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John 13:35


35 By this all people will know that you are My disciples: if you have love for one another.” 

Acts 2:47 

42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and 
signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all the believers were together and had all 
things in common; 45 and they would sell their property and possessions and share them with all, 
to the extent that anyone had need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and 
sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding 
to [h]their number day by day those who were being saved. 


It is interesting that James would choose a rich person for his description but it comes more to 
light as we continue on through verse four. He is discussing that when a rich man comes in, we 
give them the best seat. But when the poor man comes in, we give them the floor. This should 
sound very familiar. 


Luke 7:36-39


36 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to eat with him, and He entered the Pharisee’s 
house and reclined at the table. 37 And there was a woman in the city who was a [a]sinner; and 
when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee’s house, she brought an 
alabaster vial of perfume, 38 and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His 
feet with her tears, and she wiped them with the hair of her head, and began kissing His feet and 



anointing them with the perfume. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he 
said to himself, “If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this 
woman is who is touching Him, that she is a [b]sinner!”


Matthew 23:13-15 

(Jesus talking) 13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut the 

kingdom of heaven in front of people; for you do not enter it yourselves, nor do you allow those 
who are entering to go in.[a] 
 
15 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and land to 
make one [b]proselyte; and when he becomes one, you [c]make him twice as much a son of 

[d]hell as yourselves. 
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Matthew 23:23-28


(Jesus talking) 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and 

[a]cumin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the Law: justice and mercy and 
faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others. 24 You 
blind guides, who [b]strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 25 “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full 
[c]of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of 
the dish, so that the [d]outside of it may also become clean. 27 “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, 
but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you too, outwardly 
appear righteous to people, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
 
But consider these words from Jesus as well.


John 7:24


24 Do not judge by the outward appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”



Church hate to break it to you...No one in this room can judge righteously. For we are all sinners. 
Only Christ can judge. 



In verses 5-7, James beginning to remind the early church member of who Jesus was and is, but 
also to remind them of what the "rich" have done towards them. It is a reminder that the "poor" 



on earth shall inherit the kingdom. By "rich" and "poor" we mean more than just status but 
spirituality as well. 


Matthew 5:3


3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.


Luke 6:20


20 And He raised His eyes toward His disciples and began saying, “Blessed are [a]you who are 
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

Paul sums up these two verse quite well and explains the in-depth portion of what Christ was 
saying. 


1 Corinthians 1:27-28


27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen 
the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the insignificant things 
of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the 
things that are, 29 so that no human may boast before God.
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So we see that we need to remember those who are not as fortunate as we are, but not so much 
because of their state but because the world will not show them love. We are called to love the 
unlovable. Who the world cast aside, we are to love. Read the Gospel of John, it is filled with 
miracles towards those who the world cast aside. It is filled with the love of Jesus spending time 
with the unlovable. We are called to be like Christ for we can never be Christ. 



Finally in the second portion of our passage, I feel it sums it self up very well. This is what James 
is good at. Calls it out, and explains it. 




Read James 2:8-13




Right there in verse eight through 9. He reminds us of the "royal law" i.e the law given by Jesus 
during his ministry. We are called to love our neighbor as ourselves, and if we show partiality, 
well we are breaking this law. We are sinning against an almighty God. And verse ten is the final 
nail in the coffin; if we keep all laws but one, we are accountable for them all. But verse thirteen, 
that one right there. 


James 2:13


13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 



judgment. 


Let us go home knowing that mercy triumphs. That the love of Christ wins. Let us go home 
showing that we are Christians by our love. Now, understand this, when we are following Christ, 
when we are truly seeking Christ. This becomes natural for us. When we follow Christ we 
understand this, and we understand the discernment of Christ. So don't go out there and hug 
every single person you see, but search your hearts for those who you have not been loving 
towards. Search the heart for those who you have judged, when in truth you will be judged just 
the same. Because in the end,




Matthew 6:19-20


19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 



So Church, let us not show partiality to any single person on this earth. "Whether jew nor 
Gentile." That flows for all forms of status. Racial, political, and social class. The truth sets us 
free, and the truth is Jesus. So let us show and share the name of Jesus 
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