
Revelation 

Introduction to Revelation 

Resources: 

- Roberts Mounce—The Book Of Revelation—Postmillennial


- Leon Morris—Revelation—Amillennial 


- Craig S. Keener—Revelation—Neutral


- Tim Chester—Revelation for You—Neutral 


- Daniel Akin—Exalting Jesus in Revelation—Neutral


- G. K. Beale—The Book of Revelation—Postmillennial/Amillennial 


- Grant R. Osborne—Revelation—Premillennial   


Authorship: 

- The author identifies himself simply as John—Rev. 1:4.   


• It is assumed that there could be no mistaken identity in who John was by those 
he was writing to.   


- His approach in writing reveals that he had authority in the seven churches that 
he wrote.


• This authority went beyond what is normally associated with New Testament 
prophets.  


- This points to the fact that he was a prophet but also functioned as an 
apostle among the churches.     


- This author appears 4 times in the book of Revelations. 


- 1. Rev. 1:1–A servant


- 2. Rev. 1:4–Message deliver  


- 3. Rev. 1:9–your brother


- 4. Rev. 22:8–The one who heard and saw these things


- Early tradition is of the opinion that Revelation was written by John the apostle.  


• Justin Martyr (100-165a.d.) held that John was the author of Revelation.  
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Revelation 
• Clement of Alexandria (150-215a.d.) accepted John as the writer as well.


• One of the most important witnesses to the authorship of Revelation was 
discovered in 1945 and it was Gnostic material discovered.  


- It was at Chenoboskion in Upper Egypt and it cites Rev. 1:19 and claims that 
Revelation was written by “John the brother of James, these who are the sons of 
Zebedee.”  


• This document was dated around 150a.d.  


Date: 

- The book of Revelation has been date as early as 41-45a.d. and as late as 

98-117a.d.  


• The early date claims that certain statements made in the book speak to political, 
cultural, and religious things going on early.  


• The later dates claim that John’s exile was later and these claims come from 
people much later in the 6 to 11 centuries.  


- Most scholars place Revelation written either during the reign of Domitian (A.D. 
81-96) or toward the end of the reign of Nero (A.D. 54-68).  


• The later is dates are accepted by more scholars than others.  


Interpreting Revelation:

- We have to assume that the original readers  understood its basic message without 

out to much difficulty.  


• As we get further from the original readers the confusion about the book began to 
set in.  


- There are so many different ways to interpret revelation today which have been 
developed over hundreds of years of the church trying to figure out what the 
best way to interpret Revelation.    


• There are 4 common ways of interpreting Revelation in our time. 


- 1. The preterist, or contemporary-historical—The interpretation is from the 
standpoint of the first century historical setting.  
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Revelation 
• Preterists hold that the major prophecies or the book were fulfilled either 

in the fall of Jerusalem (A.D. 70) or the fall of Rome (A.D. 476). 


- 2. Historical view—This view see the book of Revelation as a forecast of the 
course of history.  


• Those that hold this view see it telling of various popes, the Protestant 
Reformation, the French Revolution, and individual leaders like 
Charlemagne and Mussolini.  


- 3. The futurist, or eschatological, view is prominent among writers who see 
Revelation major emphasis on the final victory of God.  They see most to 
everything from Rev. 4:1 on as to happen in the future.  


- 4. Idealist or timeless symbolic—Revelation is not to be taken in reference 
to any specific events but as an expression of those basic principles on 
which God acts throughout history.  


• What we learn from all of the different type of interpreting is that they all 
contribute to a full understanding of Revelation and that no single one is 
sufficient in itself.  


- We have to look at Revelation in light of the immediate historical things 
happening during or just after it is written.  


• The author uses literary genre that was part of his culture.  


• He used language that was consistent with his time. 


• He used images that are pertain to his time and historical setting.  


- It is important to note that we find specific fulfillment of Revelation in major 
crises of human history up to the present day.  


- We have to agree that the central message of the book is eschatological 
(theology dealing with death, judgment, and the final destiny of the soul of 
humankind).  There is one great climactic point towards which all history 
moves. 


- We must agree that the events of history give expression to basic 
underlying principles.  


• God is at work behind the scenes to bring to pass His sovereign 
intentions for humanity.    
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Revelation 

Revelation Is A Mystery But Also A Masterpiece

- There are 404 verse in Revelation.


- 285 Old Testament citations and as many as 550 Old Testament allusions.  


- It is an open book to be read and not sealed—Rev. 22:10.


- It is a book that comes from God directly from heaven.


- It is concerned with prediction and shows God’s servants things that must happen 
soon.  


- It is comprised of 3 different literary genres.  


• Apocalypse


• Prophecy


• A Letter   
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