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Scriptures That Address Homosexuality 

- It is often surprising that the Bible does not talk about homosexuality to much.  


• Where it does talk about it is very clear about homosexuality.   


- This reveals something to us about the topic of homosexuality and the Bible.  


• The Bible is not fixated on the topic and the fact that it is not main topic 
reveals that the subject needs to be read in the light of the bigger themes of 
the Bible.  


- “Christians who want to explain the Christian faith to gay friends need to 
know that what the Bible says about homosexuality is not the only thing 
they need to explain, and it is probably not the first thing, or even the main 
thing, they need to focus on.”—Allberry


- Gen. 1-2


• “A different marital arrangement requires an entirely different creation account, one 
with two men or two women, or at least the absence of any hints of gender 
complementary and procreation.  It’s hard not to conclude from a straightforward 
reading of Genesis 1–2 that the divine design for sexual intimacy is not any 
combination of persons, or even any type of two persons coming together, but one 
man becoming one flesh with one woman.”—DeYoung.  


• “Monogamy only make sense within this Genesis understanding of marriage.  
Apart from the complementary of the two sexes there is no moral logic which 
demands that marriage should be restricted to a twosome....If marriage is simply 
the formation of a kinship bond between those who are committed wholly to one 
another there is no reason why multiple persons or groups of people cannot 
commit themselves wholly to one another.”—DeYoung.  
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- Gen. 1-2 establish God designed marriage for one man and one woman.  How?  


• 1. The way that Eve was created.  


- Gen. 2:21–God takes the rib from the man to make his helper who is 
suitable for him—Gen. 2:18.  


• The woman is unique from the man.  She is like the man but she is 
different from the man.  Adam delights in her and not any other creator or 
man.  


- She is exactly what Adam needs, equal to the man but also his 
opposite.  


• She is ishah taken out of ish.  She is “new creation fashioned from 
the side of man to be something other than a man (Gen. 2:23).”—
DeYoung.  


• 2. The one-flesh union presupposed opposite sex.  


- Sex “brings a man and a woman together as one relationally and organically.”—
DeYoung.  


• Homosexual sex does not allow the 2 to become 1 in the same way as a man 
and a woman.  Physical contact does not unite 2 people in an organic union. 


- Gen. 2:24 connects the intimacy of becoming one flesh with the 
complementarity of woman being taking out of man.  


• The man and woman become one flesh not just because a sexual union 
but a reunion.  


• 3. Only 2 people from the opposite sex can fulfill the procreation aspect of 
marriage.  


- One of the reason that it was not good for man to be alone is that he could not 
achieve God’s design for the world. 


• “The multiplication of the plant and animal world was to take place each 
according to its own type. Likewise, God created the man and the woman 
deliberately so that they could be fruitful and multiply (1: 28).”—DeYoung. 


- Even though procreation is not explicitly mentioned in Gen. 2 it is in Gen. 1.  
Procreation is mentioned as being affected by the fall in Gen. 3. 
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****Sometimes married men and women can not have children because for some 
reason.  But these exceptions don’t make the rule.****


- Marriage is supposed to be by definition something that can produce children.  
Homosexual unions do not meet that definition and they can not fulfill the 
procreation purpose.  


• Laws like Deut. 25:5-6 are specifically to produce a child for the deceased 
brother.  Reproduction was a normal expectation for a marriage and even 
death could not be allowed to stop it.  


- Malachi 2:15–Malachi is basically saying, “God made the man and the 
woman to become one flesh so they might produce godly offspring.”—
DeYoung.  


• It is wrong to say that procreation is the only purpose in marriage and it 
would be wrong to say that sexual intimacy is only for procreation.  


- It is also wrong to define marriage without reference to offspring that 
normally results from husband and wife intimacy.  


• 4. Jesus reinforces the Genesis account of marriage.  


- Jesus is asked to weigh in on divorce and He points back to Gen. 2:24.—Matt. 
19:4-6/Mark 10:6-9.  


• The answer to the divorce question He sends everyone back to the beginning. 
Where the lifelong union is between a man and a woman.  


- Because God made woman from man, she is for the man—1 Cor. 11:8-9 
and they are not independent of each other—1 Cor. 11:11-12.  


• They are divinely designed to complement each other.  “The issue is not 
the feelings of commitment that two people may have for one another, 
but rather, the kind of union God gives to a man and woman when they 
become physically one.”—Allberry


• 5. The use of marriage as a symbol or example in the Bible only works if it is 
between a complementary pair.


- God created the heavens and the earth—Gen. 1:1. 


- God created the sun and the moon, morning and evening, day and night, the 
sea and dry land, plants and animals, and at the apex of creation man and 
woman.  
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• In all the pairs they belong together but they are not interchangeable.  “Just as 
heaven and earth were created to be together—and, indeed, that’s how the 
whole story of the Bible ends—so marriage is to be a symbol of this divine 
design: two differentiated entities uniquely fitted for one another.”—DeYoung.  


- For Christ and the church to be call a marriage means marriage requires 
complementary pieces.—Eph. 5:31-32.  


• The mystery union of Christ and the church belong together but they are 
defiantly not interchangeable.  “The church is not the same as Christ, and 
Christ is not the same as the church (a wonderful truth given the 
imperfections of the church!).  And it is because Christ is different from 
his people that he is able to draw them to himself, pledge himself to 
them, and have them be united to him.  Human marriage is a reflection of 
this supreme, heavenly marriage between Christ and his people.”—
Allberry.  


• Man and man or woman and woman are like Christ and Christ or the 
church and the church.  


- “If God wanted us to conclude that men and woman were 
interchangeable in the marriage relationship, he not only gave us the 
wrong creation narrative; he gave us the wrong meta-narrative.  
Homosexuality simply does not fit with the created order in Genesis 1 
and 2.  And with these two chapters as the foundation upon which the 
rest of the redemptive-historical story is built, we’ll see that 
homosexual behavior does not fit in with the rest of the Bible either.”—
DeYoung.  


- Gen. 19


• Sodom and Gomorrah throughout the Old Testament is used in comparing to 
extreme sinfulness.  


- Sodom and Gomorrah are synonymous with sinfulness—Isa. 1:9-10, Isa. 3:9, 
Jer. 23:14, Ezek. 16:44-58.  


- It is also talked about concerning divine judgment—Deut. 29:23, Isa. 13:19, Jer. 
49:19, Jer. 50:40, Lam. 4:6, Amos 4:11, and Zeph. 2:9.  


- Jesus references Sodom (and sometimes Gomorrah) to warn people of the 
wrath of God to hard hearted people—Matt. 10:14-15, Matt. 11:23-24, Luke 
10:10-12, Luke 17:26-30.  
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• What exactly was the sin of the men of Sodom?  


- Gen. 19 is about violent gang rape not a consensual sexual relationship.  


• Ezek. 16:49–This seems to reveal that social justice seems to be the problem 
with Sodom and Gomorrah. 


- Revisionist will grab this verse and argue that the problem with Sodom and 
Gomorrah was a lack of hospitality.


• Could this be what was being said about these cities?  


- Maybe the same sex readings were manufactured?  


- Obviously this is not what Gen. 19 is telling us.  Homosexual practice is one 
aspect of Sodom’s sin and reason for it being destroyed.  


• 1. Ezek. 16 supports the traditional understanding of Gen. 19 in that it was 
sexual.  


- Ezek. 16:47-50–“The word abomination translates the Hebrew word 
to’ebah.  The ‘abomination’ in verse 50 is a separate, specific sin that the 
Lord has in mind, but it is also one of the several ‘abominations’ referenced 
in verse 47.  The same word is used in Lev. 18:22 and 20:13, where a man 
lying with a male as with woman is called an abomination(to’ebah).  Several 
sins in the Holiness Code of Leviticus are described as abominations, but 
only this one is singled out by itself as an abomination.  The use of to’ebah 
in Ezekiel, with reference to Sodom’s sin, is an echo of Leviticus 18 and 20.”
—DeYoung 


• 2. Extra Biblical literature from between 516BC—70AD shows Sodom’s 
reputation was for same sex behavior.  


- Here are a couple pieces from these sources, “From the words of Enoch the 
Righteous I tell you that you will be sexually promiscuous like the 
promiscuity of the Sodomites and will perish, with few exceptions. (T. Benj. 
9: 1).”


- “And in that month the Lord executed the judgment of Sodom and 
Gomorrah and Zeboim and all of the district of the Jordan. And he burned 
them with fire and sulphur and he annihilated them till this day just (as he 
said), “Behold, I have made known to you all of their deeds that (they were) 
cruel and great sinners and they were polluting themselves and they were 
fornicating in their flesh and they were causing pollution upon the earth.” 
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And thus the Lord will execute judgment like the judgment of Sodom on 
places where they act according to the pollution of Sodom. (Jub. 16: 5).”


- “But you, my children, shall not be like that: In the firmament, in the earth, in 
the sea, in all the products of his workmanship discern the Lord who made 
all things, so that you do not become like Sodom, which departed from the 
order of nature. Likewise the Watchers departed from nature’s order; the 
Lord pronounced a curse on them at the Flood. (T. Naph. 3: 4–5).”


• The language of fornicating and of polluting themselves suggests sexual 
transgression.  Something more polluting then just fornication.  


• In the Testament of Naphtali Sodom departs from “the order of nature.”  It 
also tells those reading it to not be like Sodom.  It makes sense for their 
sin to be homosexual activities.  


- The city had a reputation for sexual sin and all kinds of sexual sin.  


• “Graffiti in Pompeii....... indicates a thriving homosexual subculture in the 
that small city.  Amidst the graffiti—which, on the level of sophomoric 
crudeness, is akin to what you might expect to read in a dirty gas station 
bathroom—is a reference to “Sodom and Gomorrah,” apparently written 
by a Jew or an early Christian who equated the practice of homosexuality 
with the sins of those biblical cities.”—DeYoung


• 3. Sodom and Gomorrah is connected with homosexuality in the New 
Testament.  


- Jude 7–The words “unnatural desire (sarkos heteras),” could be translated, 
“other flesh.”  


• This could mean that men lying with a male like in Leviticus.  From the 
Ezekiel passage we see a similar use of unnatural desire as homosexual 
sin we can make the assumption that this is what Jude is talking about.  


- Leviticus 18, 20


• We have talked about the 2 verse in Leviticus briefly (Leviticus 18:22, 20:13). 


- Leviticus is a call to holiness and details how Israel was to live.  


• “Chapter 18 is about holiness as it relates to the family and sexual activity.  


- As you look at Chap. 18 you will see basic rules about sex and was is not to 
be done.  
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• These sexual law don’t have exceptions to them.  There is not a moment 
that incest becomes okay to do.  Or that bestiality could be appropriate.


- There is no reason to think that the text allows for exceptions for 
homosexuality.  It is prohibited no matter the situation.  


• Leviticus 20:13 the phrase “as with a woman” is important.  It calls us back to the 
created order we addressed in Gen. 1 and 2.   


- Men were designed to have sex with women, not other men.  


• It doesn’t matter if they are willing to or not; it should not be done.  


• Is this Levitical law still relevant?  


- 1. No disciples assume that the Mosaic commands are irrelevant.  


• Jesus came to fulfill the Old Testament Scripture but not dispense with it.  


- Yes under the new covenant it is different as certain things have changed.  


•  “All food have been declared clean (Mark 7:19, Acts 10:8-11:18); holy 
days have been rendered optional (Rom. 14:5-6); the entire sacrificial 
system of temple, priest, and sacrifice has been superseded (Heb. 
7:1-10:18).”—DeYoung


- Yet this doesn’t mean all things should be set aside.  “If the underlying 
principle from Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 is something other than “God 
does not approve of homosexual behavior,” then that needs to be 
proven from Scripture, not simply asserted based on a casual dismissal 
of Old Testament instruction.”—DeYoung


- 2. There is nowhere in the New Testament that says Leviticus should not be 
accepted anymore.  


• Jesus referred to Leviticus 19:18 more than any other verse.  


• Peter and Paul both quote Leviticus—2 Cor. 6:16–Lev. 26:12, 1 Peter 1:16–
Lev. 11:44.  


- Paul still adhered to and validated moral obligations in Leviticus—1 Tim. 
1:8.


- 3. Paul’s terms for men practicing homosexuality are from the words found in 
Leviticus—1 Cor. 6:9, 1 Tim. 1:10.  
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- 4. The sexual sins in Leviticus 18 get further and further away from God’s design
—Leviticus 18:19-23.   


• Same is true of Leviticus 20.  The sins get further from God’s intended plan—
Leviticus 20:10-16.


- 5. All of these mentioned in the Leviticus passages are still sins except for 
maybe sex during menstruation.  


• Adultery—Matt. 5:27-30, incest—1 Cor. 5:1-13, and polygamy—1 Cor. 7:2, 1 
Tim. 3:2.  


- It would be odd that all of those are still in effect but homosexuality is not.  


- Romans 1:18-32


• We see the ungodly making 3 exchanges—verse 21-23–the glory of God for 
idolatry, the second exchange—verse 24-25–the truth for a lie, and the third 
exchange—v. 26-27–giving up natural relations for same sex relations.  


- DeYoung writes, “In Paul’s mind, same-sex sexual intimacy is an especially clear 
illustration of the idolatrous human impulse to turn away from God’s order and 
design.  Those who suppress the truth about God as revealed in nature 
suppress the truth about themselves written in nature.  Homosexual practice is 
an example on a horizontal plane of our vertical rebellion against God.”


• DeYoung continues, “Homosexual behavior is a sin, not according to who 
practices it or by what motivation they seek it, but because that act itself, as a 
truth-suppressing exchange, is contrary to God’s good design.  Every passion 
directed toward illegitimate ends was considered excessive and lacking in 
self-control—Titus 1:12.”


- The word relation (Kresis) in Romans 1:27 speaks of the state of or design 
not desire


- Ezek. 16:48-50–In this passage God is comparing Jerusalem to Sodom.  


• As we look at this passage we see the root of homosexuality which is also the root 
of so many other sins.  


- Pride was an of the issue in Sodom and pride is the root of a lot of sin.  


• Pride puffs us up with false sense of independence.  Proud people feel as 
though they can live separate from God.  They do what they want to do when 
they want to do it. 
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- Wealth (fullness of food) and the entertainment-driven worldview(abundance of 
idleness).


• “Living according to God’s standards is an acquired taste.  We develop a taste 
for godly living only by intentionally putting into place practices that equip us 
to live below our means.  We develop a taste for God’s standards only by 
disciplining our minds, hands, money, and time.  In God’s economy, what we 
love we will discipline.”—Butterfield 


- “Undisciplined taste will always lead to egregious sin—slowly and almost 
imperceptibly.”—Butterfield


- Lack of mercy (neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy).  


• They are unlike the Samaritan traveler in Luke 10:25-37.  


- “God calls us to be merciful to others for our own good as well as for the 
good of our community.  Our hearts  will become hard to the whispers of 
God if we turn our backs on those who have less than we do.”—Butterfield


- Lack of discretion and modesty (they were haughty and committed abomination 
before Me).  


• “Pride combined with wealth leads to idleness because you falsely feel that 
God just wants you to have fun; if unchecked, this sin will grow into 
entertainment-driven lust; if unchecked, this sin will grow into hardness of 
heart that declares other people’s problems no responsibility or care of your 
own; if unchecked, we become bold in our sin and feel entitled to live selfish 
lives fueled by the twin values of our culture: acquiring and achieving.”—
Butterfield


- There is nothing outwardly sexual about these problems with Sodom—
pride, wealth, entertainment-driven focus, lack of mercy, lack of modesty.  


• Sexual sin does not have to have sexual origins.  


- So we see that God is warning: “If you indulge the sins of pride, wealth, 
entertainment-lust, lack of mercy, and lack of discretion, you will find 
yourself deep in sin—and the type of sin may surprise you.”—
Butterfield 


• Sin is a progression.  It grows and spreads to other parts of our lives.  
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- Butterfield argues, “Homosexuality—like all sin—is symptomatic 
and not causal—that is, it tells us where our heart has been, not 
who we inherently are or what we are destined to become......The 
truth is, outside of Christ, I am a manipulator, liar, power-monger, 
and controller.”   
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