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What Did We Learn? (Heb. 2:1) 

Hebrews 2:1 

For this reason, we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so 
that we do not drift away from it.  

• Since the first weekend of June, we have begun our study on Hebrews. Since then, we 
have learned in 8 weeks about the Doctrine and Gospel of Jesus. While this may seem like 
an odd thing to state or say, is not our entire faith based on Jesus? The idea that we went 
through 8 weeks of learning about not just WHO Jesus was, is and will be but also WHERE 
Jesus was, is, and will; may seem trivial. But I want to start off with the challenge, that 
you go back from the past 8 weeks, and re-read the first chapter of Hebrews, and though 
the chapter and our sermons. Now, many will roll their eyes and say, “nah we get it, keep 
moving on.” But I will ask you another question, it is the same question I asked an old co-
lead of a young men’s bible study I use to help a few years back when we were studying 
the same book, Hebrews. He was a former Catholic and was willing to accept every word 
that came out of the priest mouth back during his time as a Catholic, but that same 
practice came with him when he became a Christian. Whatever the Pastor said, he 
believed.  
 

o Why do you believe in the name of Jesus?  
o Why is it you accept so quickly what you have read? 
o What have you been taught that gives you the ability to stand where you stand? 

 
• Now, there was no issue with his stance, or belief but I wanted him to dig deeper into 

scripture, to question what he read in a way that he wanted to challenge himself to find 
God. To seek the truth throughout scripture and to find God through the word of God, 
not just by the word of his preacher.  
 

• We see an example of this in the book of Acts with the people of Berea. They were not 
willing to just accept it as the end all, but they were wanting to truly find the words of 
God.  

Acts 17:10-11 
The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when 
they arrived, they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more 
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noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, 
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 

 
• As we see in Acts, the church not only heard the word, but they listened intensively to 

what was begin said. So much that they would go back and examine the word to confirm 
that “things were so.” That the word being preached was true.  
 

• This is a great example in scripture of what the Author of Hebrews is pointing out in verse 
1 of Hebrews 2. To listen attentively to what is being said, and to examine scripture to 
confirm that what is being said is so, and in doing so, you are giving yourself a footing, a 
footing that is rooted in Jesus Christ. 
 

• The Author of Hebrews up to this point has given us specific Old Testament references 
that enlighten our view of Jesus.  Not only enlightens but gives us a footing to stand on. 
To know that God has been in control this whole time. This is what the next few verses 
are about. Something to stand on.  
 

o So, I ask you, “Why do you believe in the name of Jesus?” “What have you been 
taught that gives you the ability to stand where you stand?” And if the first set of 
words that follow suit are not “because of Jesus,” I challenge you to dig deeper 
and get to a place where it is, “because of Jesus,” 

Hebrews 2:1 
Therefore, we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it 

• As stated, we spent 8 weeks in what we can call the Doctrine of Jesus. The belief of Who 
Jesus is (his two characteristics), Where Jesus is (At the right hand of God), What Jesus 
has done and is doing (Created, Saved, Redeemed, Judge) and so on. It would make sense 
that the Author would start off the next line with, “For this reason,”  
 

o A better translation is, “For this reason.” The author is stating that for everything 
that was just said before this, this is what we should pay such close attention to. 
The Author is closing his argument. He has given us the Doctrine of Jesus, the 
Gospel of Jesus. Now the Author is starting to give us an application. An 
application that is mixed with a command and a lesson. To pay attention to what 
we have heard, lest we drift away. This is a perfect encompassing application. “For 
this reason,” 
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 It provides a command, an act, and a lesson; and provides us a way to back 

to Jesus.  
 

• But hey! We have received our first command of this book! Finally, like a student awaiting 
his master to give instruction. But alas, the instruction is not one many of us like or want… 
“Listen” “Consider” “Look”, oh but Christians we should view this as being said, “LISTEN 
to Jesus!” “CONSIDER Jesus!” “LOOK to Jesus!” 
 

o Piper would say, “Literally, it says, “it is exceedingly necessary that we give heed 
to what we have heard.” It is not just an option that you can do if you are especially 
spiritual or have a crisis in front of you or if you are at camp or if you need to 
prepare some lesson. This is a word to all Christians: it is “exceedingly necessary 
to give heed” to Jesus as the Word of God.” 

 
• The interesting point is that the Author is emphasizing the idea of listening. In America, a 

common practice is to listen to only speak at first chance, to fix or prove wrong. We don’t 
seek to hear the words of our brothers and sisters in Christ, or worst those of our 
neighbors, whom we were called to love as we love ourselves. No, no, we seek to prove 
them wrong or show how smart we are. What has become a thing in America is, “Look at 
me and all that I am.” “Look at me!” Christians, no! It is look at Jesus!  
 

• But this practice of listening to respond, seems like it is an okay ordeal. It seems like our 
opinions should matter. If I can fix your problems, should I not automatically state the 
solution? When my wife tells a problem, should I just not just fix it? Or should I listen to 
her because what I think the problem is, may not be the problem to her. But I won’t know 
that if I don’t truly listen to her and give her my full attention. 
 
Proverbs 18:2 

A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion. 
 
Proverbs 18:13 

If one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame. 
 

Proverbs 19:27 
Cease to hear instruction, my son, and you will stray from the words of knowledge. 
 

• Now in some outside cultures, listening is an art form, and a practice of honoring those 
who are speaking. You listen, not to speak but to hear. To understand what is being said, 
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and to process what was told to you. You do not speak quickly, lest you say something 
wrong.  
 
 
James 1:19 

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger. 

 
o So, in laments term, the Author is essentially saying, “LISTEN! Not just with your 

ears but also with your heart, lest you drift away from the one true God.”  
 

Proverbs 19:20 
Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future. 

Proverbs 2:2 
making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding. 
 

Romans 10:17 
So, faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 

• Speaking of Jesus Christ… 

Mark 4:13-25 (in reference to the parable of the Sower) 
And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you 
understand all the parables? The Sower sows the word. And these are the ones 
along the path, where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes 
and takes away the word that is sown in them. And these are the ones sown on 
rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with 
joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall 
away. And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the 
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for 
other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. But those that 
were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear 
fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And he said to them, “Is a lamp 
brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? For 
nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to 
come to light. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.” And he said to them, “Pay 
attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, 
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and still more will be added to you. For to the one who has, more will be given, and 
from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” 
 

• In the parable we just read, this is almost a direct correlation being made by the Author 
of Hebrew. We must hear the word of God. We must accept the word of God. The word 
of God must take center stage of our lives. If we do not hear it nor accept it, we become 
much like that of a sailor who jumps off a perfectly good ship, and into the water with 
nothing but a piece of wood to hold onto. Yet all the while this piece of wood we believe 
to sustains or give life; it controls nothing, barely protect the sailor from the sea life or 
the current below or even the storms above.  

 
Ephesians 4:11-16 

o And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 

• Church, we drift away from God when we stop reading his word and communicating 
through prayer. All the while, we turn to yell at him for leaving us behind, but all the while 
it was us who jumped ship. It us who stopped praying. It was us who stopped reading. It 
was us who stopped seeking. We become much like the children being referenced in verse 
14, of being tossed away by the wind and the sea.  
 

• North Morro, we do not just sit idly by and “listen” to the word of God. No, no. We Accept 
the word of God and challenge the words being said by man and use the word of God as 
the life source to that challenge. We read the word to find God.  God does not find us in 
scripture, we find Him.  

 
• The next portion of verse 1 of Hebrews 2 is the middle meaty section. It is the center of 

the verse.  
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Hebrews 2:1 
Therefore, we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it 

• Church, I ask you. What have we heard? What have we learned? 
o We have learned the Doctrine and Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have learned the 

characteristics of Jesus! We have learned the grace and mercy of God. We have 
learned the name of Jesus. 
 

Hebrews 1:5 – 2:1 
For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have begotten 
you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”? And again, 
when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship 
him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame 
of fire.” 8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the 
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And “You, Lord, laid the 
foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your 
hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment, like 
a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the 
same, and your years will have no end.” And to which of the angels has he ever 
said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are 
they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to 
inherit salvation? Therefore, we must pay much closer attention to what we have 
heard, lest we drift away from it. 
 

• Do we need more? Okay! 
 

• What else have we learned? What else has scripture taught us about Jesus? 
 

John 16:33 
I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you 
will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
 

John 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 
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John 1:1-5 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and 
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 
 

Mark 6: 45-51 
Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other 
side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. And after he had taken leave of 
them, he went up on the mountain to pray. And when evening came, the boat was 
out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. And he saw that they were making 
headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of 
the night, he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, but 
when they saw him walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 
for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And he got into the boat with them, and the 
wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 

 
• Who is this Jesus Claiming to be?! Let me show you!  

o Now remember, in the past 8 weeks we have studied the Doctrine of Jesus, but 
let me bring some other clarity to this doctrine.  

 
Exodus 3:13-15 

Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The 
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what 
shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this 
to the people of Israel: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say 
this to the people of Israel: ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name 
forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 

Isaiah 9:6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon[a] 
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
• This is what we have learned! That Jesus has been, is, and will be forever! This is what we 

have learned! We have learned Jesus! We have been taught Jesus. LOOK to Jesus! Rejoice 
for JESUS has been, is, and will be the Son of God! The Mediator of our sin. Rejoice! The I 
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AM followed through His promise and provided the Messiah! The I AM is The Word and 
the Word is Jesus. We serve a God, three in one. We have connected and packed the past 
8 weeks of Hebrews 1 into this one verse!  

o I know it is a lot, and bear with me, we are close to the finish line. 
 

• Now, in going back to Hebrews 2:1; Notice that the Author strategically placed this verse 
together. It seems insignificant but the truth is that it was well done. 

Hebrews 2:1 
Therefore, we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift 
away from it 

• At first, he states to hold onto something specific, that of which is “what we have heard”, 
which that is the Word of God. This is to give Jesus your complete and utter attention! 
But! Just seconds later he explains the reasoning behind why we should hold onto the 
words of Jesus, “so that we do not drift away.” But yet this is not the only place we see 
this in scripture concept or idea in scripture.  

Ephesians 1:13 
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 

 
1 Corinthians 15:58 

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

2 Thessalonians 2:15 
So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by 
us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. 

Romans 12:2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

• We are to hold onto the word of God. Holding firmly to the scriptures that God has graced 
us so wonderfully with. Do not let go of the Word of God, no matter the cost of what it 
may be. Lest you let go of the word of God, much like the seeds thrown into the thorns, 
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or rocky places, or the road where they cannot hold onto their own source of life, the 
water.  

o John Calvin once said, “An attentive mind is like a vessel capable of holding water; 
but that which is roving and indolent is like a vessel with holes.” 

 
• Again, I will say, we must hold onto the Words of Jesus Christ. To know the one who even 

the angels bow down too. The one who holds the “scepter of righteousness”. In doing so, 
we will not drift away from the scepter of Jesus Christ. We will hold onto that scepter with 
dear life, for it is our eternal life that is held in the hands of Jesus Christ.  

• What else did we learn today? 
 

• We learned to listen. 
o John Piper said this in reference to Hebrews 2:1 (to listen), “Now here is a 

command that we need desperately to hear in our day. What do you listen to? 
Whom do you listen to? God has spoken through his Son; do you listen to him? 
How does your listening to him compare to your listening to other things? When 
we want to listen to someone, we make provisions for listening.” 

 
• Who are you listening to Church? 

o Are you listening to the new world that claims to be woke or are you listening to 
a God that is awake and speaking to you?  
 The world will say that do what you want, that’ll make you happy. Just be 

you. Who cares how that looks like to anyone else? 
•  But God says, I created you and I know you. The great I AM knows 

you. 
 

• I ask you again, who are you listening too? What is drifting you away from God? What is 
taking your time from God? Who has become your god? Are you reading the Word of God 
to hear God’s voice and to learn more about him? Or are you reading to check the box or 
to make an attempt in some sort of personal gain, an attempt to make yourself feel 
better? Because the truth is God knows, and God see’s your heart. 
 

o I challenge you this week, to read attentively to the Word of God. To hear his voice 
in the pages of scripture. To learn more about Him, so you can have anchor that 
holds fast in the storm. So, you can hold fast to the Doctrine and Gospel of Jesus, 
and to not drift away. This world that so badly wants to disguise its lies as truth, 
but as we read in many different portions of scripture today, the truth will be 
revealed. The question is what side are you standing on? 
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• If it is not the Great I AM. Then I plead with you, take moment, and come to the cross that 
God has laid before you.  Come to the feet of Jesus. For though I promise that life won’t 
be easy, it may even be a lot harder. But it does come with a peace in the midst of a storm. 
It comes savior who calms the storm himself, A savior who has freed us from bondage. It 
comes with a God who has promised us eternity in His grace and mercy. An eternity in His 
kingdom.  
 

• Let us pray 
  


