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INTRODUCTION:

Last week we talked about the blood of Christ.

—We saw that Christ’s blood cleanses and makes
righteous those who come to Him.

— —We also saw that He thought we were worthy of
saving and He gave His life in the fight against our sin.
— ——He thought it was appropriate to shed His blood
in this fight.

————Then we looked at how we should also be
shedding spiritual blood in our fight against our sin as
well.

————— We need to let go of ourselves and live like
Christ.... We need to be living sacrifices for God ...
denying ourselves; taking up our cross daily and
following Christ.

Today we will focus on the cleansing of earthly things for
the service of God.

—We will see that we are to do great things for God.
Things that are greater than us.

—We will see why the heavenly things needed a greater
sacrifice than the earthly things.

—We will see how we can appear before the presence
of God.

—We will see how Christ has put away sin and what that
means for those that are His.

—We will see that death comes to all men and judgment
follows that death; but it can look different for those that
put away self and live in Christ.



Scripture:

Hebrews 9:23-28 (NASB95): 23 Therefore it was
necessary for the copies of the things in the
heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;
25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as
the high priest enters the holy place year by year
with blood that is not his own.

26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often
since the foundation of the world; but now once at
the consummation of the ages He has been
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself.

27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die
once and after this comes judgment,

28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear
the sins of many, will appear a second time for
salvation without reference to sin, to those who
eagerly await Him.

So, we see that is was necessary for the copied things
to be cleansed.

—Well, of course they needed to be purified because
they were copies of the heavenly things; they were not
the heavenly things themselves.

— —Which means that they are earthly made things.

— ——They had to be purified to do work that was
greater than they are.

— — ——Much like us, we need to be purified in-order to
do work that is greater than us.

————— READ: John 14:12 (NASB95): 12 “Truly,
truly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works
that | do, he will do also; and greater works than
these he will do; because | go to the Father.
—————— Now, before you go and try to walk on
water or raise people from the dead; you need to
understand that Jesus is not talking about greater in
power than Christ. He is speaking of greater in power in
location. Jesus ministry was pretty much in Galilee and
Judea.

) Pe—
Socrpamat IS S oy ade



Scripture:

Don’t get distracted, see what Jesus said, “he who
believes in Me, the works that | do, he will do also.”
—Doing works like Christ are much greater works than
we are able to accomplish on our own.

— —John Piper said this, “If you think ‘greater works’
means ‘more miraculous’ you will be hard put to exceed
walking on water, feeding five thousand with five loaves
and two fish, and raising the dead. i@llt know of any
Christ who has ever lived—inside or outslggjgmew )
Tesﬁiﬂiﬂl_ﬂgﬂa}i ever done all three of those ™
miracles, let alone something more miraculous.....What
does he mean?....You will receive the Holy Spirit of the
crucified and risen Christ. Before the resurrection of
Jesus, nobody in the history of the world had ever done
that, not even Jesus.”

— — —In that indwelling of the Spirit and union with
Christ the work that we will do will be different from
Christ but will be greater than us.

— ———But how do we get to finish the work that Christ
started here on this earth?

————— It is by being cleansed!!!

—————— READ: Titus 2:11-14 (NASB95): 11 For
the grace of God has appeared, b§ringing salvation to
all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and
godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed
hope and the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself
for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to
purify for Himself a people for His own possession,
zealous for good deeds.




Scripture:

Hebrews 9:23-28 (NASB95): 23 Therefore it was
necessary for the copies of the things in the
heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;

25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as
the high priest enters the holy place year by year
with blood that is not his own.

26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often
since the foundation of the world; but now once at
the consummation of the ages He has been
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself.

27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die
once and after this comes judgment,

28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear
the sins of many, will appear a second time for
salvation without reference to sin, to those who
eagerly await Him.

We see that the copies needed to be cleansed because
of their imperfection and association with sinful
humanity.

—But we see that the heavenly things needed a
sacrifice as well.

— —This is a bit confusing isn’t it? Why would the
heavenly things need a sacrifice and in need a sacrifice
need to be cleansed?

— — —Does that mean that heaven is not perfect? Oh
no!!! What is going on here?

— ———Well, we need to understand what is being
pointed out here to us.

————— These heavenly things, the true sanctuary of
God as verse 24 tells us, is where God meets His
people.
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As William Hendriksen wrote, “It is the place where the
people of God serve him by offering themselves as living
sacrifices. Then why does the author write that the
heavenly things had to be cleansed? Heaven became a
sanctuary for God’s people only when the blood of Christ
was shed for them. Christ’s blood, then, became the
basis for their entrance into heaven.”

—Have you ever watched a tv show or movie or maybe
this has happened to you in real life, where the person
says, “it’s not you, it’s me.”

— —This is why the heavenly things needed a greater
sacrifice and need the cleansing blood of Christ; not for
it but for us.

— — —George Guthrie put it this way, “The need for
purification of the tabernacle had to do with its
association with a sinful people. This holy space was
made fit for continued interaction between God and his
people by sacrifices that addressed the problem of sin.
Correspondingly, the heavenly tabernacle, the author’s
conception of the place of God’s presence, was made
accessible to the new covenant people of God by
Christ’s sacrificial death.”

— — ——Christ’s sacrifice and His blood have paved the
way for us to enter the presence of God: READ:
Hebrews 10:19-22 (NASB95): 19 Therefore, brethren,
since we have confidence to enter the holy place by
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way
which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is,
His flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over
the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water.
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Hebrews 9:23-28 (NASB95): 23 Therefore it was
necessary for the copies of the things in the
heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;
25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as
the high priest enters the holy place year by year
with blood that is not his own.

26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often
since the foundation of the world; but now once at
the consummation of the ages He has been
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself.

27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die
once and after this comes judgment,

28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear
the sins of many, will appear a second time for
salvation without reference to sin, to those who
eagerly await Him.

Christ has entered this Holy place and prepared it for us.
—So that we can appear in the presence of God or, as
some translations have it, “appear before the face of
God.”

— —Andrew Murray wrote, “Before the face of God,’ in
the presence of God, is now the home of the
soul....Heaven itself—the Holiest of All, into which He
entered, the presence of God—is now the sphere in
which He exercises His heavenly ministry, into which He
brings us in as an actual life and experience, in which

we alone cwmmm%%
———Chr| servmg in His office of High Priest J%E"?

have a »relationship with God the Father.
— ———READ: Romans 8:33-34 (NASB95): 33 Who

will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the
one who justifies; 34 who is the one who
condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God,
who also intercedes for us.

— ———READ: Hebrews 7:25 (NASB95): 25
Therefore He is able also to save forever those who
draw near to God through Him, since He always
lives to make intercession for them.

Verses 25-26 point out the one event that is central to
the Christian faith.

—There is one word in that last sentence that is very
important; ONE.

— —Christ died once and He only needs to die once
because that death is infinitely more valuable that any
other death.

— — —His sacrifice is once for all time, He does not
need to be sacrificed over and over again.

— — ——Christ’s life, death, burial, and resurrection is a
moment in time that has no comparison.

————— Arthur W. Pink wrote, “What Christ effected
by His dying once is forever. And what He did effect was
this—He ‘put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”
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Hebrews 9:23-28 (NASB95): 23 Therefore it was
necessary for the copies of the things in the
heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly
things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;
25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as
the high priest enters the holy place year by year
with blood that is not his own.

26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often
since the foundation of the world; but now once at
the consummation of the ages He has been
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of
Himself.

27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die
once and after this comes judgment,

28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear
the sins of many, will appear a second time for
salvation without reference to sin, to those who
eagerly await Him.

Christ put away sin for those that are His for all time.
—He put it away from the presence of God for those that
are His.

— —He continues to put this away in us as He sanctifies
us (make us Holy).

— ——Andrew Murray wrote this about sin, “Sin, in its
deepest root, is a turning from God to self, rejecting God
to please self.”

— ———This is what Satan attempted to deceive Christ
with and He (Christ) rejected it. This is what Christ is
removing in us.

————— READ: Romans 8:1-2 (NASB95):

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of
sin and of death.

We know that death comes to all men because all men
have fallen. This is not changed but the judgement that
falls on man after that death is what has changed.

—It is because of the Gospel that we have hope in the
judgement of God.

— —Murray wrote this, “Christ has opened for us a
heavenly life-sphere, out of which sin has been put away
—the sanctuary of God’s presence. Which will it be:
self-pleasing or self-sacrifice? A life in self or a life in
Christ?”

— — —Christ died for those who will put away self and
live life in Him.

— — ——For these people... He will bear their sins.
————— READ: 1 John 3:5 (NASB95): 5 You know
that He appeared in order to take away sins; and in
Him there is no sin.

————— READ: Romans 3:21-24 (NASB95): 21 But
now apart from the Law the righteousness of God
has been manifested, being withessed by the Law
and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who
believe; for there is no distinction; 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being
justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus;
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So, what is our practical application? How do we apply
this to our lives?

—Christ has come to bear the sins of many; are you one
of the many? If you have not put away self and are
living in Christ you need to.

— —If you are one who has given your life to Christ have
you put away self? Have you turned away from self and
turn to God? Have you rejected self to please God?

— — —Are you purified doing the great work that God
has for you?

— — ——0Or are you doing minimal work or no work? If
you are one of these people you need to get self out of
the way.

————— Christ will come back one day and salvation
will be the focus ... not sin. So, we need to be doing
away with sin like Christ is doing away with sin.



