
Merciful and Faithful High Priest
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we talked about the fear of death.  
—We talked about how followers of Jesus Christ should 
not fear death. 
——We also talked about how those that are apart from 
Christ have a lot to fear of death but they try to avoid the 
topic.  
———We looked at the fact that Jesus helps us.  He 
takes hold of us.  
————He will not leave us or forsake us. 

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will talk about Jesus as High Priest.  
—We will look at this in several weeks as we get further 
and further into Hebrews. 
——Today we will look at Jesus as High Priest 
specifically in Him being merciful and faithful. 
———We will see how Jesus’ humanity really paved the 
way for Him to be the once for—all time High Priest.  
————We will see that Jesus was tempted in any way 
that we can be tempted yet He lived without sin.  

Passage Begins 

Scripture:

1



Hebrews 2:17–18 (NASB95): 17 Therefore, He had to 
be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.
 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which 
He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of 
those who are tempted.

Once again we see that it is pointed out that Jesus had 
to become like us.  
—So, what reasons has God given us that Jesus left His 
place on high and became like one of us so far? 
——He tasted death for everyone—v. 9, to bring many 
son to glory—v. 10, He would be the founder of our 
salvation—v.10, He could sacrifice for us—v. 10, He 
could speak our names as family—v. 12, so He could 
destroy Satan—v. 14, He would deliver us from the fear 
of death—v.15, and He would deliver us from death—v. 
15. 
———So here we see another reason that Jesus had to 
become like us.  
————So that He could become a merciful and faithful 
high priest.  

This is the first time we hear of Jesus as a high priest 
but it will not be the last.  
—Some would argue that this idea of Jesus being high 
priest is a main theme in the book of Hebrews.  
——For Jesus to be the merciful and faithful high priest, 
He needs both, His humanity and His deity.  
———This does not mean that Jesus took on our sinful 
nature.  
————It never means that Jesus took on sinfulness 
but what is mean is that: READ: Hebrews 4:15 
(NASB95): 15 For we do not have a high priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One 
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet 
without sin.
—————The all things we see here is, all things that 
Christ could be without compromising who He is.  
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Hebrews 2:17–18 (NASB95): 17 Therefore, He had to 
be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.
 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which 
He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of 
those who are tempted.

Author W. Pink wrote, “What then does the ‘all things’ 
signify and include?  We answer, everything which 
scripture does not except or exclude ‘when people saw 
Him, they did not notice in His outward appearance 
anything super-human, glorious, free from earthly 
weakness and dependency.  He did not come in 
splendor and power.  He did not come in the brightness 
and strength which Adam possessed before he fell.  In 
all things He became like unto us’ in His body, for He 
was hungry and thirsty; overcome with fatigue, He slept; 
in his mind, for it developed.  He had to be taught.  He 
grew in wisdom concerning in the things around Him; He 
increased, not merely in statue, but in mental and 
normal strength.  In His affections, for He loved.  He was 
astonished; He marveled at men’s unbelief.”  
—He lived as we live and He did what we are to do.  
——He paved the way for us, showed us how to live, 
instructing us in what is good for us to do. 
———Much like baptism that we will do today:  READ: 
Matthew 3:13–17 (NASB95): 13 Then Jesus *arrived 
from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be 
baptized by him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, 
saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do 
You come to me?”  15 But Jesus answering said to 
him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 
he *permitted Him. 16 After being baptized, Jesus 
came up immediately from the water; and behold, 
the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 17 
and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, “This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”
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So Jesus became like us, taking on humanity—soul and 
body, and went through all the experience of humanity 
except sin; to be so many things for us but as we look at 
here: our high priest.  
—We will look fully at Jesus being high priest as we 
move through Hebrews but we will focus on His High 
priestliness in His mercifulness and faithfulness.  
——Jesus’ mercy is important for us to ponder.  
———Jesus being our high priest stands between us 
and God where He intercedes/intervenes  on our behalf.  
————He represents us who believe in Him before 
God.  
—————William Hendriksen wrote, “Jesus…as the 
high priest who represents man before God, averts 
God’s wrath, heals the broken-hearted, lifts up the fallen, 
and ministers to the needs of his people.”   

Hebrews 2:17–18 (NASB95): 17 Therefore, He had to 
be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.
 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which 
He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of 
those who are tempted.

What the mercy of Jesus looked like is that there is such 
a vast difference from what you and I  are like compared 
to what God’s standard for us is. 
—Merciful is being compassionate, understanding, 
having sympathy, delivering, supportive, comforting.  
——Jesus is able to give us mercy because He has 
walked the path we have to walk. 
—We are dust and ashes: READ:  Genesis 18:27 
(NASB95): 27 And Abraham replied, “Now behold, I 
have ventured to speak to the Lord, although I am 
but dust and ashes.
—We are the worst of sinners: READ: 1 Timothy 1:15 
(NASB95): 15 It is a trustworthy statement, 
deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, among whom I am 
foremost of all.
—God is spirit: READ: John 4:24 (NASB95): 24 “God 
is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship 
in spirit and truth.”
—God is perfect: READ: Deuteronomy 32:4 
(NASB95): 4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, For all 
His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without 
injustice, Righteous and upright is He.
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So without Jesus’ mercy we would not have access to 
God.   
—The gap was too far for us.  But we have a merciful 
high priest.  
——READ: Romans 5:10 (NASB95): 10 For if while 
we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
——READ: Colossians 1:21–22 (NASB95): 21 And 
although you were formerly alienated and hostile in 
mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now 
reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in 
order to present you before Him holy and blameless 
and beyond reproach—
———So Jesus is the mediator that we need in order to 
access God but also be right in God’s sight.  
————READ: 1 Timothy 2:5–6 (NASB95): 5 For 
there is one God, and one mediator also between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave 
Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at 
the proper time.

So not only is Jesus a merciful high priest but He is also 
faithful. 
—Jesus is first and foremost faithful to God the Father.  
——Jesus serves as high priest in service to God. He 
does the job that God has appointed Him perfectly 
without any fault.  
———But faithful also means that Jesus is trustworthy 
and we can rely on Him.  
————Pink wrote, “To be ‘faithful’ means that His 
compassions are regulated by holiness, His sympathies 
are exercised, according to the requirement of God’s 
truth.”  
—————What?  Pink is saying that Jesus is not 
faithful to every human that has walked this earth but He 
is faithful to those who have given up their lives, handed 
them over to Jesus, and make Jesus Lord of their lives.  
He is faithful to those people.   
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Hebrews 2:17–18 (NASB95): 17 Therefore, He had to 
be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.
 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which 
He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of 
those who are tempted.

 Because Jesus is merciful and faithful He makes 
propitiation for the sins of the people.  
—The word propitiation means to regain the favor of 
God.  
——We are able to regain the favor of God by Jesus 
being our atonement.  
———Which means that Jesus makes the repair, He 
makes the amends between the sinful dust humans with 
almighty perfect spirit God.  
————Jesus brought peace to those that give their life 
to Him with God.  
—————We were once alienated from God because 
of our sin but Jesus as high priest made the sacrifice for 
us to be brought into a right relationship with God once 
again.  
——————READ: Romans 5:1 (NASB95): 
1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

So, Jesus takes the punishment of sin, He takes the sins 
of us on Himself; Holy and blameless Christ substituted 
for sinful broken humanity.  
—READ: John 10:11 (NASB95): 11 “I am the good 
shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for 
the sheep.
—READ: 1 John 3:16 (NASB95): 16 We know love by 
this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren.
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Verse 18 helps us once again to understand that Jesus 
personally experienced the power of sin when He was 
tempted.  
—Pink wrote, “That the temptations to which our blessed 
Lord was subjected were real ones is evidenced from 
the inspired declaration that He ‘suffered’ from them, but 
that they involved a conflict within Him, or that there was 
any possibility of His yielding thereto, must be 
emphatically denied.”  
——Because this, Jesus can identify with us He is ready 
to help us.  
———He is ready to supply what we need.  And what 
we need is everything that Jesus gives us.  
————Jesus understands us and knows that we need 
help.  He offers us so much help. 

Hebrews 2:17–18 (NASB95): 17 Therefore, He had to 
be made like His brethren in all things, so that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people.
 18 For since He Himself was tempted in that which 
He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of 
those who are tempted.

We live in a world where everything is opposed to true 
godliness.  
—We need Christ who will help or aid us through this 
life.  
——Jesus has lived the perfect life and He leads us in 
the way to live life.  
———His wisdom and grace are perfect and we have to 
trust Christ.  
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So, what is our take away from this passage?  What is 
our practical application?  
—Jesus is not some unapproachable God who does not 
care for us.  
——He is so approachable, He empathizes with us, He 
has been tempted like we have, He knows what we go 
through, and helps/aids us.  Are you accepting the aid of 
Jesus?  
———Jesus is our high priest because He is the only 
one that can. He is merciful and faithful for those that 
are His.  Are you His?  If you are, do you live like it and 
are you faithful to Christ in return?  
————Are you taking this great news to heart?  Are 
you thankful for Jesus?  Are you sharing this good news 
to a lost and dying world? 

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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