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Okay, so last week we looked at our absolute need to 
pay attention to what God has revealed to us.  
—Pay attention to the whole council of scripture but also 
pay attention to what has been presented in Hebrews 
chapter 1.  
——We have to take in what God has revealed to us, 
believe in with all our heart, and put it into practice.  
———If we don’t take these things in, believe them with 
all our hearts, and put them into practice then we will 
drift away.  
————The religious leaders of Jesus’ day practice the 
law but they did not believe it with all their hearts.  Peter 
believed it with all his heart but He did not put the 
teaching of Jesus into practice.  Countless number of 
people have heard it but have not taken it in so their 
eternal destiny is not secure.  
—————So we should pay attention, believe it, and 
put it into practice so we don’t drift away from it.  

Passage Begins 

Hebrews 2:2–4 (NAS): 2 For if the word spoken 
through angels proved unalterable, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just 
penalty,
 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation? After it was at the first spoken through 
the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,
 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and 
wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the 
Holy Spirit according to His own will.

So in chapter 1 God revealed foundational truth about 
Jesus by comparing Jesus and the angels.  
—Here in the beginning of Chapter 2 God is giving us 
more reasons to take in, believe, and put into practice 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
——Verse 2 is a continuation from verse 1.  
—We heard in verse 1, “so that we do not drift away 
from it.”  Well, here in verse 2 we are given the 
consequences of drifting away from the gospel and the 
relationship we have in Jesus Christ.  
——Author W. Pink wrote, “Having shown that such 
attention should be given because of the excellency of 
its Author and Publisher, and because of the benefits 
which would be lost through negligence.”  
———What are the benefits that are lost when someone 
does not accept, live in, and pursue the gospel?  
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Jesus is the Mediator between God the Father and 
broken sinful humanity. 
—READ: 1 Timothy 2:5–6 (NAS):  5 For there is one 
God, and one mediator also between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper 
time.
——So the only one who can stand before God almighty 
and vouch for us, take our place, pay our price, and 
remove our just punishment is lost if we the gospel and 
a relationship with Jesus Christ is rejected.  
———So what will be the standard for those apart from 
Christ?  
————The Law.  
—————READ: Acts 7:52–53 (NAS): 52 “Which 
one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? 
They killed those who had previously announced 
the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers 
and murderers you have now become; 53 you who 
received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did 
not keep it.”

In the time that Hebrews was written, they believed the 
angels brought the law of God on Mount Sinai.  
—Josephus a Jewish historian right around the first 
century wrote, “And for ourselves, we have learned form 
God the most excellent of out teachings, and the most 
holy part of our law by angels.”  
——So the writer of Hebrews speaking to Hebrews 
addresses their belief about the law. 
———But His point was not that angels were the 
deliverers of law but the implications of living under the 
law.  
————READ: Romans 8:1–4 (NAS): 1 Therefore 
there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death.  3 For what the Law could not do, weak as 
it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering 
for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the 
requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who 
do not walk according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit.
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God did give the law and the gospel and both the law 
and the gospel are good.  
—The law reveals our sinfulness: READ: Romans 
3:19–20 (NAS): 19 Now we know that whatever the 
Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, 
so that every mouth may be closed and all the world 
may become accountable to God; 20 because by the 
works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His 
sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of 
sin.
——If a person rejects the gospel then they have to live 
under the law that was given to reveal how broken we 
are.  
———This is why our passage this morning tells us that 
“every transgression and disobedience,” or violation and 
rejection of God’s will, will receive the just penalty.   
————God sent his Son to be the savior of the world 
and called those that are believers in Christ to take that 
good news to the world; when the world rejects that 
good news, when they deafen their ears to voice of God, 
this is disobedience.  This forgoes the gospel and places 
whoever rejects Jesus under the law.  
———No one can live up to the law, no one can fulfill it; 
only Christ could and that is why we need the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  
————He is the Mediator we need, He is the way the 
truth and the life and we can not find our way to God but 
through Him.  
—————READ: Romans 2:5–9 (NAS):  5 But 
because of your stubbornness and unrepentant 
heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God, 6 who will render to each person 
according to his deeds:  7 to those who by 
perseverance in doing good seek for glory and 
honor and immortality, eternal life; 8 but to those 
who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and 
indignation.  9 There will be tribulation and distress 
for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first 
and also of the Greek.
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Those that try to live their lives under the banner of, “I 
am a good person,” are trying to live according to the 
law.
—READ: Psalm 14:1–3 (NAS): 1 The fool has said in 
his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they 
have committed abominable deeds; There is no one 
who does good.  2 The Lord has looked down from 
heaven upon the sons of men To see if there are any 
who understand, Who seek after God. 3 They have 
all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; 
There is no one who does good, not even one. 
——The law reveals our desperate need for salvation, 
for grace, for help, for our debt to be paid by someone 
else besides us, because we cannot save ourselves, we 
can earn our way to God’s good favor, if we pay our debt 
it will take all of eternity of weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  
———The law teaches us this and the gospel; Jesus 
Christ saves us from this.  
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After all that I think verse 3 is so fitting, “How will we 
escape if we neglect so great a salvation?”  
—There is no escape if we reject so great a salvation.  
——We cannot neglect, we cannot drift away, we cannot 
ignore, or be apathetic when it comes to such a great 
salvation.  
———George Guthrie wrote, “Thus, those who care so 
little about the word of salvation that they neglect it will 
find no escape from the punishment they deserve.”  
————This is a cry for the world to take serious the 
message of Christ Jesus.  It is a cry for those Jewish 
people who are unsure about Christ and the gospel to 
accept the message of salvation; the gospel.  This is 
also a cry for believers to take serious your confession 
of faith, your relationship with Christ, and your role in the 
relationship. 

Hebrews 2:2–4 (NAS): 2 For if the word spoken 
through angels proved unalterable, and every 
transgression and disobedience received a just 
penalty,
 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a 
salvation? After it was at the first spoken through 
the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,
 4 God also testifying with them, both by signs and 
wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the 
Holy Spirit according to His own will.

Christians need to embrace and work on their 
relationship with God: READ: Ephesians 1:13–14 
(NAS): 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the 
message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with 
the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a 
pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the 
redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise 
of His glory.
—READ: Romans 1:16–17 (NAS): 16 For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness 
of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, 
“But the righteous man shall live by faith.”
—READ: Titus 2:11–14 (NAS): 11 For the grace of 
God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men,
 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in 
the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 
Himself a people for His own possession, zealous 
for good deeds.
——Christians, the gospel is for sinners; so we need the 
gospel: READ: 1 Timothy 1:15 (NAS): 15 It is a 
trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.
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God then turns from a call to take in the word, believe 
with all our hearts, and put it into practice to evidences 
of the validity of the gospel.  
—The gospel had been prophesied about in the Old 
Testament, it had been proclaimed before Jesus arrived 
and while Jesus was walking this earth, and it has been 
fulfilled by Christ. 
——God sights witnesses to the gospel: it was 
confirmed by those that heard—prophets, eyewitnesses, 
and those that pass the gospel on from there. 
———The greatest witness to the gospel message is 
God Himself.  
————The gospel message, the salvation, was “first 
spoken through the Lord….God also testifying with 
them.  
—————God uses “signs and wonders and by various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit,” to show the 
validity of the gospel.  
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READ: Acts 2:22 (NAS): 22 “Men of Israel, listen to 
these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to 
you by God with miracles and wonders and signs 
which God performed through Him in your midst, 
just as you yourselves know.
—Pink wrote, “the Gospel was first preached by the Lord 
Himself, then it was confirmed by the apostles, and then 
again by God Himself in such works as could not be 
performed but by a Divine power.”  

What do we take away from this passage?  What is our 
practical application?  
—In a world that lives in pride and arrogance, we need 
to know that God is important.  Our salvation in His Son 
Jesus Christ should be our chief concern.  
——Pink wrote, “To ‘neglect’ the Gospel, is to remain 
inattentive and unbelieving.”
———We have such a great salvation that saves us 
from the wrath of God releasing us from the eternal 
consequences of our sin.  
————We are set free from sin, made pure, and given 
the opportunity to eternal enjoyment and life because of 
God. 
—————Do we live that great salvation out?  Or do 
we live like the world?  
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