
Rule and Rein in Authority
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So we are 5 sermons into our Hebrews study.  
—We have looked at the fact that God speaks to us and 
He does that through His son in these last days.  
——We have learned a lot about Jesus and His 
superiority over any and all creation because He is not 
only the Son of God but He is God as well.  
———We learned that Jesus holds the place of honor 
because who He is (His essential being) and what He 
has done (His official character).  
————Last week we learned about angels in order to 
understand how awesome and amazing Jesus really is.  
—————Jesus is greater and superior to even the 
angels who could take out all of Jerusalem with one 
whip of his hand.   
——————By the power of Jesus’ word He holds all 
things in place.  

Passage Begins 

Hebrews 1:8–9 (NAS): 8 But of the Son He says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His 
kingdom.
 9 “You have loved righteousness and hated 
lawlessness;
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
With the oil of gladness above Your companions.”

So God moves on from the comparison between angels 
and Jesus and just focuses on Jesus for a moment.  
—There is a focus on Jesus as the King in these 2 
verses.  
——George Guthrie points out that we will see the 
authority of Christ, we will see His eternal nature, and 
Jesus as God so very clear in these 2 verses.  
———We see yet another quote from the Old Testament 
here: READ: Psalm 45:6–7 (NAS): 6 Your throne, O 
God, is forever and ever; A scepter of uprightness is 
the scepter of Your kingdom.  7 You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; Therefore 
God, Your God, has anointed You With the oil of joy 
above Your fellows.  
————This part of the Psalm is about God and now 
we have God using this to speak of Jesus.  

Scripture:

1



So let’s break down the elements of what is being said 
about Jesus. 
—God says, “your throne, O God.”  God is confirming for 
us that Jesus sits on the throne that is forever.    
——This is God the Father who is testifying to the 
eternal authority of Christ. 
———God is affirming that Jesus is eternal and Jesus is  
on the throne forever and ever He has godly authority.  
————Author W. Pink wrote, “This supplies us with 
one of the most emphatic and unequivocal proofs of the 
Deity of Christ to be found in the Scriptures.  It is the 
Father Himself testifying to the Godhead of Him who 
was despised and rejected of men.”  
—————Albert Mohler wrote, “Angels may surround 
the throne of God, but the Son sits on the throne.”  

So, why is it important to us that Jesus sits on the 
throne?  
—We must remember what we have learned so far in 
Hebrews. 
——God speaks through Jesus, God created through 
Jesus, Jesus is the exact representation of God 
because He is God, He upholds all things, He made 
purification for our sins, angels worship Him, He is the 
most honored and having the highest place among all 
things, and He is more powerful than the angels.    
———Now, If that is not enough for us to understand 
why it is important that Jesus sits on the throne then we 
will look at some more reason why.  
————While looking at why it is important for Jesus to 
sit on the throne we will also see some reference to God 
sitting on the throne but we know that Jesus is God so 
this make sense.  
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First, This is the throne of power and authority.  
—READ: Job 1:6 (NAS): 6 Now there was a day 
when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.
——This may seem weird to us but what we see 
happening here is that when God called the angels they 
came running.  
———Even the angels who fell in rebellion of God when 
God commands Satan must do.  
————READ: Matthew 28:18 (NAS): 18 And Jesus 
came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority 
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
—————So, the Son of God, God, the Mediator 
between God and humanity, the peacemaker between 
God and humanity sits in all power and authority over all 
creation.  

Second, this is the throne of justice.  
—READ: Psalm 89:14 (NAS): 14 Righteousness and 
justice are the foundation of Your throne; 
Lovingkindness and truth go before You.
——Jesus will have justice for all those sins, those 
wrongs of this world.  
—Third, this is the throne of holiness.   
——READ: Psalm 47:8 (NAS): 8 God reigns over the 
nations, God sits on His holy throne.
———This means that there is no imperfection in His 
rule.  Holy means perfection.  Jesus’ rule and reign is 
marked by perfection. His servants are to pursue 
perfection.   
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Fourth, this is the throne of eternal life.  
—READ: Revelation 22:1 (NAS):  Then he showed 
me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, 
coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb,
——No other place can eternal life be found except 
through Jesus who sits on the throne.  
—Fifth, this is the throne of grace.  
——READ: Hebrews 4:16 (NAS): 16 Therefore let us 
draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need.
———Jesus sits on this throne and one day all creation 
will bow down to Him: READ: Philippians 2:9–11 
(NAS):  For this reason also, God highly exalted 
Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue 
will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.

Hebrews 1:8–9 (NAS): 8 But of the Son He says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His 
kingdom.
 9 “You have loved righteousness and hated 
lawlessness;
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
With the oil of gladness above Your companions.”

So, what about this scepter business?   What does that 
help us understand about Jesus?
—A scepter is a stick or staff like things that in of itself 
carries no special power.  
——It is the symbol of someone who is royal and has 
authority.  
———So, once again we are seeing that Jesus has 
godly royal authority.  
————We can understand the idea of a scepter better 
by looking at the book of Esther.  
—————READ: Esther 5:2 (NAS): 2 When the king 
saw Esther the queen standing in the court, she 
obtained favor in his sight; and the king extended to 
Esther the golden scepter which was in his hand. So 
Esther came near and touched the top of the 
scepter.
——————If the king did not extend the scepter to 
Esther then she would have been put to death.  
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But as we read in our passage here in Hebrews that 
Jesus’ scepter is not one of power only but also one of 
righteousness.  
—Not only does Jesus have godly royal power but He 
also does what is right with His power.  
——Thus, Jesus’ rule and reign is one of righteousness, 
evenness, straight, upright, not going this way or that,  
opposing lawlessness, opposing wickedness, and 
unevenness.  
———Isaiah prophesying about the Messiah wrote: 
READ: Isaiah 9:7 (NAS): 7 There will be no end to 
the increase of His government or of peace, On the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish 
it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness 
From then on and forevermore.

Hebrews 1:8–9 (NAS): 8 But of the Son He says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His 
kingdom.
 9 “You have loved righteousness and hated 
lawlessness;
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
With the oil of gladness above Your companions.”

Knowing that is the rule and reign of Jesus of course He 
loves righteousness and hates lawlessness.  
—This is God speaking about Jesus and telling us, the 
readers, of Jesus’ perfect morality (His official character) 
while He was on this earth.  
——We learn about Jesus’ Character in that He loves 
righteousness.  
———He loves that with is right.  Well, what is right? 
————We live in a world that lets anyone and 
everyone decide what they think is right. (Expand)  But 
what is really right?  
—————What is right is what the one who created 
decides is right.  (Expand) 
——————Righteousness is being and doing what is 
right in God’s sight.   
———————READ: Psalm 40:8 (NAS):  I delight to 
do Your will, O my God; Your Law is within my 
heart.”
———————READ:  John 5:19 (NAS): 19 Therefore 
Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of 
Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father 
doing; for whatever the Father does, these things 
the Son also does in like manner.
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In the pursuit of loving righteousness there is a side 
effect which is hatred of lawlessness or wickedness.  
—You cannot love righteousness and wickedness at the 
same time.  
——Author W. Pink wrote, “Where there is true love for 
God, there is also abhorrence of sin.”  
———READ: John 14:21 (NAS): 21 “He who has My 
commandments and keeps them is the one who 
loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My 
Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to 
him.”
————So what about us?  Do we love righteousness 
and hate what is evil? 
—————Do we tolerate righteousness because we 
know it’s right and embrace evil when we think no one 
know?  

Hebrews 1:8–9 (NAS): 8 But of the Son He says,
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
And the righteous scepter is the scepter of His 
kingdom.
 9 “You have loved righteousness and hated 
lawlessness;
Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
With the oil of gladness above Your companions.”

So of course God anointed Jesus.   
—What does it mean to be anointed?  That is when oil is 
poured on someone right?  
——There is meaning behind the oil being poured. 
———It means that person who is being anointed is 
being assigned/appointed a task/position.  
————God the Father appoints God the Son to the 
throne to rule and reign.  
—————He anoints Jesus with oil of joy, extreme 
delight, or rejoicing.  
——————READ: Matthew 3:16–17 (NAS): 16 After 
being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 
water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and 
lighting on Him,17 and behold, a voice out of the 
heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well-pleased.”
——————READ: Matthew 17:5 (NAS): 5 While he 
was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, 
“This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-
pleased; listen to Him!”
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Jesus exalted, brings more joy, and delight to God than 
anyone or anything. 
—Jesus deserves to be exalted, anointed, seated on the 
throne, and at the right hand of God the Father more 
than any other.  
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