
Superior Son
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Okay so we are 2 weeks into our Hebrews sermon 
series.  
—What have we covered so far?  
——We covered in the first week that God speaks to 
humanity and He has always spoken to us.  
———The way He speaks to us in these last days is 
through His Son.  
——Last week we learned 7 awesome facts about 
Jesus.
———We learned that Jesus was appointed heir of all 
things, through Him all things were made, He is the 
radiance of God’s glory, He is the exact representation 
of God’s nature, Jesus upholds all things by the word of 
His power, He made purification of sin, and He sits at 
the right hand of the Father.   
————We don’t know who authored Hebrews but 
whoever it was got into the good stuff right away.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Over the next couple week we will dive into the 
comparison between angels and Jesus.  
—We will see a bunch of very important biblical 
foundations.  
——To accompany these New Testament truths we will 
have Old Testament scripture backing them.  
———When Hebrews was written the religious leaders 
of the day would build support for their theological ideas 
by putting together several Old Testament scripture.  
————As they did, their position was given support 
and the hope was to give so much support to their idea 
that the listener could only agree with them.     
—————The author of Hebrews takes this method 
though the rest of this first chapter.   

Passage Begins 
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So before we get into this comparison and these Old 
Testament scripture that are quoted we have to ask the 
question: why did the author and God choose the angels 
as their focal point?  
—Of course we will answer this question over and over 
again as we learn more throughout the next couple of 
weeks but there is an over arching reason.  
——Some biblical scholars believe that the church was 
having difficulties understanding Jesus’ position.   
———Remember the church had not had hundreds of 
years and unlimited number of Bible at their figure tips.  
————So as they were trying to sort out all these 
things, it took time.  
—————Some New Testament churches were trying 
to figure out if Jesus was superior to the angels or 
subordinate.  

In the church at Colosse this was a issue. 
—But this idea that the angels were superior to Jesus 
was a gnostic view as well.  
——Gnostics were a group of people who seemed like 
they were part of the church but they were not true 
believers and they believe incorrect ideas along with 
biblical ideas.  
———The gnostics pulled a lot of people from the 
church into a false belief and a false religion.  
————Of course we know that  or we will know as we 
work through our passage that Jesus is superior to the 
angels.  
—————So we are back to our question: why choose 
the angels inferiority to Jesus to prove the authority of 
Jesus?
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It is a good argument by the author, that is why he uses 
the angels.   
—As the readers of this letter would have had a high 
view of angels telling them that Jesus is superior to them 
would prove the point the author has made so far in the 
letter.  
——The author had been telling the readers and us that 
Jesus is unlike anyone or anything we have ever seen 
or heard of before.  
———Jesus was a part of creation, He is in control of all 
things, He owns all things, He made away for humanity 
to be saved, He is God, and He is God’s Son.  
————The author is like: well if that doesn’t help you 
out even, Jesus is greater than the angels.  
—————We do this as well, we take something great 
and compare things to great things.  
——————We say things like: “I feel like a million 
bucks, He is stronger than an ox, He’s as fast as a 
cheetah, etc.
———————George Guthrie wrote, “The audience’s 
respect for the role of angels provided a reference point 
from which to speak of the much higher position (and, 
therefore, authority) of the Son of God….The preacher 
(writer of Hebrews) wishes to impress on his listeners 
the Son’s supreme, unequivocal authority.” 
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Hebrews 1:4–11 (NAS): 4 having become as much 
better than the angels, as He has inherited a more 
excellent name than they.
 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say,
“You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You”?
And again,
“I will be a Father to Him
And He shall be a Son to Me”?

Hebrews 1:3 tells us that (Jesus) “sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high.”  
—Jesus left His place on high and humbled Himself; 
Jesus made purification of sin and God exalted Him.  
——READ: Philippians 2:8–11 (NAS): 8 Being found 
in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 
on a cross.  9 For this reason also, God highly 
exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which 
is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 
that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
———Verse 4 and following help us to see the 
greatness of this position that Jesus holds.   
————Becoming much better or being superior to the 
angels helps us to see the status of Christ.  
—————Jesus is distinguished and different from the 
angels; as powerful and awesome as angels are; Jesus 
is far superior to them.  
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Jesus’ name is more excellent than that of the angels.  
—The idea behind a name carried a bit more weight 
then it does in our day and age. 
——Name mean status, title, rank, or reputation.  
———There was a lot of importance on a name in 
biblical time.  
————Jesus name is above every other name: 
READ: Phil. 2:9-10, 9 For this reason also, God 
highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 
which is above every name, 10 so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 
that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
—————And we see that Jesus’ name is far about all 
others: READ: Ephesians 1:18–21 (NAS): 18 I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 
that you will know what is the hope of His calling, 
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in 
the saints,19 and what is the surpassing greatness 
of His power toward us who believe. These are in 
accordance with the working of the strength of His 
might  20 which He brought about in Christ, when 
He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all 
rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in the one to come.
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Hebrews 1:4–5 (NAS): 4 having become as much 
better than the angels, as He has inherited a more 
excellent name than they.
 5 For to which of the angels did He ever say,
“You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You”?
And again,
“I will be a Father to Him
And He shall be a Son to Me”?

As God speaks in this book it became plain to see that 
His message to the church is: look at Jesus my Son.  
—So what is part of the more excellent name of Jesus?  
——it is Son of God.  For as Hebrews 1:5 tells us, “what 
angel has God called His Son?”  
———No angel has the name God’s only begotten Son 
and that name has been Jesus’ even before He went to 
the cross.  
————READ: Psalm 2:7 (NAS): 7 “I will surely tell 
of the decree of the Lord: He said to Me, ‘You are My 
Son, Today I have begotten You.
————This is an announcement of a covenant with 
David and his house but it points to Christ right in the 
middle of it: READ: 2 Samuel 7:13–14 (NAS): 13 “He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 “I will be a 
father to him and he will be a son to Me; when he 
commits iniquity, I will correct him with the rod of 
men and the strokes of the sons of men,
—————See Jesus did not commit iniquity but He 
took the iniquity of the world on Himself to offer up 
salvation for humanity.  
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Jesus is the Son of God and the author makes this as 
clear as he can here in this passage.   
—Jesus claims this title and throughout His ministry. 
——READ: John 5:18–19 (NAS):  18 For this reason 
therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill 
Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, 
but also was calling God His own Father, making 
Himself equal with God.  19 Therefore Jesus 
answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it 
is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever 
the Father does, these things the Son also does in 
like manner.
——READ: Mark 14:61–62 (NAS): 61 But He kept 
silent and did not answer. Again the high priest was 
questioning Him, and saying to Him, “Are You the 
Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?”  62 And Jesus 
said, “I am; and you shall see the Son of Man sitting 
at the right hand of Power, and coming with the 
clouds of heaven.”

God refers to Jesus as His Son during His earth ministry 
as well.  
—READ: Matthew 3:16–17 (NAS): 16 After being 
baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 
water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and 
lighting on Him,
 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased.”
—READ: Matthew 17:5 (NAS): 5 While he was still 
speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and 
behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My 
beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to 
Him!”
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Yet others professed Jesus to be the Son of God as 
well.  
—READ: Matthew 16:15–17 (NAS): 15 He *said to 
them, “But who do you say that I am?”  16 Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.”  17 And Jesus said to him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did 
not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven.
—READ: Luke 4:41 (NAS): 41 Demons also were 
coming out of many, shouting, “You are the Son of 
God!” But rebuking them, He would not allow them 
to speak, because they knew Him to be the Christ.
—READ: John 11:25–27 (NAS): 25 Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes 
in Me will live even if he dies, 26 and everyone who 
lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you 
believe this?”  27 She *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; I 
have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of 
God, even He who comes into the world.”

So Jesus is the eternal God the Son, of the eternal God 
the Father. 
—There has never been a time that the Father and the 
Son have not been in relationship and been part of the 
Godhead/trinity. 
——There is a special relationship between God the 
Father and God the Son that has always existed.  
———READ: John 16:28 (NAS): 28 “I came forth 
from the Father and have come into the world; I am 
leaving the world again and going to the Father.”
————This is why Jesus could do what He did, this is 
why Jesus could pay the price we could not pay, this is 
why Jesus is the once for all sacrifice, the last high 
priest, the King forever, and so much more.  
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We are not children from the beginning of our 
relationship with God. 
—We are enemies and we are at war with God.  
——But through Jesus Christ the Eternal Son of God we 
can be children of God.  
———We can enter into adoption as sons and 
daughters of the Eternal God.  
————This is a special relationship that we can have 
with Him.
—————One filled with love, hope, and peace.  It is 
one that requires us to abandon our old lives and 
embrace childhood in His family.  
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