
Filth to Family
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about woman’s response to Satan.  
—We saw how her response was just a little off but that 
little bit caused the whole thing to go wrong.  
—We looked at her miss steps and we talked about how 
to avoid those miss steps.  
—We looked at the fact that our miss steps can lead us 
away from God and into a place of sin.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we will talk about how Satan’s pursuit is an 
attempt to get us to question what is true.  
—We will look at the half truths of Satan and how he will 
promise a lot but really give us little.  
—We will see how when sin enter the world death enter 
the world as well.  
—We will look at what it means for man and woman to 
have their eyes opened.  
—Also, what it mean for them to know what good and 
evil is.  
—Lastly, we will look at the promises of Satan and the 
promise of God and compare some of them.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 3:4–5 (NAS):  4 The serpent said to the 
woman, “You surely will not die!
 5 “For God knows that in the day you eat from it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.”

The snake reject the word of God.  There is no more 
being sly and trying to get the human couple to fall into 
his trap.  
—It is interesting that the snake says, “You surely will 
not die!”  What God said to the first humans is: READ: 
Genesis 2:17 (NAS):  17 but from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat from it you will surely die.”
——Satan offer the exact opposite from God but in the 
exact language that God used.  
———There is just one little word that is different in 
Satans statement from Gods.  
————When God’s enemies attack us they are not 
going to announce their presence and their motives to 
us.  
—————They will approach us much like the snake 
does here.  They will attempt to get you to question what 
is true.  

The serpent continued to dive into the deception and 
any doubt in her mind was crushed by the snakes bold 
statement.   
—But the question has to be asked, is the snake wrong 
in his assessment of what is going on?  
——Man and woman do not die right when they eat the 
fruit of the tree.  
———We are told Adam lived to 930 years old.  
————The serpent was saying half-truths.  The things 
that the snake promised came true but in very different 
ways from what the man and woman expected.  
—————So what are the half truths that the snake 
promised that did not work out the way they would have 
thought they would?   
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  His first half truth is: “You surely will not die.”
—Death entered the world the day that they ate from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  
——They did not die in the moment they ate from the 
fruit but they did die.  
———READ: Genesis 5:5 (NAS):  5 So all the days 
that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years, and 
he died.
————They could have lived in paradise for all 
eternity with God, having God walk with them, helping 
them parent their children, having purpose in their lives 
for God, and enjoy the closest relationship with God 
forever.  
—————But they ate the fruit and death entered the 
world.  
——————READ: Romans 5:12 (NAS):  
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into 
the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to 
all men, because all sinned—

Through that one act of disobedience of woman and 
man sin enter the world and death with sin.   
—READ: Romans 5:18–19 (NAS):  18 So then as 
through one transgression there resulted condemnation 
to all men, even so through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life to all men.
 19 For as through the one man’s disobedience the 
many were made sinners, even so through the 
obedience of the One the many will be made righteous.
——It was because of this one decision that death 
entered the world and Adam and Eve’s legacy is death.  
———So, no they did not die in that moment but the 
process of death began in that moment and will continue 
until the day when God make a new heaven and a new 
earth.  
————Death was not part of the plan but when we 
sinned we broke what God created as perfect; and 
imperfect brought death.  
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Death also came in another way.  
—When a person in Israel was ceremonially unclean, 
this person was cast out of the camp or city walls.   
——They were counted as being dead.  
———READ: Leviticus 13:45–46 (NAS):  45 “As for 
the leper who has the infection, his clothes shall be torn, 
and the hair of his head shall be uncovered, and he shall 
cover his mustache and cry, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’
 46 “He shall remain unclean all the days during which 
he has the infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; 
his dwelling shall be outside the camp.
————Mathew wrote, “Expulsion from the garden, 
which represented the presence fo God as did the 
tabernacle in the camp, meant a symbolic ‘death’ for the 
excommunicated.”   
—————READ: Genesis 3:23 (NAS): 23 therefore 
the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to 
cultivate the ground from which he was taken.
——————Man and woman may not have physically 
died in the moment that they ate from the fruit of the tree 
but they will die physically, they separated themselves 
from the constant presence of God, breaking the 
relationship with God, and introducing spiritual death for 
all humanity.  

His second half truth is: your eyes will be opened.  
—What happens when their eyes are opened?  
——READ: Genesis 3:7 (NAS):  7 Then the eyes of 
both of them were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loin coverings.
———Their shame was revealed.  READ: Genesis 
2:25 (NAS):  25 And the man and his wife were both 
naked and were not ashamed.
————So their eyes were opened but not in the good 
way.  Their innocence was gone.  
—————They were ashamed in front of their perfect 
partner and in front of their creator.  
——————They became fearful and separated 
themselves from God but from each other as well.  

Scripture:

4



The third half truth is: “you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.”  
—This is my thought about this half truth; God walked 
with them, He created paradise for them, He provided 
for them, gave them work to do that was fulfilling and 
enjoyable for them, He had relationship with them in 
ways we will only know in the next life, and much more; 
they new good.  So what else is their for them go gain?  
——Knowing evil means: knowing trouble, the opposite 
of good, calamity, injury, misery.  Knowing good means: 
pertaining to the moral opposite of evil, pertaining to 
having good values, beneficial, and pleasant.  They 
have all the good with none of the evil.     
———Mathews wrote, “When set in the larger context of 
the story, the serpent’s words are shown to be both true 
and false….The serpent spoke only about what she 
would gain and avoided mentioning what she would lose 
in the process.”  

This is what Satan, sin, the world, and our sinful nature 
does to us today as well.  
—We are provided with half truths constantly in this 
world.  
——“You need this, it will make you whole,” “you want 
this in you life it will make you feel good,” “this will solve 
all your problems,” “once you have this everything will 
be better,”. 
———But all of these things prove temporary reliefs 
with nasty side effects.  
————When we fall to sin we feel shame, separation 
from God and others, strain on our relationship with 
God, strain on our relationship with others, and if we are 
honest without selves dissatisfaction with what we God.   
—————The world is promised by Satan, sin, the 
world, and our sinful nature but they really only give us 
the trash dumps and the sewers.   
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God makes us promises too.  
—He will be with us: READ: Isaiah 41:10 (NASB): 
10 ‘Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look 
about you, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, 
surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My 
righteous right hand.’
—He goes before us: READ: Deuteronomy 31:8 
(NAS):  8 “The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; 
He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. 
Do not fear or be dismayed.”
—He shows us which way we should live: READ: 
Psalm 32:8 (NAS):  8 I will instruct you and teach you in 
the way which you should go; I will counsel you with My 
eye upon you.
—He promised us difficulties but rest for our soul in Him:  
READ: Matthew 11:28–30 (NAS):  28 “Come to Me, 
all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you 
rest. 29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for 
I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. 30 “For My yoke is easy and My burden 
is light.”
—He sent His Son to save us from our sin: READ: 1 
Peter 2:24 (NAS):  24 and He Himself bore our sins in 
His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were 
healed.
—He works for the good(pertaining to the moral 
opposite of evil, pertaining to have good value, 
beneficial, and pleasant) for those that are His: READ: 
Romans 8:28 (NAS):  28 And we know that God causes 
all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose. 
——God has promised all of this and much more.  God 
takes us from the trash dump and the sewer, cleans us 
up, and places us in the kingdom; not as servants but as 
His children: READ: John 1:12 (NAS):  12 But as many 
as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,
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So, what do we take away from this message?  How do 
we apply it to our lives?  
—Satan, our sinful nature, and the world will separate 
you from God and will attempt to get you to do opposite 
of what God wants us to do.  So, are you doing what 
God has called you to?  
—Satan will speak in half truths and will attempt to get 
you to believe his half truths.  These half truths don’t 
lead us to a better place but to the trash dump.  
—God is all good and so we need to know that if 
something is not from God it is not good.  
—Satan, sin, and the worlds promise greatness but give 
garbage.  God’s promises brings us from filth to family.  
—Kenneth Mathews captures well what the serpents 
was really saying about God when he wrote, “God is not 
good and gracious; he is selfish and deceptive, 
preventing the man and woman from achieving the 
same position as ‘Elohim.” 
—But in all actually this is what Satan attempted to do 
and was trying to get humanity to suffer along with him.  
——We should word the above like this: “Satan, sin, and 
our sinful nature are not good and gracious; they are 
selfish and deceptive, preventing man and woman from 
achieving their rightful position as God’s children.” 

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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