
Serpent’s Curse
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last well we talked about the blame game.  
—We saw that man blamed God and his wife for his sin.  
——Woman blamed the snake for her sin.
———We learned that we cannot blame our sins on 
anyone but ourselves.  
————God put humanity in paradise and they wanted 
more but God has given us so many freedoms and yet 
we want more.  
—————We try to push the boundaries of the freedom 
into the exclusion and end up being mad at God that He 
doesn’t give us everything we want.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to talk about the serpents curse.  
—We will look at how Satan is the great serpent and the 
curse applies to him as well as snakes.  
—We will see the meanings behind what God 
pronounced on the serpent and why these things are 
bad.  
—We will also see how the serpents head will be 
crushed and that will bring canceled debts for those that 
make Christ their Lord, Savior, the one they are 
dependent on, the ruler of their life, and their sacrifice.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 3:14–15 (NAS):  14 The Lord God said to the 
serpent,
“Because you have done this,
Cursed are you more than all cattle,
And more than every beast of the field;
On your belly you will go,
And dust you will eat
All the days of your life;
 15 And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman,
And between your seed and her seed;
He shall bruise you on the head,
And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

I want you to notice that God asked man and woman 
what they had done.  
—But God does not ask the snake what He has done.  
The serpent is not give a change to reply.  Kenneth 
Mathews wrote, “God does not inquire further into the 
calamity by questioning the serpent; the tempter has 
nothing to learn from the Lord.  He only has words of 
condemnation fro the serpent.”   
——The passage tells us that the Lord God, so Yahweh 
Elohim, the personal God and the God that created all 
things spoke to the serpent.  
———God cursed the snake.  This is probably the worst 
place that anything can be….cursed by God almighty.  
————What does this word curse mean in Biblical 
terms?  
—————Gordon Wenham wrote this, “In the Bible, to 
curse mean to invoke God’s judgment on someone, 
usually for some particular offense.”  
—————Mathews wrote this, “Only God can actually 
impose this decree, and thus it supposes, even if 
spoken by a man, that the power carrying out the curse 
comes only from deity.”  
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So, what is the curse that God will invoke on the snake?  
—Well, it is not just all kinds of misfortunes that happen 
to the snake.  (Expand the idea that worldly “curse” don’t 
work).  
——The serpents curse that will be carried out by God 
and God pronounced the curse so it WILL come to pass.  
———So there are 3 thing that are the serpents 
punishment: 
————But before we get to the 3 things we need to 
remember that the serpent was Satan and so the curse 
is on Satan and the earthly serpents as well.  
—————1. The serpent will crawl on its belly.
——————Does this mean that snakes had legs 
before this?  I don’t know, but what I do know is that in 
the Mosiac covenant, animals that crawled on the 
ground were unclean (unable to be in the presence of 
God and the camp): READ: Leviticus 11:42 (NAS):  42 
‘Whatever crawls on its belly, and whatever walks on 
all fours, whatever has many feet, in respect to 
every swarming thing that swarms on the earth, you 
shall not eat them, for they are detestable.
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———————We must remember that in God cursing 
both the snake and Satan we see that the snake serve 
as a reminder for us of the fall.  
————————The snake would be an unclean 
animal in the camp of Israel and would be hated 
because of what it represents, the fall of humanity.  
—————————But Satan fell to the earth and was 
cast out of the presence of God in His eternal dwelling 
place.  
———————————READ: Isaiah 14:12 (NAS):  
12 “How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the 
morning, son of the dawn!  You have been cut down 
to the earth, You who have weakened the nations!
———————————READ: 2 Corinthians 4:3–4 
(NAS): 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled 
to those who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God.
———————————READ: Ephesians 2:1–2 
(NAS):  1 And you were dead in your trespasses and 
sins,
 2 in which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in 
the sons of disobedience.
———————————READ: Colossians 1:13 
(NAS):  13 For He rescued us from the domain of 
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son,
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 2. The serpent will eat of dust all of its life.
—Mathews wrote this, “Eating dust reflects Eve’s 
temptation to ‘eat’ of the tree and the couple’s 
subsequent fall by eating.”  
——We also see that “eating of the dust” is a way of 
showing humiliation and especially to an enemy.  
———READ: Micah 7:17 (NAS):  17 They will lick the 
dust like a serpent, Like reptiles of the earth. They 
will come trembling out of their fortresses; To the 
Lord our God they will come in dread And they will 
be afraid before You.
————The snakes new found method of moving 
around will put them in the place where they are in the 
dust constantly.  
—————Mike Kruger wrote this about the snake, 
“Every-time man would see a serpent her would be 
reminded that it was the instrument by which he fell into 
sin.  Man was to have dominion and rule over the 
animals kingdom and yet it was through an animal that 
he was led astray!”  
——————Let not forget that Satan the great serpent 
now has to live among the “dust (people)” he deceived.  
He was defeated by God and His angels and has to live 
the remainder of his days in humiliation among the very 
dust he deceived.    
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3. The serpents will be destroyed by a Child of the 
woman.  
—Yes there is enmity between snakes and humanity 
and humanity has ended quite a few snakes lives.
——Sense that moment that God spoke these word 
there has been repeated attack by both side of the 
snake and human race battle.  
———But when we look at this verse in light of how 
does it apply to Satan and his role in this curse we see 
that from the first sin until the last sin; God has proved 
salvation to all who would believe.  
————Kruger wrote, “This is a foreshadowing of what 
will really happen to Satan someday.  The seed (Jesus 
Christ) of the woman will crush the head of Satan and 
His heel will be struck (the crucifixion) in the process.”  
—————This passage is the first messianic prophecy 
in the Old Testament.  

So see that even before God had issue the 
consequence for humanities sin He was already point 
them to a Messiah that they could have hope in and look 
to salvation in.   
—READ: Romans 5:8 (NAS):  8 But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
——While were were still sinner and enemies of God He 
made a way for us to be saved.  
———When humanity sinned for the first time God had 
a plan in purpose to redeem humanity.  
————What love that God would have the redemption 
plan right after the first sin?  
—————The Messiah would be prophesied about 
throughout the Old Testament and as Galatians tell us: 
READ: Galatians 4:4–5 (NAS):  4 But when the 
fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He 
might redeem those who were under the Law, that 
we might receive the adoption as sons.
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And Jesus “rendered Satan powerless:” READ: 
Hebrews 2:14–15 (NAS):  14 Therefore, since the 
children share in flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise also partook of the same, that through 
death He might render powerless him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil,15 and might free 
those who through fear of death were subject to 
slavery all their lives.
—Jesus dealt the decisive blow to the great serpent 
Satan on the cross.  
——John Piper said, “This is one of the reasons why the 
eternal Son of God had to be once a man—because it 
was the offspring of the woman who would crush Satan.”  
———This is what Jesus did for those that would 
believe in Him: READ: Colossians 2:13–15 (NAS):  13 
When you were dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive 
together with Him, having forgiven us all our 
transgressions, 14 having canceled out the 
certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, 
which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of 
the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 When He 
had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a 
public display of them, having triumphed over them 
through Him.
————Piper again said, “When Christ died for our 
sins, Satan was disarmed and defeated.  The one 
eternally destructive weapon that he had was stripped 
from his hand, namely, his accusation before God that 
we are guilty and should perish with him.  When Christ 
died that accusation was nullified.  All those who entrust 
themselves to Christ will never parish.  Satan cannot 
separate them from the love of God in Christ.”   
—————READ: Romans 8:37–39 (NAS):  37 But in 
all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through 
Him who loved us.  38 For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 
thing, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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 And Jesus give us the power; it is not found in 
ourselves; but Jesus give us the power to stand against 
the forces of evil: READ: Romans 16:20 (NAS):  20 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.
——And in the end of times Satan will be thrown down: 
READ: Revelation 12:9 (NAS):  9 And the great 
dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is 
called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him.
———And Satan will be crushed totally and finally one 
day to endure his just punishment: READ: Revelation 
20:10 (NAS):  10 And the devil who deceived them 
was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are also; and 
they will be tormented day and night forever and 
ever.

So what do learn from this passage?  What is our 
practical application?  
—First, Satan is out there and he is crafty and he want 
to accuse you of your sin, and he wants you to parish 
with him.  
—Second, we are sinful and the accusation that Satan 
brings against us are somewhat founded and we 
deserve to parish with Him.  
—Third, Christ saves us from our sins, canceling out our 
sins, nullifying Satans accusations, and giving us eternal 
life in Him in paradise instead of perishing with Satan.  
——So give your live to Christ if you haven’t and live 
your life for Christ if you have give your life to Him.  
———Know believers in Christ that you don’t have the 
power to defeat Satan alone but that when you walk with 
Christ, He has already dealt the decisive blow to Satan.  
So cling to Christ and flee from the Devil.  
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