
What Did He Say?
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we wrapped up an impromptu to 2 week 
study on marriage.  
—We looked into man and woman’s connection that was 
built between them.   
—We saw how God created equality in the marriage 
with distinct gender roles.  
—We saw how marriage involves a leaving, a uniting, 
and a public declaration.  
—Then we looked at how the church is the bridge of 
Christ and that if we are believers in Christ we should 
live accordingly.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Over the next couple of week we will take an in-depth 
study into the original sin and the circumstance 
surrounding it.  
—We will see that temptation is always there and will 
pop up at any moment.  
—Here we will learn the devices of the Devil.  
—We will learn that humanity is powerless to walk in the 
path of righteousness without God.  
—We will see our absolute need to submit to God in 
order to make it in this life.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 3:1–5 (NAS):  1 Now the serpent was more 
crafty than any beast of the field which the Lord God 
had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has 
God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the 
garden’?”

This serpent seems to appear out of nowhere.  He 
appears suddenly in the narrative.  
—This is how temptation appears in our lives today isn’t 
it?  
——All is well, then temptation pops up seemingly from 
nowhere.  
———It seem that Satan is always waiting to temp us in 
good time and in bad times.  
————As we will see, if Satan’s temptation gets us, he 
puts a rift between us and God.  
—————Things don’t go our way and we start to 
blame other people, we start to blame our circumstance, 
and finally we start to blame God.  Then we get mad at 
God.  We stop reading the word, we stop praying 
anything but angry prayers, we stop, meeting with other 
believers, and we let Satan win.  When we get to this 
point we have fallen for the temptation of Satan and 
sinned against God.  
——————READ: James 1:13-14 (NAS):  13 Let no 
one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by 
God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He 
Himself does not tempt anyone.  14 But each one is 
tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own 
lust.
——————READ: Matthew 26:41 (NAS):  41 “Keep 
watching and praying that you may not enter into 
temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
——————READ: 1 Peter 5:8 (NAS):  8 Be of sober 
spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
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Now this snake was more crafty than any other living 
thing that God had made.  
—What does it mean to be crafty?  
——It means to be shrewd, clever, discerning 
awareness and hardheaded in making judgment and 
decisions, being tricky and cunning with a focus on 
treachery.  
———Knowing this should alert us that words of the 
beast should be weighed carefully.  
————The snake is described as crafty or shrewd but 
soon that is what humanity will seek but will find 
themselves nude.  
—————READ: Genesis 3:6–7 (NAS):  6 When the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and 
ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he 
ate.  7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.

Before we move on we need to see how the writer 
referred to God here in verse 1 and see how the snake 
and women referred to God throughout the dialog.  
—Here the author uses God’s personal name; Yahweh 
followed by His less personal name, a more general 
name for God; Elohim.  
——When the snake asks his question, he does not 
respond with the personal name but just the general 
name for God; Elohim.  
———We see the snake is attempting to make God not 
personal but the creator that does have that personal 
connection with His creation.  
————In verse 2 the woman response not with the 
personal name of God but the impersonal name for God.  
—————This is what Satan is attempting to do with 
you and me everyday.  This is how Satan and our sinful 
nature has moved this world we live in to be.   
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Satan and sin want us to be less and less personal with 
God.  They want us to generalize Him as a powerful 
force, as a god, as one of many ways, and more.   
—If our personal relationship with God is jeopardized 
then we find ourselves focusing on living by rules and 
questions the rules of the impersonal god.   
——But God is personal.  READ: Isaiah 41:10 (NAS):  
10 ‘Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look 
about you, for I am your God.
——READ: Isaiah 41:13 (NAS):  13 “For I am the Lord 
(Yahweh) your God (Elohim), who upholds your right 
hand, Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you.’
——READ: Psalm 32:8 (NAS):  8 I will instruct you and 
teach you in the way which you should go; I will counsel 
you with My eye upon you.
——READ: 1 Peter 5:6–7 (NAS):  6 Therefore humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may 
exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on 
Him, because He cares for you.
——READ: John 1:12 (NAS):  12 But as many as 
received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who believe in His name,

Then we see the serpent asks woman a question.  But 
why did he has her this question?  
—It seemed to be a innocent question.  He was just 
trying to clear up what God said right?  
——It is important to know about the snake before we 
can understand why he asked this question to woman.  
———Kenneth Mathews wrote, “And the traditional 
opinion among Jewish and Christian interpreters is that 
the serpent is Satan’s instrument.  Luther explained: 
‘The devil was permitted to enter beast, as he here 
entered the serpent.  For there is no doubt that it was a 
real serpent in which Satan was and in which he 
conversed with Eve.”  
————Whether the serpent was Satan himself or a 
snake that he entered this is the work of Satan and his 
tempting of woman. 
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I believe that this is Satan and this is why woman was 
not surprised at a talking serpent because the dragon, 
serpent, Satan was a normal presence for women.  
—READ: Revelation 12:9 (NAS):  9 And the great 
dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is 
called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels 
were thrown down with him.
——Also, after the fall of humanity we are told that one 
day offspring of the woman will bruise the serpents 
head.  
———READ: Genesis 3:15 (NAS):  15 And I will put 
enmity Between you and the woman, And between your 
seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, 
And you shall bruise him on the heel.”
————The serpent here is treated as a personal being 
and Jesus calls Satan a murderer and a liar from the 
beginning: READ: John 8:44 (NAS):  44 “You are of 
your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of 
your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in 
him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
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Not to mention Paul uses the same language of God 
crushing Satan under His feet: READ: Romans 16:20 
(NAS):  20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan 
under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with 
you.
—Genesis 3:15 is normal translated as the first 
prophecy of the savior coming to defeat the enemy of 
God.  
——Looking at this and see that the snake was Satan 
we can see how in danger the woman is as this 
murderous liar questions her.   
———Mathews wrote, “By the presence of the snake 
the Scripture shows that the malevolent ma-lev-l-ent 
(having or shouting a wish to do evil to others) Satan 
was in the garden.”  
————So the answer to why did the snake ask her 
this question is: to cause doubt in her mind of what God 
really said.  
—————He is crafty so he doesn’t not outright say 
what he wants her to believe but he brings question into 
her mind of what almighty God said.  

Why did the serpent grossly distort the word of God? 
—His goal was to deceive.  He uses the general name 
of God and exaggerates the one command that 
humanity had; distances God as just the remote creator.   
——This is what Satan tries to do today as well.  
———Satan’s goal is to distance us from our personal 
Lord and savior God the Father.  
————This is what Satan attempted to do to Jesus 
when He was in the wilderness.  
—————READ: Matthew 4:3–4 (NAS):  3 And the 
tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of 
God, command that these stones become bread.”
 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall 
not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of God.’ ”
——————Satan wants Jesus to focus on filling His 
belly more that what God has commanded Him to do.  
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READ: Matthew 4:5–7 (NAS):  5 Then the devil *took 
Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle 
of the temple, 6 and *said to Him, “If You are the Son of 
God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will 
command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their 
hands they will bear You up, So that You will not strike 
Your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “On the 
other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’ ”
—Once again here we see that Satan attempted to 
distort God’s word to Get Jesus to walk into sin.  
——READ: Matthew 4:8–9 (NAS):  8 Again, the 
devil *took Him to a very high mountain and *showed 
Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory;
 9 and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if 
You fall down and worship me.”
———If that is not an attempt to get Jesus to distance 
Himself from God the Father I don’t know what is.  
————Satan will attempt to distract you from God any 
way that he can possibly use.  
—————He will use your hurting like Jesus hunger, he 
will use attempt to use your pride who you are or who 
you think you are, and he will use the things of this world 
like all the kingdoms of the world to pull you away from 
God.  
——————The question is: are you letting him?  
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READ:  James 4:7 (NAS):  7 Submit therefore to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
—How do we resist the devil schemes?  
——Submit yourself to God.  Denny yourself, take up 
your cross—did you know that a person carrying a cross 
in biblical times had no hope in the remainder of their 
life.  Their life was done by the time they were carrying 
their cross.  There life as they knew it was over; the only 
thing they had to focus on was what was coming in the 
next life.  
———Denying ourselves and taking up our cross is 
knowing that our old life is over; that hopeless, aimless, 
pointless life is over; we are denying it and have moved 
on to the next life which is in Christ and for Christ.  
————If we submit to God the devil will flee from us.  
—————If we submit to the world the devil will 
consume us.  If we submit to God kind of and something 
else too; the devil will consume us.  
——————READ: Ephesians 6:11 (NAS):  11 Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand 
firm against the schemes of the devil.
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So what do we take away from today?  What is our 
practical applications?  
—Our sinful nature, our desire to do that which is 
contrary God, and Satan will throw temptation in our 
face seemingly from nowhere; are you ready for it?  Are 
you connected to Christ to dodge the arrows of the 
enemy?  
——Don’t try to be like the snake; don’t try to be crafty; 
but be transparent. Transparent people have nothing to 
hide.  
———Continue to develop your personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  He wants to be personal with you and 
if you don’t have a personal relationship with Jesus I 
plead with you to talk to someone who is a good true 
Christian about starting a relationship with Jesus.  
————Satan and sin want us to be distanced from 
God.  So draw close to God.  Submit to Him and Satan 
will flee.  
—————Give up your old life and dive head first into 
your new life in Christ and for Christ because it is full 
and purposeful life.  
——————READ: John 17:3 (NAS):  3 “This is 
eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  READ: John 
10:10 (NAS): I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.
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