
Two Trees
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about the creation of man and got a 
fuller description into the creation of man.  
—We also understood that we have a connection to this 
world that we are created on.  
—We saw how God breathed the breath of life into us 
which was different from the animals as they breath the 
breath of life but it was not breathed into them.  
—We also saw how God has provide for us from the 
beginning.  
—We looked at the location of the garden of Eden and 
found that we don’t know where the garden really was 
and we will not know in this life.  
—Lastly, we talked about how to get back to paradise 
with God walking among us once again.  

INTRODUCTION: 

We talked about a lot of good stuff last week but there 
was something I just brushed over and said nothing 
about.  
—Do you know what it was?  It was 2 trees—the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life.  
—So today we will look into the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil and the tree of life.   
——We we will look at what the knowledge of good and 
evil really means.    
———We will see why God put the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil in the garden.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 2:8–9 (NAS):  8 The Lord God planted a 
garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He 
placed the man whom He had formed.
 9 Out of the ground the Lord God caused to grow 
every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for 
food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
Genesis 2:15–17 (NAS):  15 Then the Lord God took 
the man and put him into the garden of Eden to 
cultivate it and keep it.
 16 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, 
“From any tree of the garden you may eat freely;
 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from 
it you will surely die.”

  So, we have seen how God gave an abundance and 
provided for humanity in only ways that God could do. 
—Kenneth Mathews wrote, “Any charge that God is 
stingy is unfounded, but the servant successfully fooled 
his audience.  ‘The human couple will not be able to 
plead depravation as the excuse for eating the forbidden 
fruit.”  
——It says: “every trees that is pleasing to the sight and 
good for food.”  God gave in abundance and He still give 
in abundance.  
———Just to show you the abundance that God still 
gives:  in 2017 there were 689 million people living in 
extreme poverty, 1 in 12 people the world are constantly 
hungry (not by choice) in 2019, about 6,400 kids under 5 
die each day from hunger-relatives causes.  
————You and I live in abundance and that is not a 
bad thing but when we can’t see that we live in 
abundance and know that God is give to us all that we 
have; that is a problem.  
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God has give us abundantly by sending His Son to the 
be the savior of the world as well. 
—Christians we have to the abundance of Christ to the 
world.  
——READ: 1 Peter 2:9–10 (NAS):  9 But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
——READ: 2 Corinthians 5:20 (NAS):  20 Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God.
———We are to going to the world and sharing the 
gospel with the world because the world around us is 
spiritually dying and need spiritual food.  
————Did you know that 31.2 percent of the world’s 
population, according to Pew Research Center, are 
Christians.  
—————Just in case your bad at math that is 68.8 
percent of the world’s population are not believers in 
Christ.  

In Morro Bay, Los Osos, and Cayucos that percentage 
of believes moves down to about 5%.  
—So the ruff estimate of population of these 3 towns is 
29,706 so 1,486 people are Christians.  
——There is a massive need for the gospel in every 
town but there is a massive need for the gospel right 
here where we are.  
———Are you sharing the gospel with you friends, 
neighbors, co-workers, or anyone and everyone that will 
listen?  
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So God placed humanity in the garden of Eden and the 
tree of life was in the garden.  
—The trees were probably located in the middle of the 
garden and Mathews wrote this of Bonhoeffer 
observation, “Bonhoeffer righteous observed that 
symbolically the middle of Adam’s world was not himself 
by life, the very presence of God.”
——The tree of life reveal that it is the source of life in 
the garden.  
———The tree provides life because it is God that 
allows it to give fruit.  
————Having this tree present reveal the perfection of 
the garden.  
—————When someone ate from this tree it resulted 
in continued life.  Once again, only God can give this 
gift.  
——————READ: Revelation 2:7 (NAS):  7 ‘He who 
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of 
the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.’

Scripture:

4



So what about the tree of knowledge of good and evil?  
—First we must establish what does “the knowledge of 
good and evil” mean.  
——This tree gave knowledge that was only for God.  
———READ: Genesis 3:5 (NAS):  5 “For God knows 
that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
———READ: Genesis 3:22 (NAS):  22 Then the Lord 
God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us, 
knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his 
hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and 
live forever”—
————Even though they hoped to gain great 
knowledge, becoming just like God’s they did not gain 
that much knowledge: READ: Genesis 3:6 (NAS):  6 
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit 
and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and 
he ate.
—————They gained knowledge of their shame and 
their nakedness: READ: Genesis 3:7–8 (NAS):  7 Then 
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loin coverings.
 8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.

Scripture:

5



God also helps to humanity to understand what part of 
the knowledge of that the tree give humanity; that is how 
to die.  
—Humanity enjoy living with God for all eternity until the 
knowledge of good and evil was unleashed and thus we 
learned how to die and be separate from God.  
——But in typical human fashion the warning is ignored 
and the benefit is only seen.  
———Mathews wrote, “In some sense this acquisition 
meant human advancement, even sharing in the divine, 
but it was a progress that could hardly be called a 
reward; it insured only the deserts of the opposite of 
deity’s immortality.”  

Wisdom is not a bad thing to seek, but it has to be a 
godly wisdom.  
—READ: Proverbs 9:10 (NAS):  10 The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the 
Holy One is understanding.
——There is wisdom that is only for God.  
———READ: Job 40:6–9 (NAS):  6 Then the Lord 
answered Job out of the storm and said, 7 “Now gird up 
your loins like a man; I will ask you, and you instruct Me.  
8 “Will you really annul My judgment?  Will you condemn 
Me that you may be justified?  9 “Or do you have an arm 
like God, And can you thunder with a voice like His?
————John Calvin wrote this, “We now understand 
what is meant by abstaining from the tree of other 
knowledge of good and evil; namely, that Adam might 
no, in attempting one thing or another, rely upon his own 
prudence; but that cleaving to God alone, he might 
become wise only by his obedience.”  
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But why did God put the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil in the garden?  
—Why make it possible for humanity to not choose God 
all the time?  
——The answer is choice.  God put the tree there to 
give humanity a choice to obey or disobey.  
———This is part of love.  Having different option and 
yet choosing the one option.  
————If God did not give humanity choice then we 
would be God robots.  
—————Doing exactly what we were programmed to 
do.  
——————But God created humanity free.  Humanity 
was created to make decisions on their own; able to 
choose what is good or what is evil.  

So the questions have to be asked: are you choosing 
God or are you choosing to disobey God?  
—In this practical application part of the sermon this 
what it all boils down to.  
——How do we apply this sermon to our lives?  
———Well, the average person will make up to 35,000 
choices per day.  That makes 2,000 decision an hour or 
1 decision every 2 seconds (according to Psycology 
Today).  
————How many of those decision are made with 
God or for God?  How many of those decision are made 
for yourself by yourself?  
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