
Dust in Paradise
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about some potential concerns that 
people would have with the consistency of chapter 1and 
2 of Genesis.  
—We looked at how there is no contradiction there but 
different focuses in the narratives.  
—We looked at the fact that God want to have a 
personal relationship with us.  He wants a personal 
relationship with you and with me.  
—He created us so that we could be in relationship with 
Him and bring Him glory.  
—We also talked last week about being content in Christ 
and what Christ has give us.  
——Especially in America today we have so much and 
we need to thankful and in awe of what God has give us.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to talk about the creation of man 
and get a deeper description of our creation and worth.  
—We will talk about humanities close connection to the 
ground.  
—We will focus on the breath that God breathed in us.  
—We will see God’s care for us from the beginning.  
—We will also see detail about the garden of Eden and 
its location.  
—We will also see how we can get back to a paradise 
with God where He walks among us.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 2:7–15 (NAS):  7 Then the Lord God formed 
man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
being.

Now God tells us how He created man and it is as an 
artist sculpting a work of art.  
—We see the pronouncement of humanity in the image 
of God in Chapter 1 with very little content on how God 
made humanity.  
——The word “formed” is used here to describe what 
God does to make man out of dust but it is used 
elsewhere to describe His forming in the womb. 
——READ: Isaiah 44:24 (NAS): says the Lord, your 
Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb,
“I, the Lord, am the maker of all things, Stretching out 
the heavens by Myself And spreading out the earth all 
alone,
———This word “formed” is used of a potter creating 
which requires planning and skill.  
————God formed humanity, He gave us the breath of 
life, He created the perfect environment for us to live, 
and yet we question—challenge—and denny Him.  
—————READ: Isaiah 29:16 (NAS):  16 You turn 
things around!  Shall the potter be considered as equal 
with the clay, That what is made would say to its maker, 
“He did not make me”; Or what is formed say to him who 
formed it, “He has no understanding”?
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The reality, the truth of things are that God created 
everything and He formed all things according to Him 
plan.  
—READ: Isaiah 45:9 (NAS):  9 “Woe to the one who 
quarrels with his Maker—An earthenware vessel among 
the vessels of earth!  Will the clay say to the potter, 
‘What are you doing?’  Or the thing you are making say, 
‘He has no hands’?
—READ: Isaiah 45:18 (NAS):  18 For thus says the 
Lord, who created the heavens (He is the God who 
formed the earth and made it, He established it and did 
not create it a waste place, but formed it to be 
inhabited), “I am the Lord, and there is none else.
——Think about this for a moment: the God of the 
universe created you; He formed you; put detail into you, 
had purpose you to be who you are, and so the question 
comes are you seeing yourself as divinely made, with 
specific detail, and with purpose?  
———Then I had to ask, are you fulfilling your purpose 
that you were divinely created to do?  

Then the passage tells us that God “formed man of dust 
from the ground.”  
—This is that loose dirt that is on the ground.  
——This points out mans relationship to the land just as 
verse 5 pointed out: READ: Genesis 2:5 (NAS):  5 Now 
no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of 
the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not sent 
rain upon the earth, and there was no man to cultivate 
the ground.
———Gordon Wenham wrote, “He was created from it; 
his job is to cultivate it (2:5,15); and on death he returns 
to it (3:19).”  
————Dust shows us our fragile physical state which 
should help us understand and know our need for Him.  
—————Ps. 103 says it best: READ: Psalm 103:14 
(NAS):  14 For He Himself knows our frame; He is 
mindful that we are but dust.
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Man was created from the ground and thus make us 
perfect to do the job that God had set aside for us.  
—READ: Genesis 2:15 (NAS):  15 Then the Lord God 
took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to 
cultivate it and keep it.
—READ: Genesis 1:28 (NAS):  28 God blessed them; 
and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth.”
——But when sin enter the world that task that God 
created for humanity to do and enjoy became work and 
difficult.  
———READ: Genesis 3:17–19 (NAS):  17 Then to 
Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice 
of your wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I 
commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’;
Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat 
of it All the days of your life. 18 “Both thorns and thistles 
it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the 
field; 19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread, Till 
you return to the ground, Because from it you were 
taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.”

Then God “breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.”  
—Kenneth Mathews wrote, “The man receives his life 
force from the breath of the Creator himself, hovering 
over him.  ‘Breathed is warmly personal, with the face-
to-face intimacy of a kiss and the significance that this 
was giving as well as making; and self giving at that.”  
——Once again point to the personal relationship we 
share with the God of the universe.  
———God breathed into man and he became alive!!  
————Wenham wrote, “Man’s is more than a God-
shaped piece of earth.  He has within him the gift of life 
that was given by God himself.”  
—————Are we living as those that are alive because 
we have the gift of life in us that was given by God 
Himself?  
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The result of God breathing into man was that man 
became a living creature or being.  
—Wenham wrote, “By blowing on the inanimate body 
made from the earth, God made man come alive.  It is 
not man’s possession of ‘the breath of life’ or his status 
as a ‘living creature’ that differentiates him from the 
animals....the uniqueness of man by stating that man 
alone is made in God’s image and by giving man 
authority over the animals.”  
——This is why humanity can easily become animals.  
———If we deny our maker and the one that we bear 
the image of we can rely on our instinct which is to sin 
and be animalistic. 
————But God has created humanity for greater 
purpose than to be one of the animals but to be the 
authority over the animals, bear God image on the earth, 
and be in relationship with God.   

8 The Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in 
Eden; and there He placed the man whom He had 
formed.
 9 Out of the ground the Lord God caused to grow 
every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for 
food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, 
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
 10 Now a river flowed out of Eden to water the 
garden; and from there it divided and became four 
rivers.
 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it flows around 
the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold.
 12 The gold of that land is good; the bdellium and 
the onyx stone are there.
 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it flows 
around the whole land of Cush.
 14 The name of the third river is Tigris; it flows east 
of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.
 15 Then the Lord God took the man and put him 
into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.

God planted a garden and placed man in the garden.  
—This word “garden” could be understood as a royal 
park; or paradise.  
——When we hear of Eden in the Bible it is alway a lush 
area that is like a oasis.  
———This is a divine garden that God had prepared for 
man to live.  
————The garden of Eden was described as a place 
where God caused every kind of tree that was good to 
see and eat from.  
—————Not only that but it was a place with water 
flowing all around it and out of it.  
——————Not to mention that the garden of Eden 
was rich in minerals.  There are so many exotic stone 
that are described in the passage.  
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I think one of the biggest question is: where is or was 
the garden of Eden located?  
—This is a widely debated topic that has been argued 
about for years.  
——Some would argue that it was in Armenia: possibly 
at the head of the Persian gulf, other have said Arabia, 
other will just say a Mesopotamian site, Ethiopia, Iran, 
and other say that the garden of Eden was not even on 
the earth.  
———So, where was it the garden of Eden?  
————We don’t know and I don’t think on this earth 
we will know.  
—————What we need to understand about the 
garden is that God created paradise for humanity to live 
in.  
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God has taken care of us from the beginning of our 
creation and He will continue to take care of those that 
are His; those that are followers of Jesus Christ for all 
eternity.  
—This is why it is so important to give your life to Christ 
because God will take care of you for all eternity.  
——READ: Luke 23:39–43 (NAS):  39 One of the 
criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at 
Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and 
us!”   40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, 
“Do you not even fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation?  41 “And we indeed 
are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve 
for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  
42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You 
come in Your kingdom!”  43 And He said to him, “Truly I 
say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”
——Rev. Revelation 2:7 (NAS):  7 ‘He who has an ear, 
let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him 
who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life 
which is in the Paradise of God.’
———Jesus paid the price for our sins; or wrongs 
against God and made the sacrifice for us to be in a 
right relationship with God again.  
————If we believe that and give Jesus our lives we 
will get to experience paradise when we die; there is not 
grace period, waiting, but instantly we get to be with 
Christ in paradise.  
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That paradise in heaven is perfect in every way.  
—This is what the believer in Christ has to look forward 
to and we know is our place.  
——Those that have truly given their lives to Christ 
know where we stand with God and where we are going.  
———There is no doubt or question to weather we have 
been good enough, worked hard enough, been kind 
enough; we know we have not done enough to get us 
anywhere.  
————But we know Jesus and have accepted Jesus 
as our Lord (ruler of our lives) and savior;  and He has 
done enough for us so there is not doubt in His work on 
our behalf.  
—————Christians, our confidence is from Christ and 
Christ alone.  
——————READ: 1 John 4:14 (NAS):  14 We have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be 
the Savior of the world.

What do we take away from today?  
—Are you testifying that the Father sent the Son to be 
the savior of the world?  
——Are you secure enough in your eternal place that 
you are desperate for other to go to Christ too?  
—Do you know that God has cared for and provide for 
humanity sense our beginning?  Do you trust Him to 
care for and provide for you?  
—Are you embracing the potter (God’s) shaping, 
modeling, and transforming?  
—Do you know your worth in God—the great artiest 
creating such diversity in His creation and you are part 
of the greatest piece of art every.  Are you living as 
God’s created beautiful creation that has divine and 
eternal purpose or are you living as accidental evolved 
slime that has no purpose?   
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