
Creation Narrative: Take 2
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we spent time talking about the rest that God 
took on the 7th day and that we should rest in Him.  
—We should have time where we run to the savior and 
spent time rest, reading, praying, and listening to Him.  
——We saw that God finished His work of creation.  
———This helps us to understand that God finishes His 
work and He will finish His work in us.  
————God will finish His work in the future as well as 
in the here and now.  
—————This should inspire us to come along side 
God and do the work that He wants us to be involved in.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to look at place that people will say 
that the Bible contains contradictions and see that they 
are not contradictions.  
—We will see how the God that created everything 
wants to be in personal relationship with you.
—We will look at the contentment in Christ and not 
always reaching for the one more thing to make us 
happy.  

Passage Begins 

Scripture:
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Genesis 2:4–6 (NASB95PARA): 4 This is the account 
of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, in the day that the Lord God made earth and 
heaven.

Here in chapter 2 we find some repeat information.  
—This repeat information is often times what secular 
people will grab and say, “see there are inconsistencies 
in the Bible.”  
——But what we and those that make this claim need to 
understand that this is not 2 different creation stories 
that conflict with each other.  
———Kenneth Mathews wrote, “At the author has 
joined the account of universal creation (1:1-2:3) and the 
singular story of human history (2:5-4:260.”  
————Gordon Wenham wrote, “This verse (2:4) 
servers both as a title to 2:5-4:26 and as a link with the 
introduction 1:1-2:3.”
—————These 2 descriptions are complementary of 
each other but each one focuses  on different aspects of 
creation.  
——————Here in Chapter 2 of Genesis we will see 
and elaboration of the things found in chapter 1.  

Chapter 2 will help the readers understand the dominion 
of humanity better.  
—Mathews wrote this, “Chapter 2 picks up the thesis of 
blessing for mankind already introduced (1:26-28) and 
carries it thematically forward by recounting the first 
man’s family and environment.”  
——This point really is hit home by the drastic structure 
differences.  
———But also by the phrase, “This is the account of..”
————This phrase is typically used in the telling of a 
family history.  
—————So what we see is re-telling but also a filling 
in of the details more fully.  
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Here in this verse we see that God is not only referred to 
as Elohim (God creator of all things), but He is also 
referred to as Yahweh.  
—The reason that Moses decided to put in Yahweh here 
with Elohim is that he wanted to reveal God as Creator 
omnipotent deity and to reveal God as a relational God 
that desire relationship with His creation.  
——Mathew wrote, “The personal presence of Yahweh-
Elohim among his people Israel was not an anomaly but 
the pattern God inaugurated from the beginning.” 
———God’s pattern of being in relationship with 
humanity has been there from before humanity was 
created. 
————READ: Isaiah 40:10 (ESV): 10  Behold, the 
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him. 11  He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he 
will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.  
————READ: Romans 8:38–39 (NASB95PARA): 
38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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There are 16 different place that we see Lord God 
(Yahweh Elohim) but one of these occurrences stood out 
to me more than the others.   
—READ: Exodus 9:29–30 (NASB95PARA): 29 Moses 
said to him, “As soon as I go out of the city, I will spread 
out my hands to the Lord; the thunder will cease and 
there will be hail no longer, that you may know that the 
earth is the Lord’s. 30 But as for you and your servants, I 
know that you do not yet fear the Lord God.”
——This is Moses talking to Pharaoh and Moses is 
making the point that God is not just the personal God of 
Israel but that God is the God of all thing.  
———What caught me was Moses assessment of 
Pharaoh and His servants.  They did not fear God and 
they wanted more and more and more signs from God 
to see that He is who Moses proclaimed Him to be.   
————God created so that we will be in relationship 
with Him in paradise for eternity but we will see that 
humanity had to grasp for more.  
—————Then I thought about our tendency to have, 
to live in abundance, yet reach for more.  

This is the basis for our sin.  
—Think about it for a moment.  Sexual sin—God have 
given you a spouse or not given you a spouse and yet it 
is not enough; humanity has to reach for more.  
—Greed/stealing/envy—God has give each of 
(especially in America) an abundance yet it is not 
enough; we have to stretch for more.  
—We stretch for more power, more control, more 
influence, more popularity, more excitement, more you 
fill in the blank.  
——The Bible tells us in: READ: 1 Chronicles 16:11 
(NASB95PARA): 11 Seek the Lord and His strength;
Seek His face continually.
———This is why we need Jesus.  We cannot seek God 
on our own and if we do it is to reach to work for our own 
salvation.  
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We need Jesus the savior of the world to flip the worlds 
think upside down.  
—READ: Matthew 20:26–28 (NASB95PARA): 26 It is 
not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become 
great among you shall be your servant, 27 and whoever 
wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; 28 just 
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
—READ: Matthew 7:13–14 (NASB95PARA): 13 “Enter 
through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 
way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who enter through it. 14 For the gate is small and 
the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few 
who find it.
——Jesus help us to not reach for the next thing that we 
think will work, make us feel better, give us purpose, and 
so on.  
———having relationship with Jesus is the highest goal 
we can obtain, Jesus is the greatest possession we can 
ever have, Jesus in the best cure, Jesus had all the 
power and we don’t have to have power, we can rely on 
His.......
————The solution to the problem of sin is Jesus.  We 
can find contentment in Christ if we hand over our lives 
to Him and let Him take control.  

Genesis 2:5–6 (NAS):  5 Now no shrub of the field 
was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet 
sprouted, for the Lord God had not sent rain upon 
the earth, and there was no man to cultivate the 
ground. 6 But a mist used to rise from the earth and 
water the whole surface of the ground.  7 Then the 
Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being.  8 The Lord God planted a 
garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He 
placed the man whom He had formed.

Now this is one the claims of contradiction between the 
creation accounts.  
—Gen. 1:11 says, READ: Genesis 1:11 (NAS):  11 
Then God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit 
after their kind with seed in them”; and it was so.
——But we see here in verse 5 that there was no shrub 
or plant of the field.  
———Plant means herb or grass and shrub as you 
could image means shrub or bush.  
————Wait a minute it tells us that man was created 
in verse 7 and that God plants came to the earth in 
verse 8.  
—————See! They are different!  Right?  
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We have to remember that this is not a comprehensive 
look at the creation of the world again.   
—It is a look at the relation of humanity to the created 
world that God is putting humanity in.  
——So there is a connecting word that we need to pay 
attention to in verse 6.  
———There was no plants on the earth anywhere BUT  
God cause water to water the earth.  
————Then let me help you pick back up with 
narrative in the right place.  READ: Genesis 1:9–11 
(NAS):  9 Then God said, “Let the waters below the 
heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land 
appear”; and it was so.  10 God called the dry land 
earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas; 
and God saw that it was good.  11 Then God said, “Let 
the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and 
fruit trees on the earth bearing fruit after their kind with 
seed in them”; and it was so.

Then someone will say, “well then why does it say that 
God caused plants to grow in verses 8-9?”   
—I will once again direct that person to the beginning of 
the  phrase: “The Lord God pleaded a garden...”
——It is not talking about the whole earth but this really 
cool garden that had trees that were awesome to look at 
and trees that produced good fruit.  
———The Bible is inerrant.  It contains no errors.  
————READ: 2 Timothy 3:16 (NAS):  16 All Scripture 
is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;
————READ: Proverbs 30:5 (NAS):  5 Every word of 
God is tested; He is a shield to those who take refuge in 
Him.  OR AS THE ESV SAYS: Proverbs 30:5 (ESV): 5  
Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those 
who take refuge in him. 
————READ: Psalm 12:6 (NAS):  6 The words of the 
Lord are pure words; As silver tried in a furnace on the 
earth, refined seven times.
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It is the humans that are reading the Bible that contain 
error and seek errors in the truth.  
—READ: Romans 5:12 (NAS):  12 Therefore, just as 
through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all 
sinned—
—READ: Romans 3:23 (NAS):  23 for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God,
—READ: Romans 7:18 (NAS):  18 For I know that 
nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the 
willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not.
——Only broken humanity can take what God has given 
us to help us understand Him, have relationship with 
Him, understand our sinfulness, our brokenness, and 
find how to be saved from our flesh; and turn that into 
something that is wrong. 
———The God of the universe is big enough to create 
all things; then He is big enough to preserve His word 
from the schemes of the devil and broken humanity.    

Jesus asks the Father to sanctify us by His 
word: READ: John 17:17 (NAS):  17 “Sanctify them in 
the truth; Your word is truth.
—Are you being sanctified by the word of God?  Or are 
you skeptical of it?  Or are you even reading it?  If you 
don’t understand do you just put it away or do you do 
your research?  
—Do you see God as the creator of the universe?   
—Do you work to build and be in relationship with the 
God of the universe that wants to be personal and in 
relationship with you?  Or is He this abstract concept 
that never really gets thought about except when we are 
at church?  
—Are you seeking the Lord or are you seeking that one 
more thing that will make you happy first?  
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