
Bone and Flesh
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we looked at the fact that human beings 
are relational.  
—We were created to be in relationship with God and 
with each other.  
——We saw that Christians, we should be in community 
with each other.  
———Community helps us live the right way, help other 
live the right way, bear burdens, celebrate successes, 
and much more.  
————We also spent time see the equality in the 
marriage relationship and that even though there are 
different gender roles there should be equality in that 
relationship.  
—————We saw last week how it does not matter 
what your gender is, God want you to be part of the 
work that He is doing.  

INTRODUCTION: 

We are going to look at marriage more in-depth today.  
—How it is a God give institution that He has blessed us 
with.  
——We will see that man and woman have a connection 
to each other that is special.  
———Once again equality in the marriage is something 
God promoted from the beginning.  
————Marriage involves a leaving, a uniting, and a 
public declaration.  
—————We will discuss how the church is the bride of 
Christ and we should respond accordingly.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 2:22–25 (NAS):  22 The Lord God fashioned 
into a woman the rib which He had taken from the 
man, and brought her to the man.
 23 The man said,
“This is now bone of my bones,
And flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman,
Because she was taken out of Man.”

So as we saw last week God made woman and caused 
man to wake up and God presented the perfect partner 
to man.  
—God has brought the and given the first bride away in 
the first marriage.  
——Father God present man with his bride and man so 
excited by his bride he spoke for the first time.  He broke 
out in poetry.  
———In this poem there is a formula that is used in 
Hebrew poetry to point out family.  
————In Hebrew poetry they are typically speaking of 
blood relative but what man is doing is telling us and his 
bride that she will be family for him.  
—————Once again in calling attention to her being 
family; “bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh,” man is 
telling his wife that they are equals and set apart from 
the animals.  
——————Kenneth Mathews wrote, “The exclamation 
reflects what the narration has sought to show: the 
unique compatibility of the man and women.”   

Then man names her woman but this is not like when 
man named the animals.   
—Man named her woman which is: (’iššâ) which is so 
close to mans name: (’îš) reveals that there is a special 
connection or attachment.  
——Mathews wrote, “In naming her the man also names 
himself ’îš, and in calling her ’îššâ he restates his own 
name (embedded in hers).”
———When we looked at the creation of man we saw 
that man had a special connection with the ground 
because man was made from the ground.  
————Do you know that there are at least 2 Hebrew 
words for man.  Do you know what the other Hebrew 
word for man is?  What about the Hebrew word for 
ground?  
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—————The Hebrew word for man is: ’ādām and the 
Hebrew word for ground is: ’ādāmâ.  
——————It is no accident that mans name is so 
close to the ground he came from and it is no accident 
that man names woman so close himself as well.  
Finally, this time when God brings something before 
man it is like him.  
———————And man and woman were supposed to 
enjoy equality in humanity, different gender roles, and 
equal standing in front of God:  READ: 1 Corinthians 
11:12 (NAS): 12 For as the woman originates from the 
man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; 
and all things originate from God.   
————————Man and woman have equal access to 
God and they are both equally created by God.  

24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall 
become one flesh.
 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and 
were not ashamed.

This is not man continue to make an assessment of 
what will happen now.  
—No, this is a moment when the writer breaks the 
narrative to point something out to the readers.  
——These are special moments that God give us a 
peak behind the curtain. 
———So what is the writer helping us understand here? 
————He is given principle of the first marriage and 
setting a standard for all marriages.  
—————This break in the narrative to make this point 
is the basis for Jesus teaching on marriage and divorce.  
——————READ: Matthew 19:3–8 (NAS):  3 Some 
Pharisees came to Jesus, testing Him and asking, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason at 
all?”  4 And He answered and said, “Have you not read 
that He who created them from the beginning made 
them male and female, 5 and said, ‘For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?  6 “So 
they are no longer two, but one flesh. What therefore 
God has joined together, let no man separate.”   7 
They *said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to 
give her a certificate of divorce and send her away?”  8 
He *said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart 
Moses permitted you to divorce your wives; but from the 
beginning it has not been this way.
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I know that some of you are divorced and I don’t bring 
this up to harp on you.  
—But Jesus uses this verse in Genesis for the model of 
what marriage should look like.  
——Mathews said, marriage, “involves 3 factors: a 
leaving, a uniting, and a public declaration.”
———Gorden Wenham wrote, “On marriage a man’s 
priorities change.  Beforehand his first obligations are to 
his parents: afterwards they are to his wife.”  
————And he is to be joined to his wife.  This idea 
point to covenant that Israel made with God.  
—————Israel was joined to God.  READ: Genesis 
17:7 (NAS):  7 “I will establish My covenant between Me 
and you and your descendants after you throughout 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God 
to you and to your descendants after you.
—————READ: Exodus 6:7 (NAS):  7 ‘Then I will 
take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you 
shall know that I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
——————So we see the covenant relationship 
shared by man and woman and monogamy is intended.  
—Just as God calls His people to not have any other 
god’s.  
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Becoming one flesh does not just mean sex….but it 
does mean sex too.  
—Wenham said it like this, “This does not denote merely 
the sexual union that follows marriage, or the children 
conceived in marriage, or even the spiritual and 
emotional relationship that in involves, though all are 
involved in becoming one flesh.  Rather it affirms that 
just as blood relations are one’s flesh and bone, so 
marriage creates a similar kinship relation between man 
and wife.”  
——Marriage should be seen like this quote from 
Wenham but today marriage has become of little to no 
importance.  
———God tells us that marriage should be held in high 
esteem: READ: Hebrews 13:4 (NAS):  4 Marriage is to 
be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to 
be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will 
judge.

The becoming of one flesh was meant for one man and 
one woman for the duration of their life.  
—In our world today this has become one of the devils 
easiest ploys to get humanity to sin.  
——The world tells us it is okay to make that union that 
is supposed to be only between 1 man and 1 woman 
and make that with whoever we feel like and whenever 
we feel like it. 
———This is not okay it is taking something that God 
has made for permanency and making it temporary.    
————READ: 1 Corinthians 7:2 (NAS):  2 But 
because of immoralities, each man is to have his own 
wife, and each woman is to have her own husband.
—————We need to promote the sanctity of marriage 
in our homes, in our churches, and in our nation.  
—
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Last about marriage, it is to be a public declaration.  
—Mathews wrote, “It (marriage) is not a private matter.  
It involves a declaration of intention and a redefining of 
obligations and relationships in a familial and social 
setting.”  
——So as we have looked at marriage more in-depth 
we can see that the monogamous heterosexual 
marriage was always the plan for man and woman.  

We coved a lot about the marriage and about the man 
and the woman’s relationship.  
—But what does that have to do with us and Christ?  
——The church is the bride of Christ. 
———So the imagery of marriage is applied to Christ 
and the church.  
————Jesus is the bridegroom and has chooses the 
church to be His bride.  
—————READ: Ephesians 5:25–27 (NAS): 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved 
the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing 
of water with the word, 27 that He might present to 
Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy 
and blameless.
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Jesus loved us enough to give Himself up for us.  
—He shoved the problem that we all had which was 
separation from God.  
——Jesus was the savior of the world that gave His life 
for many:  READ: Matthew 20:28 (NAS):  28 just as the 
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give His life a ransom for many.”
———It is only by Christ that we can be sanctified: 
READ: 1 John 1:9 (NAS):  9 If we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
————So if you have not give your life to Christ; had 
have a relationship with Him, knowing Him to be the only 
way to heaven and God the Father; then you need to.  
—————If you have given your life to Christ then you 
are part of the church and you need to be faithful to 
Christ and submit to Him and His leading: READ: 
Ephesians 5:24 (NAS):  24 But as the church is subject 
to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their 
husbands in everything.

So what do we take away from this message?  How do 
we apply it practically?  
—A husband and wife should have such a connection 
that they become one flesh.  They are to be separate but 
yet so connected together they are one.  
——Women and men are equal in the marriage 
relationship and should be working together as one.  
———Do not buy into the world view of marriage and 
sex; live and promote the biblical model of marriage and 
sex.  
————If you have been divorced; do you know that it 
is a sin, have you repented of it, and have you done 
what you can to make it right?  If so, then forgive 
yourself because God forgive believers when they truly 
repent.  
—————Know if you are Christian, you are apart of 
the bride of Christ.  So love Christ will all of you, be 
faithful to Him, and submit to His leading and guiding in 
your life.  
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