
We Have a Job to Do and We Don’t Have to Do It Alone
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about 2 trees.  
—We focused on the tree of life and the tree of good 
and evil.  
——The tree of life is the tree that give life to humanity 
continually.  
——The tree of knowledge of good and evil brought 
death, sin, and a broken world.  
———We saw that God put the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil in the garden so that we could have a 
choice to obey and follow God or not.  
————We talked briefly about how humanity chose 
not to obey and follow God but to be like God.  
—————This was a fatal mistake.  We can make 1 
decision every 2 seconds in our lives know and our 
battle as Christians is to choose God in our decisions as 
opposed to choosing anything else.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to talk about what it means to 
cultivate and keep.  
—This the job that God gave humanity in the beginning 
and that we still have today.  
——We are going to talk about how humanity is 
supposed to be in relationship.  
———We are going to talk about how man needed a 
helper.  
————God created the perfect helper for man that we 
needed.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 2:15 (NAS):  15 Then the Lord God took the 
man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate 
it and keep it.

Once again we spent a lot of time on the trees last week 
but we can not just skip over this verse because it give 
us meaning and purpose for being here on this earth.  
—God has prepared the garden for humanity to live in 
but God did not create us without purpose.  
——Kenneth Mathews wrote, “In the garden God gives 
the man a purposeful existence that includes overseeing 
his environment.  Work is a God given assignment and 
not a cursed condition.”  
———READ: Colossians 3:23–24 (NAS):  23 
Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord 
rather than for men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you 
will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord 
Christ whom you serve.
———READ: Proverbs 13:4 (NAS):  4 The soul of the 
sluggard craves and gets nothing, But the soul of the 
diligent is made fat.  READ: Proverbs 14:23 (NAS):  23 
In all labor there is profit, But mere talk leads only to 
poverty.
———READ: Proverbs 16:3 (NAS):  3 Commit your 
works to the Lord And your plans will be established.
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I know what you are think, “well, it feels like a cursed 
condition to me.”  
—It was not until sin spoiled our relationship with God, 
our relationship with our environment, and our 
relationships with each other. 
——READ: Genesis 3:17–19 (NAS):  17 Then to Adam 
He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your 
wife, and have eaten from the tree about which I 
commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’;
Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you will eat 
of it All the days of your life. 18 “Both thorns and thistles 
it shall grow for you; And you will eat the plants of the 
field; 19 By the sweat of your face You will eat bread,Till 
you return to the ground, Because from it you were 
taken; For you are dust, And to dust you shall return.”
———When we have Christ in our lives He brings repair 
for our relationship with God, our environment is still 
broken, and He should make our relationships with with 
each other better.  
————But our sinful nature cause us to hav moments 
where we push away from God, where we become lazy 
not fulfilling our purpose, and cause our relationship to 
suffer.  
—————This is why Jesus is essential in our lives.  
This is why we never out grow/Don’t need to hear the 
gospel; it is essential in our lives.  

Jesus left paradise, because we needed saving.  
—Jesus came humble and humbled Himself because 
we needed to know what it means to be humble.  
—Jesus served and was not served because we need to 
know that we should be servants. 
—Jesus lived so we could have an example how to live. 
—Jesus went to the cross to pay the penalty for us 
because we can not save ourselves.  
—Jesus died so that we could live, so we could have 
right relationship with God the Father, so we could 
become children of God, and so that we could be co-
heirs in eternal paradise.  
—Not to sit around and do nothing; but so that we can 
do that which God has for us to do in that paradise.  
——Westermann wrote, “Life without work would not be 
worthy of human beings.”  
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So what does it mean to cultivate?  
—It means to work, to serve, to take care of.  
——This also mean serving one another but it is also 
used in worship terms as well.  
———Often time it would be a word used to describe 
the Levitical duties in the temple.

What does it mean to keep?  
—It means to watch, to preserve, to guard.  
——Once again this word was used for the Levitical 
responsibilities.  They were to guard the tabernacle from 
intruders.  
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So what does this mean for us who are not farmers, 
priest, or in the garden of eden?  How do we do the 
work God has for us?  
—We need to serve God and serve each other: READ: 
Romans 12:10–11 (NAS):  10 Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love; give preference to one another 
in honor; 11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in 
spirit, serving the Lord;
—We need to work for the Lord: READ: Colossians 
3:17 (NAS):  17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 
Him to God the Father.
—We need to preserve and guard what God has made 
even after the fall.  
——We need to care about the physical world we are in 
because we should be guarding over it.  
———We should care about the people in the world 
because we should guard over them.  We should bring 
them Christ because they are in danger of going to 
eternal punishment: READ: Romans 1:14–16 (NAS):  
14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So, for 
my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also 
who are in Rome. 16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.
————We should guard the church as we are a royal 
priesthood: READ: 1 Peter 2:9 (NAS):  9 But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light;
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Genesis 2:18–22 (NAS):  18 Then the Lord God said, 
“It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make 
him a helper suitable for him.”
 19 Out of the ground the Lord God formed every 
beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and 
brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them; and whatever the man called a living creature, 
that was its name.
 20 The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the 
birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but 
for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for 
him.
 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall 
upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his 
ribs and closed up the flesh at that place.  
22 The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib 
which He had taken from the man, and brought her 
to the man.

We see further into the narrative about how God created 
us to be.  
—God’s concern was that man would be alone.  
——Mathews wrote, “God has created human life to 
have fellowship with him but also to be a social entity, 
building relationship with other human beings.”  
———God has created us to be relational beings.  We 
are not to be alone but to be in community.  
————READ: 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NAS):  10 Now I 
exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be made complete in the same 
mind and in the same judgment.
————READ: Hebrews 10:23–25 (NAS):  23 Let us 
hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider 
how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 
25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the 
more as you see the day drawing near.
—————Mathews wrote, “Isolation is not the divine 
norm for human beings; community is the creation of 
God.”

Man need a “helper.”  But was does a helper mean?  
—This is not a servant to do whatever man wants.  
——We see that woman was not taken from the man’s 
foot not to be trampled on by him, she was not take from 
man’s head to rule over him, but from the ribs to be 
equal with him.  
———READ: Galatians 3:28 (NAS):  28 There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free 
man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus.
————God does give roles for each gender to fulfill 
but these gender roles don’t make one lesser or greater.  
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God created woman because He deemed her a suitable 
helper.   
—God created woman as the perfect match to man. 
——Mathews wrote, “Man and woman share in the 
‘human’ sameness that cannot be found elsewhere in 
creation among the beasts.  In every way the woman 
shares in the same features fo personhood as does the 
man.”  
———This is why Proverbs 31 tells us a good wife is a 
blessing to her husband:  READ: Proverbs 31:10–12 
(NAS):  10 An excellent wife, who can find? For her 
worth is far above jewels. 11 The heart of her husband 
trusts in her, And he will have no lack of gain. 12 She 
does him good and not evil All the days of her life.
————What man lacked the woman accomplishes.  
—————Woman make it possible to for humanity to 
achieve the blessing that man could not do alone.  

So what do we take away from todays sermon?  
—We need to do the work that God has for us.  
—Are we doing the work that God has called us to?  
—God know what we need and He will provide for us.  
—God created us for relationship but are you embracing 
relationships?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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