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Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we had our Resurrection day service.  
—The week before we were in Genesis 1:4-5.  
——We talked about what goodness really means.  It is 
a standard that God sets.   If we attempt to set a 
standard of goodness without God we will never have a 
standard.  
———We looked at how separation is a good things 
sometimes.  God uses the theme of separation 
throughout the Bible.  
————We looked at the fact that God is in control of 
all things and He lets us know that by naming all things.  
—————Lastly, we talked about how we need to 
examine our work enjoying our successes and learning 
from our failures.  

INTRODUCTION: 

So today we are going to talk about separation more in-
depth. 
—We will understand why God separated the waters 
from the waters.  
——We will focus on living for Christ and not for worldly 
things.  
———We will focus on the living waters that those that 
believe have been given.  
————We will also see Christ in the separating of the 
waters.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 1:6–8 (NAS):  6 Then God said, “Let there 
be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.”
 7 God made the expanse, and separated the waters 
which were below the expanse from the waters 
which were above the expanse; and it was so.

Once again we see the idea of separation coming out in 
these beginnings.  
—This second separation was a division of the waters.  
—The passage tells us that God created a expanse and 
this expanse is a boundary to the waters above and 
waters below.    
——This is a divider between the waters of heaven and 
the waters of the earth.  
———This expanse or divider is the space between the 
earth’s surface and the heavens above.   
————The word used for this expanse comes from 
the idea to stamp or spread by hammering.  
—————READ: Job 37:18 (NAS):  18 “Can you, with 
Him, spread out the skies, Strong as a molten mirror?

The question came to my mind why is this separation 
important for us to know?  
—Why was this included in the narrative?  
——Some would make the argument that this helps us 
see that God created the heaven and thus He is in 
control of them.  
———Which I think that is a correct assessment but still 
the question remains why the separation of the waters?  
————Others make the argument that the separation 
of the waters above and the waters below is how the 
earth was beautiful garden.  
—————They believe that the waters above created a 
greenhouse kind of effect on the earth and it also 
blocked the suns harmful rays so that humanity could 
live longer.  
——————There are those that also believe that 
these heavenly waters are what came down to flood the 
earth in the great fluid during Noah’s time.  

Scripture:

2



All of that might be true and it might be good but I 
stumbled onto something else that really stuck out to 
me.  
—In the Bible often time waters symbolize peoples or 
nations.  Also, the Old Testament time people had to 
lived by waters sources.  They did not have awesome 
ways of getting water great distances.  
——So people could have their identity shaped by the 
water source they lived by. 
———We see that very clear here on the central coast 
as the Chumash used to use sand dollars as currency.  
————So as we think about separation and that 
people lived by waters sources, we have to take note 
that God separated the waters of the earth and the 
waters of the heavens.   
—————I think there was a literal water separation, 
but I also think God is telling us here in Genesis that 
there will be a separation of people as well.    

There are those that will live but the water of heaven 
and there are those that will live by the waters of earth.  
—READ: John 7:37–38 (NAS): 37 Now on the last day, 
the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, 
saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and 
drink. 38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 
‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living 
water.’ ”
—READ: Colossians 3:1–3 (NAS):  1 Therefore if you 
have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things 
that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God.
—READ: John 4:13–14 (NAS): 13 Jesus answered and 
said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst 
again; 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 
him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him 
will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal 
life.”
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Believers you have been given living water, satisfying 
water, and flowing waters.    
—Are you enjoying and seeking the heavenly water that 
Jesus has give you?  
——Or are you turning back to the earthly waters?  
———Non-believers; you have the opportunity to be 
new and live different lives.  
————Not how the world tells you to live but how the 
God who created all things, sustains all things, and is in 
control all things calls you to live.  
—————We should live the way that God calls us to 
live free, stratified in Him, and live in dependance on 
abundance that Jesus provides us.   

If we think about it Jesus is the expanse between the 
things of this earth and the things of heaven.  
—Between those earthly people and those heavenly 
people there is a division but that division that we can 
not fill on our own but only God could fill.  
——And He did!!! Jesus became that which filled the 
division.  He is the expanse that we need.  
———READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  6 Jesus *said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes 
to the Father but through Me.
————For God so love the world that He sent the 
expanse between the division.  
—————READ: 1 Timothy 2:5–6 (NAS):  5 For there 
is one God, and one mediator also between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a 
ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper time.
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This ideas of Jesus being our expanse or bridge or 
firmament can even be seen on the cross.  
—Jesus on the cross was in the middle of 2 thief’s.  
——READ: John 19:18 (NAS):  18 There they crucified 
Him, and with Him two other men, one on either side, 
and Jesus in between.
———When we read about these 2 men on either side, 
one mocked him while the other asked Jesus to 
remember Him in His kingdom.  
————READ: Luke 23:39–41 (NAS):  39 One of the 
criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at 
Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save Yourself and 
us!”  40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, 
“Do you not even fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation?  41 “And we indeed 
are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve 
for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  
42 And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You 
come in Your kingdom!”  43 And He said to him, “Truly I 
say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”
—————Now you can tell me that is a coincidence but 
I don’t agree with you.   
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8 God called the expanse heaven. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a second day.

God once again names His creation which does point 
the fact that God alone rules ALL the powers of the 
heavens.  
—Nothing is outside His power as cults throughout 
human history have said they were.  
——It is not Anu—the sky idol, nor Enlil—the 
atmosphere idol or Baal—the rider of clouds; but God 
the source of the heaven’s power.  
———READ: Psalm 103:19 (NAS): 19 The Lord has 
established His throne in the heavens, And His 
sovereignty rules over all.
————Kenneth Mathews wrote, “The passage 
therefore asserts that the heavens and their celestial 
inhabitants are merely instruments to serve God and his 
earthly creatures; they are re not autonomous 
authorities.”  
—————This is a good reminder for all of creation; we 
are not autonomous which means—self-governing, 
independent, self-ruling, or self-sufficient.  

What do we take from this passage?   
—Jesus is the way and there is no other.  
——We need to live as people who have the living 
waters, the life giving waters.  
———We to embrace our dependency on God.   
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