
Separation and Good
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

So last week we looked at the creation of the light.  
—We spend time looking at what it means that God 
speaks.  
——When He speaks we need to listen.  
———Also, when God spoke it was both creative and 
effective.  
————We learned that God created the light as the 
first specific created work.  
—————We also looked at the fact that the light 
drives out the darkness.  
——————We learned that God is the source of all 
things.  

INTRODUCTION: 

This week we will see how we need to take a look at our 
work like God does.  
—We will investigate what goodness means.  
—We will see how separation can be a good thing and 
how it is a theme that runs throughout the Bible.  
—We will see how God naming the dark and the light 
means He is in control over them.  

Passage Begins 
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Genesis 1:4–5 (NAS):  4 God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness.

Here we see that God sits back as an artist steps back 
and admires their work.  God sits back and surves His 
world so He can take pleasure in it.  
—This is awesome and helps us to see that we need 
work hard but we need to have that time where we 
reflect on the work that we have done.  
——God looks at the work He has done in creating light 
and approves of the work. He is perfect God so of 
course His work is going to be good.   
———God surveying His awesome creation was for our 
benefit.  
————He is teaching us that He has not made 
anything without design, reason, or purpose.  
————We are not perfect God so we need to take joy 
in our successes and learn from our failures.  
—————READ: 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NAS):  5 Test 
yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine 
yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed 
you fail the test?
——————READ: Lamentations 3:40–41 (NAS):  40 
Let us examine and probe our ways, And let us return to 
the Lord. 41 We lift up our heart and hands Toward God 
in heaven;
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God declared the light good not the darkness.  
—I think this helps us to see what God will do in the rest 
of redemptive history with the light.  
——Author W. Pink wrote, “Just as the shining of the 
light in Genesis 1 made manifest the desolation upon 
which it shone, so the entrance of God’s Word into the 
human heart reveals the awful ruin which sin has 
wrought.”  
——What Pink is saying is that as the light here in our 
passage reveals the earths formlessness and void so 
does the word of God so does the Son of God; Jesus 
Christ reveal our void and our absolute need for 
remaking.   
———READ: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NAS):  17 Therefore 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 
passed away; behold, new things have come.
————READ: Colossians 3:9–10 (ESV): 9 Do not lie 
to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self 
with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which 
is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its 
creator. 

So our passage tells us that God called the light good.  
—What does good mean?  
——The Dictionary of Biblical Languages focusing on 
Hebrew defines good as:  to be better, be in a state of 
having proper characteristics or performing an expected 
function.    
———I enjoy the last part of that definition: in a state 
having proper characteristics or performing an expected 
function but someone or something has to decide the 
proper characteristic or the expected function.  
————In the Hebrew culture uses good in terms of the 
mind of God or the opinion of God.  
—————So as Moses was writing this he used the 
word God but the emphasis was not some random 
standard of goodness like karma but the standard of 
goodness was God’s mind and opinion. 
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Christians, this should be our standard as well.  
—God’s mind and opinion should be what we believe is 
good.  
——The world wants us to believe that there are many 
things that are good and that there are even many good 
ways to heaven but that is not the case.  
———READ: Luke 18:19 (NAS): 19 And Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except 
God alone.
———READ: Psalm 14:1 (NAS):  1 The fool has said in 
his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, they have 
committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does 
good.
———READ: Ecclesiastes 7:20 (NAS):  20 Indeed, 
there is not a righteous man on earth who continually 
does good and who never sins.
————Any standard of goodness that we as human 
can come up with is totally flawed; Only God is good.  
So only God can determine what is good.  

We next find that God separated the light from the dark.  
—This idea of separating is a theme that runs 
throughout the Biblical narrative.  
——Here we see the light and the dark separated, we 
will see the waters separated, the day and night, but we 
will also see God separate His people.  
———Jesus talks about in the end how there will be a 
great separation of those that are His sheep and those 
that did not accept Him.  
————READ: Matthew 25:31–33 (NAS):  31 “But 
when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. 
32 “All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He 
will separate them from one another, as the shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put 
the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.
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God will separate those that are His from those that are 
not His.  
—READ: John 8:12 (NAS):  12 Then Jesus again 
spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; he 
who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will 
have the Light of life.”
—READ: 1 John 1:5–9 (NAS):  5 This is the message 
we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God 
is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we 
say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we 
walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His 
Son cleanses us from all sin.  8 If we say that we have 
no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.
—READ: John 3:19 (NAS):  19 “This is the judgment, 
that the Light has come into the world, and men loved 
the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were 
evil.
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5 God called the light day, and the darkness He 
called night. And there was evening and there was 
morning, one day.

We see that often times in the Old Testament when 
someone names something it means that they are 
sovereign over it.  
—This means that they are the ruler over it; they are in 
charge of it; or they are in control of it.  
——This is why we see God charging man to name all 
the animals in Genesis 2:20 because man was to be 
sovereign over all the animals.  
———READ: Genesis 2:20 (NAS): 20 The man gave 
names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to 
every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not 
found a helper suitable for him.
————Here we see God names the light and the 
darkness.  
—————Which reveals to us that God is ruler over the 
darkness as well.  TALK ABOUT SATAN ASKING FOR 
PERMISSION TO GO AFTER JOB
——————READ: 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NAS):  13 
No temptation has overtaken you but such as is 
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow 
you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with 
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so 
that you will be able to endure it.

Finally we see the end to the first day with the 
designation: there was evening and there was morning. 
—This is backwards from what we typically would say.  
——We would typically say, “there was morning and 
evening.”  
———This mentioning of evening and then morning 
reveals the Jewish concept that the day begins at dusk 
not dawn.  
————So as we have seen the first day began in 
darkness and ended after the creation of light with 
nightfall.  
—————There are those that argue that these 7 days 
of creation are not literal days but I think this way of 
announcing the days mark a literal 24 hour period.  

Scripture:

6



So, what do we take away from this sermon today?  
What can we do practically from this message?  
—We need to examine our work and sit back and enjoy 
our successes and learn from our failures.   
—Understand and know your dependency on God; as 
the light is taken away from a room darkness over runs 
it; if we are not dependent on God then the darkness will 
over take us.   
—Our standard of good should be God.  No other 
standard of good will live up to the only thing that is truly 
good which is God.  
—We are to be a people who are separate yet reaching 
the world around us.  We should not be a people who 
are like the world around us but separate and reaching 
them.  
—Know that God has named you and weather you like it 
or not God is sovereign over you.  
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