
Forgiving Others  

The questions that started all of this:  Where are verse for believers that continue 
to feel guilty over sins they know God has forgiven them?  AND: What should a 
believer do to allay feelings of guilt over a sin of omission?  


- I think at this point t we have address the questions and answered them 
thoroughly but we would miss a great learning point if we did not touch on us 
forgiving.  


- So tonight we will look at forgiveness from human to human.  


• Are we supposed to forgive each other?  What about a person who ask for 
your forgiveness?  What about a person who doesn’t ask for forgiveness?  
What about a person who doesn’t know they have wronged you or doesn’t 
think they have wronged you?  


• Are we supposed to forgive? 


- Matt. 18:21 Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my 
brother sin against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”  22 Jesus 
*said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy 
times seven.  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 
“When he had begun to settle them, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him. 25 “But since he did not have the means to 
repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and 
children and all that he had, and repayment to be made.  26 “So the slave 
fell to the ground and prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have 
patience with me and I will repay you everything.’  27 “And the lord of that 
slave felt compassion and released him and forgave him the debt. 28 “But 
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that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay 
back what you owe.’  29 “So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began 
to plead with him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay you.’  30 
“But he was unwilling and went and threw him in prison until he should 
pay back what was owed.  31 “So when his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord 
all that had happened.  32 “Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, 
‘You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me.  33 ‘Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, in the 
same way that I had mercy on you?’   34 “And his lord, moved with anger, 
handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed 
him. 35 “My heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you 
does not forgive his brother from your heart.”


• Our forgiveness and our forgiving others are connected.  How?  


- Matt. 6:12, ’And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.


• Jesus doesn’t mean that we are on a merit system to receive 
forgiveness but He is speaking of our disposition.  


• God does not owe us grace or forgiveness but He gives it to us 
anyway.  


- We need to realize this and abandon any thought of our own 
goodness and when we do this we lean wholly on the grace of 
God.  We see that we must be like God merciful to those that don’t 
deserve it and forgive those that wrong us.
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• It is arrogant to withhold forgiveness from someone who asks for 
it.  One author on ligonier.com wrote, “Simply put, if we do not 
forgive, we are setting a higher bar than God does.  We are 
exalting ourselves as better than other sinners in the Lord’s eyes, 
revealing that we have likely not understood the grace of God at 
all.  We show that we are not relying on the Father’s promises 
alone but are instead trying to bring something before God to 
earn His favor.  We are depicting an attitude that says, ‘I deserve 
God’s forgiveness but others do not.’”  


- If we don’t forgive repentant people we show that we don’t 
really know Christ.  John Calvin wrote, “Those who refuse to 
forget the injuries which have been done to them, devote 
themselves willing and deliberately to destruction, and 
knowingly prevent God from forgiving them.”


- We must remember we are saved only by God’s grace and that 
has to reveal itself in our action and in our actions of being 
forgiving like Christ.  


- So what is the battle then?  If we know we should but for some reason it 
became very hard to forgive some people?  How do we rightly handle 
someone sinning against us?    


• In forgiveness there is an offense that happens.  whether that be sin or 
someone going against your preference; there is an offense.  


- So, in dealing with someone else offense we need to be careful.  
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• We have to avoid sinful responses to the sins of others.  John Piper 
writes, “what make this battle so peculiar is that in the very moment 
when we may be sinning against someone, we have strong feelings of 
self justification because of how we’ve been sinned against.  It is subtle.  
We can harry bring ourselves to thing of dealing with our own sin 
because the issue seems to be their sin.  Your (what Paul Tripp calls) 
‘inner lawyer’ is rising up and saying, ‘hey, it’s their problem.  You don’t 
have any sin problem here.’”


- The issue is that someone else sin is not our biggest issue it is our 
own.  


• Some of the feeling maybe justified and the hurt may be justified.


- We must carefully navigate being wronged and dealing with our 
sinful responses to being wronged.  


• Our responsibility before God is our responses to the behaviors.  
We need to seek out changing ourselves so we can respond in a 
right Christlike manor.  Often times we seek to right or correct 
someone else behavior and in doing so we respond with sin 
ourselves.  


- Christlike humility loves even when hurt may have happened.  


- One of the greatest challenges in the NT is that we are not to return evil for 
evil


• 1 Peter 3:9, Luke 6:27, 1 Cor. 4:12-13—We have to have a good relationship 
with Christ to respond like this.  To have this kind of emotional response is 
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greater than we will ever be by ourselves.  This is the beauty of the Christian 
life.  


- Our tendency is: angry, self-pity, whining, manipulative moping, the silent 
treatment, or solemnness.  


• Piper says, “We all hurt each other and disappoint each other and 
frustrate each other almost every day in some degree.  The great 
challenge in the Christian life is to be so deeply and joyfully content in 
our fellowship with Jesus and all that God promises to be for us in him 
that we are not drained by the disappointments of our relationships.”  


- What about someone who doesn’t think they have wronged you?  They don’t 
repent of their sins?  


• Full experience of forgiveness happens when both people are involved—
Luke 17:3-4


- Some who does not recognize they have sinned does not give us a right 
to sin


• There are 2 things that need to be address with forgiveness here. 


- 1. Enemy love—Piper says, “When I say enemy love, I am not just 
thinking about a declared enemy, but rather people like spouses or 
sons or daughters or dads….who in the moment are acting like an 
adversary.  They are hurting you the way an enemy would hurt you.  
They are not your enemies in that sense, in the big sense, but rather 
they are in that moment acting with enmity towards you.”  
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• The Bible doesn’t just talk about forgiveness there.  It talks about 
enemy love—Matt. 5:44, 1 Peter 3:9


- So how do we respond to a person who does not repent/recognize 
any wrong? 


• Don’t return evil to them but bless them.  You could call this one 
sided forgiveness.  We choose not to be the one punishing but 
treat the other person better than they deserve. 


- 2. Enemy forgiveness or endurance—Col. 3:12-13, 1 Cor. 13:7


• Love doesn’t just forgive when someone repents but it endures.  


- Pipers says, “One of the main obstacles to forgiving, forbearing, 
returning good for evil, blessing those who hurt us, is that if we do this
—if we really return good for evil, not the kind of manipulative way that 
hopes to really draw attention to the other person’s guilt, but I am 
talking about a really authentic blessing, treating them with kindness 
and hope from the heart—if we do that, then very few people, if 
anybody will know that we have been hurt.”  


• Why is this an obstacle?  Because we want people to know we are 
forgiving.  We want people to see our “good.”  


- If we are going about our business as usual pretty much no one will 
know and that is against our sinful nature.  Our sinful nature wants 
to cry out, “look at me!!!!”  


- There can be lingering pain after forgiveness 
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• The Pain is not sinful and it is not a sign of un-forgiveness but it can easily 
turn into resentment, anger, and bitterness.  It will have very subtle and it is 
hard to know when it is happening. 


- Here is the biblical help for us as we try to sort out forgiving others:  God 
knows, understands, feels with us, he attends to us, when we have been 
hurt and that should be the most important and satisfying thing to us.  


• Is that enough?


- Are our hearts oriented on God or are the oriented towards people?  


• God should be more real to us that other people are.  If we return 
good for evil God know, He know we have been treated wrong and 
He sees us being obedient.  He sees us loving our adversaries and 
He is sympathetic and attentive.  When we do this we are becoming 
like Christ—1 Peter 2:23.  


- Piper says, “Is it enough for God to know our sorrow, for God to 
know our pain, for God to know our disappointment, our 
frustration?  Can we hand our cause entirely over to God? Can we 
move froward treating others better than they treat us, even if it 
means only God knows and nobody else?  That is how real God 
had to become to us.”   


So some practical helps: 
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1. Do what Jesus did—1 Peter 2:23—He handed himself over to God who 
judges justly.  Take those moments when we have been wronged and hand 
them to God.  


2. Direct your mind to God—Focus on what is true, beautiful, pure, lovely, and 
praiseworthy—Phil. 4:8


3. Throw aside your tendencies to punish or wound


4. Work for the good of the one you have forgiven.  A real sign of forgiveness is 
you seek the good of others.   
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