
Encouragement 

With Friends Like These 
  

Job 15:12-16 

“Why does your heart carry you away? And why do your eyes flash, That you should turn your 
spirit against God And allow such words to go out of your mouth? “What is man, that he 
should be pure, Or he who is born of a woman, that he should be righteous? “Behold, He puts 
no trust in His holy ones, And the heavens are not pure in His sight; How much less one who is 
detestable and corrupt, Man, who drinks iniquity like water! 

  

Job 4:18-19 

‘He puts no trust even in His servants; And against His angels He charges error. ‘How much 
more those who dwell in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed 
before the moth!  

  

Job 2:19 

Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!” 

  

• Pray that we would not be like Job's "friends", well meaning, but in great and 
discouraging error 

• Pray that we would be filled with right knowledge and relationship to fend off such 
attacks from friends. 

  

Discouragement Favors the Tired & Hungry 
  

1 Kings 19:3-4, 9-10, 13-15 

And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, 
and left his servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came 
and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, “It 
is enough; now, O LORD, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.” 

  

  



 

When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance 
of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” Then 
he said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have 
forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I 
alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.” The LORD said to him, “Go, return on 
your way to the wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall anoint Hazael 
king over Aram;  

• Pray that those in discouragement would hear and obey the voice of God, ministering to 
others 

Jesus Shows How 
  

John 4:5-6, 2 Cor 12:9-10 

So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his 
son Joseph; and Jacob’s well was there. So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting 
thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

  

And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” 
Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
may dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, 
with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

  

• Pray for us to recognize the opportunities that come only in weakness, and yield to them 
& Him 

  



 

Fake News Buster  
Nehemiah 6:5-9 

Then Sanballat sent his servant to me in the same manner a fifth time with an open letter in his 
hand. In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Gashmu says, that you and the 
Jews are planning to rebel; therefore you are rebuilding the wall. And you are to be their king, 
according to these reports.  

  

“You have also appointed prophets to proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, ‘A king is in 
Judah!’ And now it will be reported to the king according to these reports. So come now, let us 
take counsel together.”  

  

Then I sent a message to him saying, “Such things as you are saying have not been done, but you 
are inventing them in your own mind.” For all of them were trying to frighten us, thinking, 
“They will become discouraged with the work and it will not be done.” But now, O God, 
strengthen my hands. 

  

• Pray for discernment & God's big picture in dealing with discouraging news 

• Pray to God to strengthen our hands when dealing with discouragement & lies. 
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