
Well, 
COVID 
Christmas 
is upon 

us.  What does            
celebrating the birth of 
our Lord and Savior look 
like this year?  As one of 
my favorite Christmas 
songs by Ray Charles 
goes: 
 

 "Christmas is the time of 
year, For being with the 
one's we love,           
Sharing so much joy and 
cheer,                         
What a wonderful      
feelin’,                        
Watching the one's we 
love,                             
Having so much fun." 
(from:  The Spirit of Christmas) 
 

Well COVID has put a 
stop to all those things.   
It is hard to have holiday 
cheer and to be merry 
when we can’t really  
celebrate together, we 
can’t visit one another, 
or we can’t really do 
much.   
So, what do we do to 
celebrate the birth of 
Christ this year?   
How about if we focus 
on what should be most 
important during this 

holiday season ...   
The birth of our Savior.   
We should spend time 
reflecting on what that 
means for each and  
every one of us.           
We should let the     
enormity of God in the 
flesh come to dwell 
among creation.   
He did not do it just for 
fun, but for a purpose 
that is beyond what we 
could accomplish on our 
own.   
This season we will not 
have as much hustle and 
bustle.  We will not have 
as many parties,          
celebrations, or even 
services.  Distraction is 
set aside, and so we all 
have a choice to make: 
will we draw close to 
Christ in the season we 
celebrate His birth, or 
will we once again find a 
way to be distracted and 
let business rule our 
lives?   
 In COVID Christmas we 
can feel like the lyrics to 
the Song “I Heard the 
Bells On Christmas 
Day”:  
 
"And in despair I bowed 
my head, There is no 

peace on earth I 
said, For hate is strong 
and mocks the song, Of 
peace on earth, good 
will to men." 

I pray you take this time 
to draw close to Christ 
and to focus on what is 
most important.    
Remember as 1 John 3 
says, God has bestowed 
a great love upon us, He 
made us His children, He 
made us heirs of Christ.  
Let us be in awe of His 
glorious gifts to us this 
Christmas season.  Know 
that peace on earth 
does exist in the form of 
Jesus Christ the Savior of 
the world.     
 

Remember His Steadfast 
Love and Faithfulness,  

Pastor Jeremy Ventresca 

From the Pastor 
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"God grant you the light in Christmas, which is faith; 

the warmth of Christmas, which is love; 

the radiance of Christmas, which is purity; 

the righteousness of Christmas, which is justice; 

the belief in Christmas, which is truth; 

the all of Christmas, which is Christ."  



“The church that prays together 
learns together, is  prepared      
together, grows   together, and 
stays together. At the end of the 
day, we can learn from a praying 
early church that prayer is a means 
towards keeping covenantal    
faithfulness, which means that 
prayer is a means to keeping our 
“’saltiness.’”   Doug Van Meter 

 
 “For everyone will be salted with 
fire. Salt is good; but if the salt be-
comes unsalty, with what will 
you make it salty again? Have salt 
in  yourselves, and be at peace with 
one another.”   Mark 9:49–50. 

Let us therefore be churches that 
commit to praying  together. 

 

Please join us on Monday nights at 
7:00 pm on ZOOM for an hour of    
fellowship and prayer. 

Prayer Meeting 
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Un-comfort Zone 
By Terry Brown 

Calling 2020 a crazy year is  

calling Mt Everest a mole hill. 

We have been shaken side to 

side, up, down, and every which 

way. The disruption and chaos 

caused us to have to really reach 

“outside the box” to find ways to 

cope with closed stores, places of 

employment, restaurants,     

markets, nail shops, barbers, 

churches.  

Masks this week, closed next 

week, closed schools, work 

layoffs, uncertainty is the       

byword of 2020. We don’t do well 

with uncertainty. It brings about 

anxiety, stress, a lurking sense 

of foreboding and fear.  

Piled on all this is the specter of 

an unknown pathogen that may 

or may not be a killer. Politics 

ended up being another stressor;  

And perhaps the worst part of 

all this is that no one really 

knew how lethal the virus is. 

What to do, what to do? 

`Bout 2000 years ago, plus or 

minus, another world-wide     

disruption took place: Augustus, 

Caesar of Rome, called for a  

census to be taken of all the   

inhabited earth. Every human in 

the empire was required to drop 

everything they were doing and 

proceed to their birthplace in 

order to accomplish it. Imagine 

the empire wide disruption this 

caused; all commerce ground to 

a halt, the armies disbanded 

temporarily, millions of live 

stopped everything to go to the 

place of their birth to be enrolled 

in the census. Crazy! Disruptive! 

Jarring! 

Except… 

God had a purpose in all 

this.   In fact, He probably 

brought it all about for the 

sole    purpose of fulfilling      

prophecy by having His Son, 

at the time in Mary’s womb 

in Nazareth, down the 60 or 

70 miles to Bethlehem in 

order that the prophecy of          

Micah 5:2 would be fulfilled: 
 

“But as for you, Bethlehem 

Ephrathah, too little to be 

among the clans of Judah, 

From you One will go forth 

for Me to be ruler in Israel. 

His goings forth are from 

long ago, From the days of      

eternity.” 
 

God has no problem          

disrupting the world so His 

will is accomplished. It is 

quite possible He put the 

idea of a census into         

Augustus’ mind:  
 

The king’s heart is like      

channels of water in the 

hand of the LORD; He turns 

it    wherever He wishes. –        

Proverbs 21:1 
 

God is NOT interested in our 

comfort. Oh no. If He has no   

hesitation disrupting an   

entire empire to fulfill one 

line of  prophecy, do you 

think for a moment He 

might  allow a disruption 

into our world to get       

complacent, comfortable 

churches into fulfilling their  

mission of making disciples 

of all the nations? I suspect 

not.  

And we have. Because we 

were forced to closed our 

doors and go online,          

Facebook & Zoom, we have 

multiplied the numbers of 

people who have received 

the message of the Gospel, 

something we were planning 

on   doing “someday,” but not 

right now. This virus business 

sped up that effort, and as a 

result, we have increased our 

reach up to ten-fold using 

these   platforms, and a bit of        

technology & elbow grease. 

Next month, we’ll look into 

how your faithful support 

made that happen, along with 

some of the magic of how it all 

happens. It’s a great story... 

Until then, continue praying 

that our  message gets out, and 

hearts are won for Christ.  



I have really enjoyed being able to 

share with you these past 9 

months.  It all started as a thought 

on how to share a  women’s Bible 

study and then morphed into how 

to stay in touch during this time of 

Quarantine; and I guess it kind of 

snow balled from there.   

Isn’t it interesting how God does 

that; takes your original plan and 

then changes it to fit His? 

Anyway, my year long Bible Study 

has now drawn to an end.  If you 

have enjoyed the time we have 

spent together, I’m really glad, 

and hope that maybe some of the 

words touched your heart. I’ve 

received email from many of 

you , thank you. 

I’m not sure what is next.  

Guess I’ll just wait and see 

what He has in mind - besides, 

He will only adjust what I plan 

anyway, right?  LOL! 

 

God is good ... Always! 

-Candii 

Morning Moments 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

Well over 100 years ago, a single missionary named Lottie Moon, while serving in China, 

began writing letters challenging the American church to send and support more workers to 

go there. As a result of her relentless dedication to preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the 

Women’s Missionary Union named an annual Christmas offering after Lottie Moon. The Lottie 

Moon Christmas Offering  is unique from other mission offerings in that 100% of gifts, provide 

for missionaries all over the world.  With the funding that they receive, missionaries are able 

to plant churches and spread the Gospel to unreached people in unreached places.   

North Morro Church will be participating in the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering this year, 

and if you would like to give to this very deserving fund, please place your donation in one of 

our church envelopes, write “Lottie Moon” on the outside and place it in our offering box. 

Thank you 

“Why should we not ... Do something that will 

prove that we are really in earnest in claiming to be 

followers of Him who, though He was rich, for 

our sake became poor.”  

Lottie Moon September 5, 1887  Tungchow, China 



First Baptist Church 

‘Twas The Night Before  

Christmas By Clement 

Clarke Moore:   ‘Twas the 

night before Christmas, when 

all through the house, Not a 

creature was stirring, not 

even a mouse; The stockings 

were hung by the chimney 

with care, In hopes that St. 

Nicholas soon would be there. 

“In hopes that St. Nicholas 

soon would be there.”  

Hope is the one thing that 

can keep us moving forward. 

The Hope candle is the first 

candle we light as we begin 

the      Advent season. Hope 

is more than wishful 

thinking, it is the confident 

expectation that when God 

has given us His word, He is 

faithful to fulfill His 

promises.  

I think this has been a year 

of wishful thinking in my life. 

When this pandemic shut 

down churches, offices,        

restaurants, and so much of 

the economy, I wished it 

would just go away. (Wishful     

thinking.) When John Boitel 

told me the shutdown would 

change things and the fact 

that it was not going away 

anytime soon, I just thought, 

John was wrong. (Wishful 

thinking.) When the covid 

numbers     allowed for some 

reopening and the churches 

could once again have inside 

services, even if only at 

twenty-five percent, I wished 

we would soon be in the third 

tier and we could be open at 

fifty percent. (Wishful 

thinking.)  

So where does our hope come 

from that keeps us looking  

forward in stressful times, and 

not just live in wishful     

thinking? Our hope is still 

based on Jesus and His  

faithfulness to be with us 

through whatever we face. 

When He promised us His 

peace, He promised it would 

still be there in our hurt, 

heartache and fear. Jesus said, 

"Peace I leave with you; My 

peace I give to you; not as the 

world gives do I give to you. Do 

not let your heart be troubled, 

nor let it be fearful.” (John 14:17 

NASU)  

Through the years we’ve come 

to realize that peace is not the 

absence of conflict, but God’s 

presence in the midst of the 

storm. Many have faced    

financial struggles, family 

conflicts, marital problems, loss 

of work, health issues, death of 

a loved one, plans cancelled or 

postponed and much more, yet 

God’s peace has still broken 

through the dark clouds and 

brought peace of mind. Jesus 

not only offered us peace, but 

Jesus has promised us joy, His 

joy. "These things I have spoken 

to you so that My joy may be in 

you, and that your joy may be 

made full.” (John 15:11 NASU)  

As we learn obedience to the 

Father’s will, we will have 

gladness of heart, or as one 

writer expressed the thought, “a 

dance within the heart.” (UBS 

Handbook) I am not sure how 

many times I have felt my heart 

dancing this year, fluttering 

yes, dancing no. But that is  

because I was engaging in 

wishful thinking and not 

learning to be obedient to what 

God was allowing and not what 

I wanted. In Hebrews 12 we 

find these words, “Therefore, 

since we have so great a cloud 

of witnesses surrounding us, 

let us also lay aside every 

encumbrance and the sin 

which so easily entangles us, 

and let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, 

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 

author and perfecter of faith, 

who for the joy set before Him 

endured the cross, despising 

the shame, and has sat down 

at the right hand of the throne 

of God.” (Hebrews 12:1-2 

NASU)  

Did you catch that little 

phrase, “who for the joy set 

before Him endured the cross”? 

Joy and the cross just do not 

seem to fit in the same 

sentence. How could Jesus 

have joy in the midst of the 

cross? By focusing on the fact 

that His Father was still with 

Him and was going to be there 

waiting for Him at the 

resurrection. We too find joy 

by looking beyond our       

present circumstance and 

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 

author and finisher of our 

faith. When all we see is the 

current pain and not the   

present grace and future 

promises still waiting to    

unfold, we might face the 

danger of losing our hope. But 

when we know that God is still 

at work in the         suffering, 

and that even    suffering has 

its place in our lives, then our 

faith will be increased and His 

joy in us becomes complete. 

This has been a tough year, 

but don’t let the worries of the 

world choke out the peace and 

joy Jesus offers. Don’t allow 

fear to control your life, but 

live in faith that God is still 

present.  

Merry Christmas, I Love You, 

Pastor Bob  

Pastor Bob Tubbs 



register there; just so he could 

see how many subjects he really 

had in his kingdom.  You’ve got 

to be kidding!  Now?! 

We’ve heard the story so many 

times, but let’s get a real picture 

of what was happening.  First of 

all, this was a King’s decree.  

Everybody had to do it.  That 

probably meant that there was 

noise and chaos just about     

everywhere you turned and some 

things might have had to shut 

down for a while.   

So, I was thinking …  

*The only shops that would be 

open in your town would be of 

those who were born there and 

they would be crowded with long 

lines of people wanting to buy 

supplies for their journey as well 

as people who had arrived from 

other areas in order to register.   

*all of the inns in your town 

would be filled to overflowing.   

*The area around it would be 

covered in tents and animals and 

people who are all camping there 

because there would be no place 

in town for them to sleep.   

*The streets would be so    

crowded with people that you 

could barely find space to walk 

down them. 

*There might not be any law  

enforcement in your town if the 

ones you had weren’t born there.  

And if there was someone there, 

he would have his hands full just 

trying to keep the peace.  

*And, if you had to leave in order 

to register, who would watch 

your place for you while you 

were gone? 

And in the middle of all this, 

Mary and Joseph – a newly  

married couple who were soon to 

be parents – had to pack up all 

they could and travel 90 miles to 

Bethlehem in order for 

Joseph to register there.   

Nowadays 90 miles is 

about an hour and a half 

by car… but then, most 

travel was done on foot.  It 

would take them well over 

a week to get 90 miles and 

there was no way Mary 

was in any condition to 

walk that far.  So Joseph 

had to find a way to not 

only provide a better way 

for her to travel but also a 

way to carry all that they 

would need for the trip 

plus for the birth of their 

son.  I can only imagine 

how overwhelming it was 

to them.   But they did it.  

They followed God’s plan 

and it all turned out      

perfectly. 

So, yes, Christmas is a lot 

of work; and it does take 

some planning and effort 

on our part – but the real 

reason for the celebration 

isn’t about  the decorating 

or the presents.  It’s not 

even about the Christmas 

carols we sing or the 

Christmas dinner we share 

with family and friends. 

That’s not what Christmas 

is all about. 

 

  It’s about a small child 

that was born in a humble 

stable -  who was destined 

to become the Savior of the 

world.   

 

 

the real 

“reason for the Season” 

Can you believe it?  Christmas is 

coming!  And with it all the bells 

and bows and lights.  The hustle 

and bustle of shoppers (oh wait, 

maybe not so much … since some 

of us are still on a “quasi” 

lockdown).   

Have you been looking forward 

to this as much as I have? 

Yeah, I can hear some of you 

now.  You’re saying that:  ‘it’s all 

so much work … getting a tree 

and putting up decorations; and 

then before you know it, you have 

to take it all down again.  And 

the shopping for presents!  So 

much effort and planning that 

has to go into it all and what 

happens? On Christmas Day in 

one hour (or maybe a lot less) it’s 

all over.  All that’s left is the 

clean up.  It’s exhausting to even 

think about!’ 

Okay, I admit that it’s a lot of 

preparation and so much      

planning that has to go into it, 

but … it’s Christmas!   

I was reading an advent blog the 

other day about the Bethlehem 

candle and one of the things the 

author pointed out made me 

think.   

Mary was pregnant and just 

about ready to give birth.  She 

and Joseph were absolutely    

engulfed in preparations to get 

ready for their child to be born.  

And just as they thought they 

had a handle on things, the King 

throws a monkey wrench into 

their plans… a world-wide     

census.   

He had decided that this was the 

absolute perfect time for         

everyone to just stop what 

they’re doing and travel to   

wherever they were born and 

The Reason for the Season 

esus 

Candii Sargent 



Weekly Events 
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Julie Sears Colligan  Dec 9th 

Holly Brown   Dec 14th 

Heather Raithel  Dec 16th 

Beebi Mathys   Dec 25th 

Vivian Langel   Dec 30th 

Praise Team Practice -  Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 

    Fridays at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Worship Service -   Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Prayer Meeting -   Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 

    ZOOM only 

 

Community Group Study Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Monthly Events 

Vets Hall Meal Prep  2nd Sunday of the month 

    After church 

Vets Hall Serve  2nd Monday of the month 

    3:00 p.m. Morro Bay Vets Hall 

Tellers Count   1st and 3rd Sundays 

    After Church 

Happy Anniversary 
Pam and Don Ventresca Dec 19th 

Candii and Dick Sargent Dec 29th 

Office Hours: 

Office hours have been tempo-

rarily  suspended.  Please con-

tact                 Pastor Jeremy if 

you have any         questions ei-

ther through Gmail or our web-

site. 

 

 

How to contact us: 

Phone Number:      805-772-2466 

Website:                   www.northmorro.church 

Email:                      northmorro.church@gmail.com 

Facebook:                North Morro Church 

Address:                   330 Panay Street 

                       Morro Bay, CA 93442 

Office Hours: 

Office hours have been         

temporarily  suspended.   

Please contact  Pastor Jeremy 

if you have any  questions      

either through email or our 

website. 

 

 

How to contact us: 

Phone Number:      805-772-2466 

Website:                   www.northmorro.church 

Email:                      northmorrochurch@gmail.com 

Facebook:                North Morro Church 

Address:                   330 Panay Street 

                       Morro Bay, CA 93442 

ALSO: 

Christmas Eve Service     December 24th  6:00 pm 

       First Baptist Church of Los Osos 



    December 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

LOVE 

JOY 

PEACE 

CHRIST 

Christmas Eve 

Newsletter articles are due this week!! 

1 2 

Tellers: 

Candii and 

Pam 

Vets Hall Prep 

after church 
Vets Hall 

Serve  3-5 pm 

Prayer Meeting 

Prayer Meeting 

Prayer Meeting 

Prayer Meeting 

Community 

Group Bible 

Study 

Community 

Group Bible 

Study 

Community 

Group Bible 

Study 

Praise Team 

Practice 

Praise Team 

Practice 

Praise Team 

Practice 

Tellers: Pam 

and Jeff 


