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Membership 
What is Membership? 

Membership is a privilege.   We at NMC are congregationalists; meaning:  
“Congregationalism presents a picture of each local church governing its own affairs, under 
the lordship of Christ, and living out what it means to be the full manifestation of the one, 
true, heavenly, eschatological church.”  Therefore, the church members have the final say on 1

how money is spent, naming or appointing the pastors, the leadership teams, the deacons, 
and other business of the church under Jesus as the head of the church.  At NMC, we believe 
this is the most biblical way for church government.  We believe that, “all humanity was 
originally called to “govern,” but now the task falls to members of the new covenant.  In other 
words, it involves the entire community, not just a few within the community.  Everyone is 
involved in this image-bearing work of ruling, judging, and putting all things under our feet 
as we live under the lordship of Christ, the pioneer, champion, and trailblazer of our 
salvation.”   As one can see, membership is a great privilege.  2

 Mark Dever and Jonathan Leeman, Baptist Foundations:  Government for an Anti-Institutional Age (Nashville, TN: B & 1

H Publishing Group, 2015), 63. 

 Mark Dever and Jonathan Leeman, 67.2
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What should an NMC Member Do/Be? 

Membership is also a right to those who qualify.  How does one qualify for membership? 

First and foremost, to qualify for membership, a person has to be a believer, lover, follower, 
and servant of Jesus Christ, God’s one and only Son who is also one of the three persons that 
is the one and true God.  “The true church member must know the work of God’s grace in his 
or her own soul.”   This grace and working in the person’s heart is called conversion.  3

“Conversion is the radical turn from an enslaved life of pursuing sin to a free life of pursuing 
and worshiping God.  Conversion is a change of life, not merely a decision.”  4

A person who qualifies for membership needs to be a learner.  They need to learn all they can 
about the one they serve.  They need to not get comfortable with the things they know and 
continue to build their knowledge of who God is and continue to understand the gospel 
more and more.   

A person who qualifies for membership knows and is immersed in the gospel.  “The gospel 
distinguishes the church from the world, defines her message and mission in the world, and 
steels her people against the fiery darts of the evil one and  the false allurements of sin.”   At 5

NMC we want members whose, “aim is to understand the gospel so deeply, so intimately, it 
animates every area of our lives.”   “We want the gospel central to our communication with 6

others, central to how we encourage and correct, central to individual career and relationship 
decisions, central to the decisions the church makes corporately, and central to all our habits 
of life.”  7

At NMC we are passionate about evangelism(sharing the gospel).  A person who qualifies for 
membership is passionate about evangelism;  the want and look for gospel opportunities to 
share with the lost.  This person will put themselves in places where they can interact with 
non-believers in hopes to share the good news of Jesus Christ with them.   

 Tahiti M. Anyabwile,  What is a Healthy Church Member?  (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2008), 48.3

 Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 49.4

 Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 39.5

 Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 42.6

 Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 43.7
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A person who qualifies to be a member at NMC is a committed member.  They are committed 
in attendance:  Heb. 10:24-25.  They are committed to the peace of the church:  Rom. 14:19.  
They build others up.  “The one consistent purpose or goal of the public meeting of the 
church is mutual edification, building each other up in the faith (1 Cor. 12, 14; Eph. 4:11-16).  
A healthy and committed member comes to serve, not to be served.”   Mark 10:45.  They are 8

committed in supporting the ministry with their time, finances, and talents.   

A person who qualifies to be a member at NMC supports church discipline.  “Where there is 
no order there will likely be little in the environment that sustains and nourishes.  Life needs to 
be ordered.”   “Discipline and disciple share the same Latin root and are tied closely to the 9

idea of education and order.  The disciple is a student, one who participates in a certain 
discipline, who learns a profession, or who masters a body of thought.”   We will exercise 10

discipline based on Matthew 18:15-20.   

A person who qualifies to be an NMC member is someone who prays.  Prayer is powerful and  
is necessary.  John Piper calls prayer a wartime walkie-talkie.  We have access to God through 
our wartime walkie-talkie.  We are all at war in ourselves and for souls.  Therefore, prayer 
needs to be a part of our daily discipline:  1 Thess. 5:17. 

A person who qualifies to be an NMC member understands and agrees with the vision, 
purpose, mission, core values,  and core principles of NMC.   

 Tahiti M. Anyabwile,  What is a Healthy Church Member?  (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2008), 68.8

  Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 73.9

  Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 74.10
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NMC Stands On 
The Gospel 

“The gospel distinguishes the church from the world, defines her message and mission in the 
world, and steels her people against the fiery darts of the evil one and the false allurements 
of sin.”   NMC members will strive to know the gospel, preach the gospel, live by the gospel, 11

and communicate the gospel.   

How do we define the gospel?  Thabiti Anyabwile defines the gospel as:  “The gospel of 
Jesus Christ is literally “good news.”  As news it contains statements of fact and truths derived 
from those facts.  As good news the gospel holds out hope based upon promises of God and 
grounded in the historical facts and truths that vindicate those promises.  The gospel, or good 
news of Jesus Christ, is that God the Father, who is holy and righteous in all his ways, is angry 
with sinners and will punish sin.  Man, who disobeys the rule of God, is alienated from the 
love of God and is in danger of an eternal and agonizing condemnation at the hands of God.  
But God, who is also rich in mercy, because of his great love, sent his eternal Son born by the 
Virgin Mary, to die as a ransom and substitute for the sins of rebellious people.  And now, 
through the perfect obedience of  the Son of God and his willing death on the cross as 
payment for our sins, all who repent and believe in Jesus Christ, following him as Savior and 
Lord, will be saved from the wrath of God to come, be declared just in his sight, have eternal 
life, and receive the Spirit of God as a foretaste of the glories of heaven with God himself.”  12

Jesus 
“Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, 
taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself 
completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored the divine law by His personal 
obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for the 

 Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 39.11

  Tahiti M. Anyabwile, 40-41.12
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redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and 
appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He 
ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One 
Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between God 
and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and to consummate His 
redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever present Lord. 

Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 
14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 
1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; 
Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 
Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; 
Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 
4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 
9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; 
Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.”  13

The Word 
“The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to 
man. It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, 
and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and 
trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will remain 
to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by 
which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All Scripture is a 
testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation. 

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; 
Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; 
John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 
Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.”  14

 Southern Baptist Convention, “Baptist Faith and Message, 2000,” Statement of Faith, http://www.sbc.net/bfm/13

default.asp (accessed August 12, 2015).

 Southern Baptist Convention, “Baptist Faith and Message, 2000,” Statement of Faith, http://www.sbc.net/bfm/14

default.asp (accessed August 12, 2015).
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Flexibility 

At NMC, we are a church that wants and needs to be flexible.  We need members who are 
going to be flexible from the start and throughout the life of the church.  NMC members need 
to be flexible in the fact that as a new church plant, we are not going to have everything 
figured out.  We are not going to have every program that a large established church will 
have.  We will have awesome opportunities to come along side God in this church plant and 
work for God building the body of Christ.  We will have the opportunity to serve and see the 
vision unfold watching and being a part of the amazing work God will do.   

To understand further what we mean by flexibility, we need to look at two words.  The words 
are conviction and preference.  It is great to have convictions and preferences and we should 
have both of these. Sometimes we try to have other people live by our convictions and our 
preferences when those might not be their convictions or preferences.  At NMC we recognize 
sin as sin, but a person can have a conviction that they feel is important to them.  It may not 
be important to someone else and it still may not be sin.  Sometimes we try to put our 
preferences and our convictions on someone who does not share them.  At NMC, we want to 
be flexible in our preferences.  Preferences can be the color of the walls, the type of 
instruments played in service, the type of music in service, the Bible translation used, and 
many more. 
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The Statements 
Vision 

NMC will become a community of followers of Jesus covenanting 
together to be a family sharing the good news of Jesus with non-
followers of Jesus, living as the Bible has called and living to glorify God 
with every piece of us. 

Mission  

North Morro Church will be a viable, autonomous, healthy church in 
Morro Bay, California reaching the community that the church is in as well 
as the cities of Morro Bay and Cayucos. 

Purpose 

North Morro Church will become a viable, autonomous church by 
focusing on evangelism by relationship, discipleship of new converts, 
discipleship of followers of Jesus Christ, preaching the word of God, 
serving the community, and building real and true relationships. 
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Core Values/Principles 
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Values Principles 

Authenticity 

Service 

Relationships 

Learning 

Community

Be a community and a family that covenants together 
 

Share the gospel with non-believers 
 

Live as the Bible has called followers of Jesus Christ to do 
 

Glorify God in all that we do with every piece of us 

Worship God as he deserves to be worshiped 
 

Disciple believers at all levels of their faith so growth never ceases 
 

Serve the community, serve each other, serve other churches 
 

Be dedicated to mission work world wide



The Roots 
Evangelism 
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Evangelism Plan

Radical

Community Based Go to the community and have a presence in our cities.  Be present at community events 
that are held throughout the year. Acts 17

Neighborhood 
Based

Go to the neighborhood around our church and build relationships with the people there.  
Then share the gospel with them and invite them to church. 

Prov.  14:21                        
53% of Americans are open to 

door to door invitations to 
church.                                 

namb.net    Home > Tools > Missional Research > Research 
Reports > 53 Percent of Americans are Open to Door-To-Door 

Invitations to Churches

Radical/Responsible Neighbor Based Go to your neighbors around your house and build a relationship with them.  Then share 
the gospel and invite them to church. Romans 13:8-10, Prov. 14:21

Responsible 

Interest Based
What interests do you have?  Get involved in a group that has to do with your interests and 
find ways to share the gospel in those groups.  If you like golf get involved in a golf league 

and share Christ with your partners.
1 Peter 4:10, 1 Cor. 12:4-6, Ex. 

35:10

Event Based Have an event at the church.  Invite people to the church to be at the event.  Then at the 
event, church members will share the gospel with those who come.  

The study, which looked at 
results from 3,200 Southern 
Baptist churches, found that 

two-thirds of the congregations 
that were most effective at 
sharing the gospel do so 

through a combination of event 
and relationship-based 

evangelism strategy. Ministry News 
Today-Published on Tuesday, 13 July 2010 10:25

Written by Marcus Yoars 

Community Group 
Based

Being a part of a community group and being involved in that group.  Then looking for 
people to build relationships with to invite them to community group.   

Intentional Based
Be intentional about going to lunch at the same place at the same time and sitting in the 
same service person’s section.  Build a relationship with your plumber, waiter, waitress, 

hair stylist, grocery clerk, etc.  Be intentional with the same person and getting to know that 
person so that you can share the gospel with them and invite them to church. 

Ecc. 9:10, Col. 3:1, Rom. 12:1 

Church Growth Identified
How Churches 

Grow What does it Mean

Organic Growth by increasing families through child birth.  

Transfer Growth by having people transfer from a church to your church.

Conversion Growth by leading people to the Lord and having them become members of your church.  

Return Growth by having people who have fallen away from the church for one reason or another come back to the church and become active members 
of your church.  



Community Group 

Community groups help people find belonging in the church. Often times in a church with 
community groups you will hear someone say "my community group…" Community groups 
help members have ownership and are a place where they can find belonging.   

Community groups are also a place where the Bible is taught. This will be a Bible study time. 
Community groups are also for fellowship. They are a time to get together with members of 
the church other than Sundays. Community group time is a time to build relationships with 
your brothers and sisters in Christ: not just a surface relationship but a meaningful worthwhile 
relationship with other believers. Its purpose is to become friends and eventually become the 
family (community) that God wants us to be.   

Community group is a place to invite friends and show those friends the love of Christ. 
Community groups help you grow in the knowledge of God as well. By being in close 
relationship with other believers, you will get to see God work in other peoples' lives; 
constantly reminding you that God is powerful and He is at work. These groups are a time and 
a place to also serve others. We get to come together to care and serve one another. Most 
importantly, the purpose of community groups is to glorify God.   

In doing all of the things listed above, we glorify God. Therefore, the true purpose of 
community groups is to glorify God. 

Discipleship 
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Leadership 
Pastor/*Deacons

Page �14

Discipleship Plan

One with 
One

PT
Spiritually Mature 

Saint with a 
Spiritually Immature 

Saint 

This is a mature believer who invests in a spiritually 
immature believer's life.  This investment is not only 

spiritual but also an investment in the immature 
believer's personal life.

1, Tim. 4:6-8,1 Tim. 
1:2, 2 Tim. 3:10-11, 
Phil. 2:20-22, 2 Tim. 

2:1-3

Iron
Spiritually Mature 

Saint with a 
Spiritually Mature 

Saint

This is a mature believer who invests with another 
mature believer to challenge one another in areas of 

their spiritual walk that is weak.  Each person must be 
strong in the area that the other person in weak, so 
both can be discipled by the other in areas of their 

walk.  

Gal. 2:11-21, 
Prov.27:17

One with 
Small 
Group

Focus
Spiritually 

Experienced Saint 
with Spiritually Less 
Experienced Saints 

This is a mature believer working with a group of less 
experienced believers to disciple them.  This can be 

done to potentially develop leaders, by providing  
training in areas that less experience saints need, 

also in providing training a group of less experienced 
believers in strengthening their gifts.  

Matt. 17:1, Mark 9:2, 
Matt. 26:37-38

One with 
Larger 
Small 
Group 

The 12 

Spiritually 
Experienced Saint 

with Other Spiritually 
Experienced or Less 
Experienced Saints  

This is community group meetings or bible studies.
Matt. 11:1, Luke 
11:1-13, Matt. 

21:6-7, Matt. 5-7, 


