
Christmas is a Promise

Scripture Reading: Advent Week 2 My Notes:

Ps. 89:1-4                                               
A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.

1I will sing of the lovingkindness of the 
Lord forever;
To all generations I will make known 
Your faithfulness with my mouth. 
2For I have said, “Lovingkindness will 
be built up forever;
In the heavens You will establish Your 
faithfulness.” 

Here is a good resolution; singing of God’s lovingkindness or mercies 
FOREVER.  His dealing with us are full of lovingkindness and mercy.  The 
best way we can see how God feels about humanity is by looking at His 
loyal-love shown through regeneration.  God loves us and He has sown us 
on a regular basis through the fact that; READ: Rom. 5:8, “8But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. Romans 5:8 NASB.”  Even when we accept Him He still 
loves us when we turn from Him to sin and  side with His enemy instead 
of Him, His loves is still loyal to us in the form of His grace. READ: Eph. 
2:4-5, “4But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with 
which He loved us, 5even when we were dead in our transgressions, 
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 
Ephesians 2:4-5 NASB.”    

 We need to understand that God loves us with a loyal love.  God’s love 
for us is enduring.  It will never cease.  READ: Jeremiah 31:3, “The Lord 
appeared to him from afar, saying, “I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness. Jeremiah 31:3 
NASB.”

God loves His people with a loyal everlasting love.  READ: Heb. 13:5, 
“Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being 
content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert 
you, nor will I ever forsake you,” 6so that we confidently say, “The Lord 
is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What will man do to me?” Hebrews 
13:5-6 NASB.”  So we should sing, praise, shout, and constantly talk 
about the loyal, everlasting, lovingkindness of God forever.  It is that 
good that He loves us.  

 We see in these verses the Psalmist proclaiming God’s faithfulness to 
everyone.  He continues to say that God’s faithfulness is established by 
the heavens.  This is a Psalm of courage.  This is a Psalm of proclaiming 
God’s love and faithfulness loud and not caring who hears it.  God’s 
faithfulness is undefinable.  Nothing can choke it out or hold it down or 
prevent it.  The first indication of God’s faithfulness is that what God 
says He will do it.  His word is binding. READ:  Deut. 7:9, “Know 
therefore that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps 
His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with 
those who love Him and keep His commandments; Deuteronomy 7:9 
NASB.”  God keeps his word no matter what we do His word will be kept.  
READ: Matt. 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will 
not pass away.” Matt. 24:35. His word can be trusted and He will never 
fail to live up to His pledges.  He means the things that He speaks and 
their is a purpose behind what He says.  The second indication of God’s 
faithfulness is that He does not change.  His word that He proclaimed He 
accomplishes.  He continues to uphold all the things that He has 
promised He would.  God is consistent.  READ: Num. 23:19, ”God is not 
a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has 
He said, and will He not do it?  Or has He spoken, and will He not make it 
good?” Num. 23:19.
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So the rest of our time we will look at a promise that God made and 
kept.  We need to understand that God make no promise contrary to His 
character.  So if we look at the covenants or promises of God we see His 
character.  We see His attitude towards humanity.

3“I have made a covenant with My 
chosen;

The Psalmist is not in our time.  He is not on our side of the cross.  He 
does not know that Jesus came to set humanity free when he is writing 
this.  We see He is anticipating the time when mankind will be raised 
from spiritual ruin to spiritual life.  This is our security.  We are on the 
other side of this promise.  We have seen the Judge Himself signing our 
prisoner’s release.  We know that Jesus has come to pay our debt that 
was owned to the infinite Creator.  See we need to understand that 
Christmas is a promise.  It’s a promise of things to come.  READ: Rom. 
1:1-4, “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set 
apart for the gospel of God, 2which He promised beforehand through His 
prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3concerning His Son, who was born of a 
descendant of David according to the flesh, 4who was declared the Son 
of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the 
Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 1:1-4.”  

I have sworn to David My servant, God has promised from the time that humanity fell that He was going one 
day to reconcile humanity to Himself.  We see that throughout 
redemptive history God was working towards dwelling with Humanity 
once again as He did in the garden.  God swore to David that his line 
would as verse 4 says-READ VERSE 4

4I will establish your seed forever

And build up your throne to all 
generations.” Selah. 

READ: 2 Sam. 7:8,12, “8"Now therefore, thus you shall say to My servant 
David, 'Thus says the Lord of hosts, "I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep, to be ruler over My people Israel.”  V. 12—“12When 
your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up 
your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will 
establish his kingdom. 2 Sam. 7:8,12.”  God promised David that his line 
would rule.  As we see in the verse 4 of Psalm 89 God says forever David’s 
line would rule.  So as we think about Christ coming we need to see that 
Jesus fulfills God’s promise to David.  READ Luke 1:26-33, “26Now in the 
sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee 
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 28And 
coming in, he said to her, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 
29But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering 
what kind of salutation this was. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the 
Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33and He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” Luke 
1:26-33.”  Jesus is from David’s line and He will rule over the house of 
Jacob forever!!!  God was not kidding!  Jesus will rule for all eternity.  
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Those who saw Jesu as the Messiah called Him son of David, READ: Matt. 
15:22, “21Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of 
Tyre and Sidon. 22And a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
began to cry out, saying, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is cruelly demon-possessed.” Matt. 15:22.”  READ: Matt. 
20:29, “As they were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed Him. 30And 
two blind men sitting by the road, hearing that Jesus was passing by, 
cried out, "Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” Matt. 20:15.”  READ: 
Matt. 21:14-15, “14And the blind and the lame came to Him in the 
temple, and He healed them. 15But when the chief priests and the 
scribes saw the wonderful things that He had done, and the children who 
were shouting in the temple, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they became 
indignant 16and said to Him, "Do You hear what these children are 
saying?" And Jesus said to them, "Yes; have you never read, 'Out of the 
mouth of infants and nursing babies You have prepared praise for 
Yourself’?" Matt. 21:14-15.”  

It was 40 generations and about 2,000 year from Abraham to Jesus but 
what do we see ringing true throughout that time?  The promises of God 
come true.  God’s love does not hold back, READ:Deut. 7:7-8, ”The Lord 
did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in 
number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 
8but because the Lord loved you and kept the oath which He swore to 
your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt.” Deut. 7:7-8.  This is speaking of the Israelites being brought 
out of slavery from Egypt but we can see that God kept His oath which 
He has swore.  The Lords mighty hand is at work as He promised it would 
be.  He redeems us from the slavery of sin READ: Gal. 4:4-7, “4But when 
the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law, 5so that He might redeem those who were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6Because you are sons, 
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 
Father!" 7Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, 
then an heir through God.  

So what does this mean for us?  What is our response to all this? We need 
to be loyal in our love for God and for one another.  READ: Matt. 
22:34-39, “But when the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered themselves together. 35One of them, a lawyer, 
asked Him a question, testing Him, 36"Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?" 37And He said to him, " 'You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.' 38This is the great and foremost commandment. 39The 
second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Matt. 
22:34-39.

We need to be faithful to God.  READ:  Rev. 2:10, “Do not fear what you 
are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into 
prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten 
days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” Rev. 
2:10. 
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Psalms 89:1-4 NASB Lastly, we need to know and rely on the fact that God does what He says 
he will do.  This should be a  great comfort for us because in a world that 
is always changing God is unchanging and consistent.  
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