
Peace Now and Peace Then
Scripture: Micah 5:1-5

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

Advent: 

So for the advent this week we would look at peace.  
—As Jesus came to this world He brought peace.  
——Not only did He bring peace for the immediate but 
Jesus brought peace for eternity.  
———He brought peace for anyone and everyone who 
would believe in Him and accept Him as Lord of their 
life.  
————READ: Colossians 3:15 (NAS):  15 Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body; and be thankful.
————READ: John 14:27 (NAS): 27 “Peace I leave 
with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let 
it be fearful.
————READ: 2 Thessalonians 3:16 (NAS):  16 Now 
may the Lord of peace Himself continually grant you 
peace in every circumstance. The Lord be with you all!

Introduction:  

So today we will be looking into the peace that Jesus 
bring for the immediate and for the long term.  
—Much like many of the prophecy book of the Old 
Testament, Micah is warning the nation of Israel about 
their covenant braking actions.  
——Any time a prophet tells the nation of coming 
judgement there is also way a message of hope that 
follows.  
———So, Micah 4 tells about the hope in God and His 
plan for His people.  
————But that hope in God’s plan for His people is 
through a time of pain and exile so that restoration can 
happen.  
—————So, as we pick up in chapter 5 we will be 
looking not at the covenant braking process, or the exile, 
but the restorer.  
——————So as Stephen Um wrote, “What we find 
here (in chapter 5) in this section is a picture of the kind 
of restorer that God’s people actually need:  the kind of 
restorer that God is going to send in order to bring about 
restoration for his people.” 
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Passage Begins 

Micah 5:1–5 (NAS):  1 “Now muster yourselves in 
troops, daughter of troops;
They have laid siege against us;
With a rod they will smite the judge of Israel on the 
cheek.

I think that Israel would ask a lot of the same question 
that we in America will be asking soon:  Is God here?  Is 
He going to to do something about what is going on 
here?  Will He save us from this disaster that we are 
heading into?  
READ VERSE 1
—Often times when we are in the mist of the storm we 
start to doubt God and His plan.  
——We have to understand that God know what is 
happening to us in our lives.  
——He knows us, is near to us, and loves us no matter 
what it feels like to us.  
———Like we see in this passage here, God is aware 
that His people will be captured, exiled, and struggle but 
God will not abandon them in the mist of their struggle.  
————So to, will God be near us, know us, and love 
us no matter what it feels like.  

So what God is telling Israel is that they need to prepare 
themselves to defend the city but they are too weak to 
win.  
—Micah then informs them that the “judge” the ruler in 
Jerusalem will be humiliated.   
——Jerusalem is so weak that they cannot stop the 
attacks that will come their way.  
———I cannot help but think about how this is so similar 
to the situation of many Christians in the world today.  
————We are so small in number that we cannot stop 
the attacks that come our way.  
—————Also, that the world tries to humiliate us and 
belittle us.   
——————But just like for those Micah is talking to we 
need to understand as Stephen Um wrote, “Even in the 
moment of shame and utter humiliation, God 
sympathetic, to his predicament in this dire scenario.  
God understands.  He is present.  He know of their 
circumstances and conditions.”  He know of our 
circumstances and conditions as well.  
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The thing that we need to understand is that God is 
addressing the deepest problem.  
—What is Israel’s deepest problem?  
——It is not the Assyrians are going to lay siege to 
Jerusalem and that the ruler will be humiliated (that is a 
pretty big problem).   
———Their biggest problem is what our biggest 
problem is: Sin.  
————They just like us needed to find a way to be at 
peace with God.  
—————They just like us could not do that on our 
own.  
——————They and we need a restorer.  Um wrote, 
“God cares enough to see not just what his people say 
they need, but what they really, truly need.  He knows.  
He knows better than us.”  
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Let look at a biblical example of God know what is really 
need and addressing that need first.  
—READ: Luke 5:17–26 (NAS):  17 One day He was 
teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers 
of the law sitting there, who had come from every village 
of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem; and the 
power of the Lord was present for Him to perform 
healing. 18 And some men were carrying on a bed a 
man who was paralyzed; and they were trying to bring 
him in and to set him down in front of Him. 19 But not 
finding any way to bring him in because of the crowd, 
they went up on the roof and let him down through the 
tiles with his stretcher, into the middle of the crowd, in 
front of Jesus.  20 Seeing their faith, He said, “Friend, 
your sins are forgiven you.”  21 The scribes and the 
Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this man 
who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but 
God alone?”  22 But Jesus, aware of their reasonings, 
answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in 
your hearts?  23 “Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins have 
been forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?  24 
“But, so that you may know that the Son of Man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins,”—He said to the 
paralytic—“I say to you, get up, and pick up your 
stretcher and go home.”
 25 Immediately he got up before them, and picked up 
what he had been lying on, and went home glorifying 
God.  26 They were all struck with astonishment and 
began glorifying God; and they were filled with fear, 
saying, “We have seen remarkable things today.”
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The man on the matt came with physical need but Jesus 
addressed this man’s main problem which was his sin.  
—Jesus cared about this mans suffering and He cares 
about His pain.  
——Just like Jesus cares about our suffering and He 
cares about our pain.  
———But He know the main problem in our lives: sin.  
————So Jesus addresses the main problem in our 
lives first.  
—————This is why Jesus has come to be the 
restorer we all need.  
——————He offers restoration to all who will call Him 
Lord and savior.  

2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Too little to be among the clans of Judah,
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in 
Israel.
His goings forth are from long ago,
From the days of eternity.”
 3 Therefore He will give them up until the time
When she who is in labor has borne a child.
Then the remainder of His brethren
Will return to the sons of Israel.

So here is the famous Christmas verse.  
—This is prophecy points to Jesus coming in the flesh 
and dwelling among humanity to offer restoration, 
salvation, and peace.    
——Micah tells us that Bethlehem was of very little 
significance but would produce this restorer.  
———The passage tell us that: “His goings forth are 
from long ago, from the days of eternity.”  
————What is Micah telling us?  
—————That this restorer would be God Himself.  

Only 2 other places in the Old Testament does the same 
terminology be used.  
—READ: Habakkuk 1:12 (NAS):  12 Are You not from 
everlasting(or, of old), O Lord, my God, my Holy One? 
We will not die. You, O Lord, have appointed them to 
judge; And You, O Rock, have established them to 
correct.
—READ: Deuteronomy 33:27 (NAS): 27 “The 
eternal(or, of old) God is a dwelling place, And 
underneath are the everlasting arms;  And He drove out 
the enemy from before you, And said, ‘Destroy!’
——Micah describes the Messiah as God here in verse 
2.  
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But in verse 3 we see that God will allow His people to 
be in exile until the Messiah is born.  
—So, once again we see Jesus as God and as man 
described in prophecy about Him.  
——Stephen Um wrote this, “This is what’s so beautiful 
about our restorer.  If he is only humble, weak and near 
to us, then he can empathize with our feelings, but he 
can’t do anything to change or deliver us from our 
circumstances.  If he only has power and is of old, if he 
is magnificent and majestic, if he is the Lion of Judah, 
then he had the power to change our lives, but he 
seems uncaring and detached from us.  But what this 
passage is showing is that our restorer is both good and 
great.”  

———What Um was saying is that Jesus is God and 
humanity in one.  
————He has the power of God wrapped in the 
fragility of humanity.  
—————Jesus is both awesome in power but also the 
perfect sacrifice making Him the only restorer for the 
world.  
——————READ: 1 Peter 5:10–11 (ESV): And after 
you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself 
restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To 
him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 4 And He will arise and shepherd His flock
In the strength of the Lord,
In the majesty of the name of the Lord His God.
And they will remain,
Because at that time He will be great
To the ends of the earth.
 5 This One will be our peace.

So, we see now how Jesus will rule His people.  
—As Shepherd.  What does this mean?  
——This means that, He will provide for His peoples 
needs (not necessarily wants but needs), but He does it 
in the strength and name of God.  
———Jesus said, READ: John 10:14 (ESV): 14 I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me,
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————A shepherd lead His flock with gentleness and 
knew their needs.  
—————But the shepherd required the sheep to be 
submissive to Him.  
——————This is what Jesus calls us to be.  He calls 
us to be submissive to Him.  He does not call us to be 
be flawless or perfect but He does call us to follow Him.  
———————Are you submitting to Christ, allowing 
Him to shepherd you?  
————————Are you following Jesus or are you 
being lead astray by the things of the is world?  

Tim Keller said this in a sermon about the good 
shepherd, “Deep within our hearts we all long for a 
shepherd to come and care for our needs.  If and when 
we have problems, we want to know if there is anyone 
out there who is able to take care of us.  Is there 
someone out there who is going to make everything 
right?  Is there someone who is going to bring control in 
the mist fo all my chaos?”  
—We can look for that shepherd in money, in work, in a 
spouse, in tv, ourselves, or anything but all of those will 
disappoint us.  
——Jesus is the Good Shepherd that will guide us and 
take care of our true needs.  
———If we listen and submit to Jesus He: guides, He 
protects us, and He laid dow His life for us.  
————READ: Deuteronomy 33:12 (ESV):   “The 
beloved of the Lord dwells in safety. The High God 
surrounds him all day long, and dwells between his 
shoulders.” 
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So, Jesus came into the world to being us peace by 
being our Savior and mediator between us and God the 
Father.   
—So we have peace in the here and now if we have 
Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  
——But we also understand from these verse that Jesus 
will come a second time to be the King of the World.  
———When Jesus comes the second time He will fulfill 
all the promises that the prophets said He would.  
————READ: Isaiah 9:6–7 (ESV): 6  For to us a child 
is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7  Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of 
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth 
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do 
this. 

So, this Christmas trust in the Good Shepherd.  
—Trust in the peace bringer.  
—Trust in the Lion and the Lamb.  
—Trust the plan and purpose of God.  
—But, submit to Him in all you do.  It will not be easy but 
it will bring you peace.  
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