
Awesomeness
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

ADVENT READ: 

 Read: “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the 
glory of the Lord has risen upon you.”  Isaiah 60:1
 
Today is the third Sunday of Advent and we will not be 
lighting the third candle on our Advent Wreath.  This 
candle is called the Shepherd candle.  
 
Unlike the other candles, the Shepherd candle is pink, or 
rose, which represents Joy and is meant to remind us of 
the joy the shepherds felt when they heard the news that 
the Savior had been born.
 
Dr. Charles Stanley said this about the third candle of 
Advent:
 
“Today, we can rejoice in the incomparable blessing of 
living within the fulfillment of the promise the Lord gave 
the world through Isaiah thousands of years ago.” Dr. 
Charles Stanley
 
 
Let's always remember that Jesus entered our dark, 
broken world on the first Christmas long ago, in order to 
restore light, peace, and life.
 

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to understand from Colossians that 
Jesus is reason to be joyful.  
—Jesus coming to this earth helps us to understand His 
authority and plentifulness.  
——Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth. 
———Having Jesus is enough because Jesus is more 
than anything else.  
——These are reasons for joy in our lives.  
———So to continue with the untraditional Christmas 
test we well be in Colossians 1:15-20 today.   
————But I want us to get an understanding for the 
awesomeness of Jesus today.  See how great Jesus 
Christ is today.  
—————Paul will lay out the gloriousness of Jesus 
today.  Sit back and enjoy hearing about how awesome 
Jesus is.  
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Passage Begins 

Colossians 1:15–20 (NAS):  15 He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.

We start out with looking at the authority of Jesus.  
—How does Paul tell us that Jesus has all authority? 
——By telling us that Jesus is, “the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.”  
———So, lets break that down a bit.  
————When it says Christ is the image of the invisible 
God it is revealing that Jesus is the exact representation 
of God.  
—————David Garland wrote, “In Great 
philosophy.....The image has a share in the reality that it 
reveals and may be said to be the reality.  An image was 
not considered something distinct from the object it 
represented, like a facsimile or reproduction.”  
——————So Jesus illuminates God’s essence.   
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READ: Hebrews 1:3–4 (NAS):  3 And He is the 
radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His 
nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. 
When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become 
as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a 
more excellent name than they.
—Christ is the image of the invisible God which means 
that the unseen God becomes visible in Christ.  
——How do we know God?  Know Christ!!!
———We celebrate Christmas which is when the 
invisible God came down to earth and became visible.  
————This is why without Christ it is impossible to 
love God.  
—————READ: John 14:23–24 (NAS):  23 Jesus 
answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will 
keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our abode with him.
 24 “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; 
and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the 
Father’s who sent Me.
——————Garland wrote, “In Christ we see who God 
is—Creator and Redeemer; what God is like—a God of 
mercy and love; and what God does—one who sends 
his Son to rescue people from the dominion of darkness 
and brings about the reconciliation of all creation 
through his death on a cross.”
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Another claim that the passage make about Jesus 
authority is, “(Jesus) is the firstborn of all creation.”  
—This word firstborn means: existing first, existing 
before, having the birthright, or superior.”  
——If that does not say Jesus has authority, I don’t 
know what will.  
———But what does this mean?  
————Many people are fine with thinking that there is 
a great god or force out there that created all things.  
—————The Jewish nation accepts that as God and 
the pagan’s in Colossae would have believe it to be 
many god’s who did that work.  But...
—As Mark Meynell wrote, “The idea that this unique 
Creator actually spent time on earth would have baffled 
both groups.  Yet that is precisely what Paul insists had 
happened.”  

Jesus being call the firstborn of all creation means that 
Jesus will existed before creation, He is the inheritor of 
all creation, and He is superior to all creation.  
—This is the basis for the authority that Paul is ascribing 
to Jesus.  
——Paul then in the next 2 verse expands that authority 
fo Christ for us so that we can understand further who 
Jesus is.  
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 16 For by Him all things were created, both in the 
heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things have been created through Him and for Him.
 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together.

Paul expands Jesus authority with lists of things that 
were created by Him and the things Jesus holds 
together. 
—Paul wrote that everything; all things created were 
created by Christ.  
——What a staggering claim.  Nothing created was 
created outside Christ but all thing were created in 
Christ and so He has ownership rights over all things.  
———From the small terrifying microscopic to the 
enormity of the cosmos; it all is subject to Christ and is 
owned by Christ.   
————Wayne House wrote, “The location from whom 
all came into being and in whom all creation is 
contained,” is Christ.  
—————Abraham Kuyper wrote, “no single piece of 
our mental world is to be hermetically sealed off from the 
rest, and there is not a square inch in the whole domain 
of our human existence over which Christ, who is 
Sovereign over all does not cry: Mine!”
——————What does this tell us about Jesus 
authority?  He is concerned for every aspect of every life 
of every creature.  
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Not only is Jesus the source of all creation but He is also 
the one that holds all things together.  
—God does not simply create and forget about us but 
He created and continued to have active roles in each 
and every piece of creation.  
——Garland wrote, “Christ is more than the force that 
preserves the orderly arrangement of the cosmos; he is 
its rationale, its rhyme and reason.”  
———Nothing is self-sufficient in existence whether a 
person or thing acknowledges Christ or not; Jesus is still 
what sustains them.   
————Jesus’ authority described is such ways can 
only mean that Jesus is God.  
—————Thus we can make the assessment that 
Meynell make when he wrote, “Without him (Jesus), 
everything would revert to the nothingness and chaos 
that existed before God got to work in Genesis 1.  Jesus 
is at work all around us at every single moment.”   
———————READ: John 5:17 (NAS):  17 But He 
answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I 
Myself am working.”

 18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He 
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 
He Himself will come to have first place in 
everything.
 19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the 
fullness to dwell in Him,
 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to 
Himself, having made peace through the blood of 
His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven.

Understanding the great authority of Christ, Paul then 
points us to the fact that Jesus is more than enough.     
—If we have Christ we have everything.  
——You see, Jesus is how creation came to be, He is 
how creation is sustained, and He is how re-creation 
happens as well.  
————God made the everything in Christ and God will 
redeem in Christ as well.  
—————Garland wrote, “The image of the invisible 
God entered the plane of human experience in order to 
reconcile all things in heaven and on earth by means of 
his humiliating death.”  
———————As Jesus came and live the human life 
making Him more than enough to be head or lead the 
church, be the life of the church, the source of eternal 
life, the source of reconciliation (to restore our 
relationship) and peace.   
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In verses 18-20 what is pointed out about Christ is that 
He is supreme in all things.  
—He is the head of the church.  
——READ: Ephesians 1:22 (NAS):  22 And He put all 
things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as 
head over all things to the church,
——He holds the place of live as the head of the church.  
———Without the head the body would not live.  —
————READ: John 14:19–20 (NAS):  19 “After a little 
while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see 
Me; because I live, you will live also.  20 “In that day you 
will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in 
you.
—He is the fullness of God which God was pleased to 
dwell.  
——He is the full embodiment of God and God was 
pleased for Jesus to be so.  
———READ: Colossians 2:9–10 (NAS):  9 For in Him 
all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,10 and in 
Him you have been made complete, and He is the head 
over all rule and authority;
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—He is the firstborn of the dead. 
——Christ being the perfect sacrifice and God raise Him 
from the dead is the source of new life for anyone who 
would make Him Lord and savior of their lives.  —
———READ: Hebrews 9:11–12 (NAS):  11 But when 
Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to 
come, He entered through the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of 
this creation; 12 and not through the blood of goats and 
calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy 
place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.
—Through Christ and Christ alone does reconciliation to 
God happen.   
——READ: 2 Corinthians 5:17–19 (NAS):  17 
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; 
the old things passed away; behold, new things have 
come. 18 Now all these things are from God, who 
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation, 19 namely, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and He has committed to us 
the word of reconciliation.
—Christ is the way to peace with God.
——READ: John 14:27 (NAS):  27 “Peace I leave with 
you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I 
give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it 
be fearful.

Jesus has done these things by the blood of His cross.  
—Jesus though His sacrificial love is ruler of all things 
and in control of all things and will be more than enough 
for those that have a right understanding of who He truly 
is.  
——READ: John 15:13 (NAS):  13 “Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.
——READ: 1 John 3:16 (NAS):  16 We know love by 
this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to 
lay down our lives for the brethren.
———Jesus is more than enough for those that know 
Him as they should.  
————Is Jesus more than enough for you?  
—————What else do you need besides Jesus?  
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When we see Jesus as He truly is we will have Joy 
unexplainable.  
—Do we see Jesus for who He truly is?  
——Do we see Him as first among all things?  
———Do we see Him as great creator, sustainer, and 
re-creator?  
————READ: 1 Peter 1:6–9 (NAS):  6 In this you 
greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 
so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than 
gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, 
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 
the revelation of Jesus Christ; 8 and though you have 
not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see 
Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 obtaining as the 
outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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