
But God - Outline 
Thesis: God never leaves us in the lurch, and we must heed Him. 
  
Read intro. 
  
Stunning! I wouldn't a believed it if I hadn't seen it. Mind blowing. Jaw dropping! 
Epic! Celebrated ever since by the Jews. A colossal movie made about it filmed 
down near Santa Maria, even.  
  
Can you imagine walking through the Red Sea turned into the world's biggest 
aquarium. Sharks swimming up to you. . . Reminds me of when all the shark 
memes on social media came out. There's one where a huge great white swims up 
to diver in a shark cage and the it reads, "Oh no, a human trapped in a cage! Don't 
worry little buddy, I'll get you out! 
  
Or the meme where a mako with  jaws eye open asks "Do I have anything in my 
teeth?" 
  
Yes, sharks are misunderstood. 
  
And who made up that child's song, baby shark, doo doo doo doo doo baby shark.  
  
Ask yourself, do sharks have human week every year? 
  
Where do sharks go on vacation? Finland, of course.  
  
So after the Israelites cross the Red Sea and watch their enemies become shark 
chum, they break out in dancing, praising God, playing musical instruments, and 
celebrating their spectacular salvation from the Egyptian army by no other than 
God Almighty. That would burn into your memory banks, wouldn't it? 
  
Not so much. Which leads us to our Scripture this morning 
  
Exodus 15:22-24 
  
Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of 
Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. When they 
came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; 
therefore it was named Marah. So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, “What 
shall we drink?”  



  
-A lot of disagreement over where this route is, it makes more sense that the Red 
Sea crossing is just south of the entrance of the modern day Suez Canal, where the 
freighters tilt in glee! 
  
How did Moses know where to take the Israelites?  God told him. God wanted the 
Israelites to avoid Philistia and the Philistines. 
  
-Difficult for the Hebrews, as they God knew they wanted to avoid war and  go 
back to Egypt.  
 --At the same time He wanted to be glorified in the sight of Pharoah & his army 
(Exo 14:4) We don't always get the inside baseball, but here we do.  
  
The crossing was known to all the peoples of the region, 40 years after it later  
when the Israelites rolled up and marched in.  The people of Jericho freaked out. 
Rahab, whom by the way I refuse to call the harlot… Hey, she still carries that after 
what 3000+ years, so let's dial it back and call her, Rahab the hero. After all, she 
shows up in the faith hall of fame of Hebrews 11 (verse 31 for you note takers). I 
mean, do you?  
  
Psalm 106:13 speaks of not waiting for His counsel. Craving def: Desiring 
something but not willing to do anything constructive to get it. 
  
  
Proverbs 10:3, 21:26 on craving: The craver wants what he wants and is not willing 
to do anything about it except whine & caterwaul for his craving. The NLT of 
Psalm 106:14 is a good interpretation of all this.  
  
Testing God’s patience is abusing His most precious gift to humanity: Grace. 
  
  
  
On a side note, there's a lesson here: if you are in Christ, you are not your past. You 
are God's, a beloved child of God. If God is for you, who can be against you? 
  
Joshua 2:9-10 
(Rahab) said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that 
the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have 
melted away before you. “For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of 
the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt. . .  



  
God brought them into a harder situation in order that He would be glorified. So it 
stands to reason that when we're between a rock and a hard place, it may well be 
that God is looking to glorify Himself, and so we should learn to lean, learn to lean 
into trusting Him when the road gets rocky.  
  
Back to our narrative. Three days after the Red Sea crossing & aquarium, (get your 
tickets now!), the chillun of Israel roll up on Badwater, Sinai and become 
exasperated. Apparently it also affected their memory, because they couldn't piece 
together that the God who rolled aside the Red Sea could probably figure out how 
to clean up the water here. After all, if you can accept the first verse of the Bible, 
faith in everything else should be pretty easy. 
-Let me ask you a touchy question: Do you really trust God? I mean really trust 
Him? A commentator I admire once said, words to the effect "God has a thousand 
different ways to ask the same question, Do you really trust Me? 
  
In every phase of life, God presents us this question.  
The child wants to know what's under the bed at night, 
The youth dreads being picked on when she gets braces,  
The teen desperately wants to conform with their friends, even to be part of one 
The young adult wonders if that special someone will ever be found 
The middle age man wonders if his job and career is threatened 
The empty nester mom needs to be needed. 
The grey head dreads loss of health 
We all dread death 
  
  
The test: Exo 16:4, Deu 8:2, Psalm 66:10-12 is a good one, refining.  
  
"For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us as silver is refined. You brought 
us into the net; You laid an oppressive burden upon our loins. You made men ride 
over our heads; We went through fire and through water, Yet You brought us out 
into a place of abundance." 
  
We talk of Refiner's Fire, and being shaped and molded into a Jesus like spirit. 
Challenge = accepting or rejecting this sanctification.  
  
  
Exodus 15:25a 



Then he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw it 
into the waters, and the waters became sweet.  
  
V25 Statute & Regulation - Statute fixed order, something prescribed or owed, an 
allotment, portion, something that is due. 
  
Regulation - a judgment claim --  NLT: " It was there at Marah that the LORD set 
before them the following decree as a standard to test their faithfulness to him." 
NIV : There the LORD issued a ruling and instruction for them and put them to 
the test." 
  
Look at the progression: A test, like here in Meribah, seemingly insolvable and 
then He waits for the desired effect: the cry is no longer against God, to to Him for 
help. 
  
The tree makes sweet riff, the Cross of Christ is the tree that makes us sweet to 
Him, to others, and purges the bitter from our lives. 
  
It boils down to this, stubbornness. (Story of Noom lesson about accepting green 
foods, if you haven't by now, you're just stubborn.)  
  
Joke about the man on the roof in a flood who trusts God, refuses 2 boats and a 
helicopter, and dies, finds out He sent 2 boats and a helicopter.  
  
  
Exodus 15:26-27 
There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them.  
  
And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the LORD your God, and 
do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His 
statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; 
for I, the LORD, am your healer.” 
  
Why did God's response emphasize healing as opposed to thirst? Human 
perspective they needed water, God perspective they needed obedience leading to 
healing. Weird! He sent a plague when they did not obey with the quail incident, 
and the snake incident in Numbers.  
  
God externalized their inward spiritual sickness with external physical plagues so 
that they could see their true sickness. 



  
  
Psalm 106:11-14 is an excellent recap to these events.  
The waters covered their adversaries; Not one of them was left. Then they believed 
His words; They sang His praise. They quickly forgot His works; They did not 
wait for His counsel, But craved intensely in the wilderness, And tempted God in 
the desert. 
  
  
Psalm 106:13 speaks of not waiting for His counsel. Craving def: Desiring 
something but not willing to do anything constructive to get it. 
  
Proverbs 10:3, 21:26 on craving: The craver wants what he wants and is not willing 
to do anything about it except whine & caterwaul for his craving. The NLT of 
Psalm 106:14 is a good interpretation of all this.  
  
Testing God’s patience is abusing His most precious gift to humanity: Grace. 
  
V27 They cried out at Marah. Had they gone another 5 miles or so, they would 
have come to fresh water & food at Elim, but God wanted to refine them out of 
His deep love for them, despite their recalcitrance, which is having an obstinately 
uncooperative attitude toward authority or discipline. 
  
Ordinances are boundaries (riff) 
  
Other ordinances & regs up to this time  agreements include the Edenic Covenant, 
till the ground and don't eat from that tree.  
  
The curse of Genesis 3, the original Rainbow Coalition covenant with Noah in 
Genesis 9 prescribing justice for murder, the dominion mandate by which we are 
to be stewards of the Earth,  and enjoy the occasional steak. (Bon Appetit!) 
  
There's also the Abrahamic Covenant by which Abraham's posterity all the earth 
would be blessed. Of course, Jesus is an offspring of Abraham. This one is different 
from the others in that Abraham had no responsibilities to uphold this covenant. 
  
There are more, the most significant is the New Covenant: Luke 22:20 
And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup 
which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood. 
  



Paul gives insight into this New Covenant when addressing the Corinthians  
about the sincerity of their preaching the New Covenant in 2 Cor 3:1-6: 
  
"Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of 
commendation to you or from you? You are our letter, written in our hearts, 
known and read by all men; being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared 
for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets 
of stone but on tablets of human hearts."  
  
"Such confidence we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are adequate 
in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves, but our adequacy is 
from God, who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life." 
  
 Paul is saying that no, he doesn't need anyone's introduction, that the Corinthians 
themselves are all the introduction he needs because the covenants of God, the 
external rules & regulations shown in the Old Testament are now internalized in 
the hearts of not only the Corinthians, but all of us who are born again. See how he 
calls them (and by extension us) " a letter of Christ"? It's a letter of introduction.  
  
Christians, you, & I, are letters of introduction. We, as Paul illuminates, servants 
of  a New Covenant, have and ordinance and a statute written on our hearts. We, 
with confidence, are the servants of that Covenant. And using great boldness, as 
Paul goes on to say, proclaim the New Covenant of the pouring out of Jesus' blood 
for the forgiveness of sins.  
  
We do not allow politically correct speech or cancel culture, or intimidation nor 
any other thing to stop us from proclaiming this Covenant of life. As it is written: 
  
Acts 13:30 
But God raised Him from the dead; 
  
This is the Gospel, Christ died, He rose, and if you believe in Him, you will have 
eternal life. If you don't have this Covenant of life, please come forward and we'll 
talk. If you do, then proclaim it.  
 


