
Sin

Basic Information On Sin 

The Definition of Sin 

- The working definition of sin that we will use is: Sin is any failure to conform to the 

moral law and God in act, attitude, or nature.—Wayne Grudem


• Sin is not only acts but also attitudes that that go against God’s laws—Ex. 20:17.


- Sinful attitudes are prohibited as well—Matt. 5:22, Matt. 5:28.


• Paul reveals that attitudes are can go against God’s law as well—Gal. 5:20.


- Moral purity in action and in desire of the heart is a life that is pleasing to 
God.  


• Our very nature does not conform to God.  Our internal character, the essence of 
who we are can also be sinful—Rom. 5:8, Eph. 2:3.”


- Sin defined this way means that it is “lawlessness,”—1 John 3:4.


• Paul reveals the sinfulness of humanity relates directly to God’s law—Rom. 
2:17-29 (for the Jews), Rom. 2:15 (and the Gentiles).


- In these verse their sinfulness is a lack of conformity to the moral law of God.  


- Using this definition sins seriousness is revealed.  


• “Sin is harmful to our lives, that it brings pain and destructive consequences to us 
and to others affected by it.”—Grudem


- Sin is opposite to God.  It is against His character and God hates sin.  


Where Did Sin Come From? 

- First and foremost God is not to blame for sin—Deut. 32:4.  It is impossible for God 

to do wrong—James 1:13. 


• It was man and angels who sinned.  They did it willfully and under their own 
choice.  


- Sin did not surprise God.  He knew it was coming but loved us enough anyway 
to deal with us thought it—Dan. 4:34-35


• The human race first sin was in the Garden of Eden—Gen. 3:1-19.
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Sin
-  Scholars believe that some times between Gen. 1:31 and Gen. 3:1 there 

was a rebellion by some of the angels turning against God becoming evil—2 
Peter 2:4, Jude 6.  


• We should understand that sin is irrational.  


- It makes no sense for Satan to rebel and expect to defeat God.  He and 
his minions are nowhere close to the power of God.  


- It also make no sense for Adam and Eve to think that they could be like 
God or gain anything by disobey the Creator.  


• In the same sense it makes no sense to continue to pursue rebellion 
against God still—Prov. 12:15, Prov. 14:16, Prov. 18:2. 


- Knowing the origin of sin helps us to understand the origin of our sin.  


• Our natures lack spiritual good before God. 


- “Every part of our being is affected by sin—our intellects, our emotions and 
desires, our hearts (the center of our desires and decision-making processes), 
our goals and motives, and even our physical bodies.”—Grudem.


• Rom. 7:18, Titus 1:15, Jer. 17:9–This does not say that before Christ we can 
not do good “in human society in some sense.”  


- But they can not do any good spiritual in terms of a relationship with God.  
Without Christ in our lives we are spiritual dark—Eph. 4:18.


• Our actions lack spiritual good before God.  


- We can not do anything that pleases God apart from Christ—Rom. 8:8. 


• We can not bear spiritual fruit—John 15:5 because a non-believers actions 
come not from faith—Heb. 11:6.  


- Non-believers are “spiritually” dead—Eph. 2:1-2.


• Any “good” an non-believer does is not good to God—Isa. 64:6, Rom. 
3:9-20.  


All People Are Sinful Before God

- Ps. 14:3, Ps. 143:2, 1 Kg. 8:46, Prov. 20:9, Rom. 3:9-10, Rom. 3:23, James 3:2, 1 

John 1:8-10.
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Sin
• We are responsible for our sin before God even if it is a part of us.  


- The standard God sets before man is perfection—Matt. 5:48. 


Inherited Sin

- Inherited Guilt


• The affects of Adam’s sin count us guilty before God.  


- This is not actual sins committed by a person but an inherited guilt—Rom. 5:12


• “Rom. 5:12-21 compares Adam and Christ, Grudem says, “and when Paul 
says, “so [thus, in this way”; that is, through Adam’s sin] death spread to all 
men because all men sinned,” he is saying that through the sin of Adam “all 
men sinned.”


- This means, “God thought of us all as having sinned when Adam 
disobeyed.”—Grudem.  


• Rom. 5:18-19–Reveals that the trespass of one man, “many were made 
also,” indicating past action of sinners.  This means that when Adam 
sinned God thought of all those that would come from Adam as sinners.  


- Rom. 5:8, “Though we did not exist, God, looking into the future and 
knowing that we would exist, began thinking of us as those who were 
guilty like Adam.”—Grudem.


• Everyone, all of human race was represented by Adam in the Garden 
of Eden.  As our representative Adam sinned and brought guilt on all 
humanity.  


• Some people don’t like the idea of inherited guilt saying it is not fair.  


- 3 things can be said to in response to those who think this is unfair. 


• 1. We voluntarily committed many sins.  


- There sins are the basis for our judgment—Rom. 2:6, Col. 3:25.


• 2.  If you were in the place of Adam you would have sinned as well.  


• 3.  If we think it is not fair that we are represented by Adam then we must 
thing it is unfair to be represented by Christ.  


- The procedure that God used was the same—Rom. 5:12-19-21.  
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Sin
• Adam our first representation and God counts us guilty.  Christ our 

second representation of all who believe in Him, God counts as righteous.  


- Inherited Corruption


• We have a sinful nature because of Adam.  


- David confesses his own sin—Ps. 51:1-4


• David is conscious of his sin in his own life.  He saw he was sinful from the 
beginning—Ps. 51:5.


- Before he was born he had a sinfulness in him; a inherited corruption—Ps. 
58:3.


• Our nature includes a quality to sin—Eph. 2:3.  Anyone who has children 
or has been around children knows that we are born with a sin tendency. 


We Lack Spiritual Good Before God

- Every part of us is affected by sin.  Our intellects, emotions, desires, hearts (“the 

center of our desires and decision-making processes”), goals, motives, and physical 
bodies are affected by our sin and sin nature.  


• Rom. 7:18, Titus 1:15, Jer. 17:9–Non-believers can do good in “human society.”  
Non-believers can not do good in “terms of relationship with God.”  Without Christ 
we can do no good in God’s eyes—Eph. 4:18. 


• In our action we can not do spiritual good either—Rom. 8:8. 


-  We can not bear spiritual fruit in we are not connected to Christ—John 15:5. 


• Non-believers are not pleasing to God as Grudem says, “If for no other 
reason, simply because their actions do not proceed from faith in God or from 
love to him, and “without faith it is impossible to please him—Heb. 11:6.”


- Before we are in Christ we are dead because of our sin—Eph. 2:1-2. 


• Non-believers are not able to understand the things of God—1 Cor. 2:14.  


- Even their “righteous deeds” are polluted—Isa. 64:6, Rom. 3:9-20.   
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