
Arguing With God - the Lament 
Taken from Rick Warren podcast from week ending 5/20/2017  

Praying without answer? That’s a struggle. The only reason you can struggle with God is because He 
cares about how you feel 

...casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7 

 

The Pattern of Lament 

You can lament out of fear, anger, exhaustion, etc. 

1. Complain! What are you tired of tolerating? Turn that into a lament. Then complain TO 
God in faith  

a. Evening and morning and at noon, I will complain and murmur, And He will 
hear my voice. -  Psalm 55:17 

2. Appeal to God’s nature - Abraham over Sodom & Gomorrah.  
3. Remind God of His promises - Appeal to God’s reputation. 

a. Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O 
LORD, who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your relatives, and I 
will prosper you,’ I am unworthy of all the lovingkindness and of all the 
faithfulness which You have shown to Your servant; for with my staff only I 
crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two companies. “Deliver me, I 
pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, 
that he will come and attack me and the mothers with the children. “For 
You said, ‘I will surely prosper you and make your descendants as the sand 
of the sea, which is too great to be numbered.’ ”-  Genesis 32:9-12 

4. Express total trust - The wrap up to your prayer  
     Though He slay me, I will hope in Him. Nevertheless I will argue my ways before Him. - 
Job 13:15 

 

The Point 

Complaining to God is worship, about God is rebellion. 
  

Prayer Points 
 
Ask “What am I tired of tolerating?” Use that as a starting point with the above points. 

Our families 

Our Oikos (Our circle of friends ) 

Our community 


