
Paul Getting Personal
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we wrapped up our beginning study.  
—We looked at the beginning of all things: humanity, the 
earth, the cosmos; literally all things.  
——We saw the beginning of sin and the brokenness of 
humanity.  
———Learned a lot about God and ourselves in the 
study.  
————If you missed that study or want to revisit it you 
can find it on facebook and on the website under media.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Over the next couple weeks we will be kind of all over 
the place in the Bible but we will arrive at another 
sermon series shortly.  
—This week we will be looking at 1 Cor. 15:9-11.  
——This passage has become more and more 
important to me as I spend more years pastoring.  
———There is great encouragement in Pauls words 
here to the Corinthian church about himself.  
————These are moment where the great biblical 
writer Paul becomes vulnerable to this congregation and 
to us as the readers as well.  
—————But as each and every one of our sermons 
seemed to have pointed out this year is that we need to 
have a renew mind, a new way of looking at the world, 
and a new way of living that is not like the world.  

Passage Begins 

Scripture:
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1 Corinthians 15:9–10 (NAS):  9 For I am the least of 
the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God.

Just before this was written Paul re-explains the gospel 
to the Corinthians church.   
—READ: 1 Corinthians 15:3–7 (NAS):  3 For I 
delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received, that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He 
was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve. 6 After that He appeared to more than 
five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom 
remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 7 
then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; 
8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He 
appeared to me also.
——Right at the end of the passage I just read Paul gets 
personal and he keeps up with his personal address to 
the church.  
———Paul calls himself the untimely born apostle, the 
least of the apostles, and Paul goes on to say much 
worse when he calls himself the worst of sinners.  
————READ: 1 Timothy 1:15 (NAS):  15 It is a 
trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, among whom I am foremost of all.
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I think the question that we have to asks is why does 
Paul keep portraying himself in this kind of light?  
—Paul wrote a lot of the books of the New Testament, 
he started churches in some of the most spiritual dark 
places, he suffered greatly for the sake of the gospel, he 
worked while he was starting churches to not be a 
financial burden on the church, and much more.  
——Why does Paul look at himself in such humble 
means?  
———It is because Paul know where the power and 
strength for all of those things that he has achieved 
comes from.  
————Paul has a right perspective of what God is 
doing in and through him.  
—————Paul has a right perspective on life, work, 
suffering, and success.  
——————The question is do we have a right 
perspective on life, work, suffering, and success?  

Lets get into our passage; Paul says that he is the least 
of the apostles.   
—What Paul is saying is that he is the least, he is lowest 
in status, least important, very small.  
——And an apostle was a special messenger typically 
someone who walked with Jesus while Jesus was 
physically on this earth.   
———So, what is his reason for seeing himself this 
way?  
————It is because he persecuted the church.  He 
give us this information.  It is because of his sin that he 
considers himself the way that he does.   
—————READ: Galatians 1:13–14 (NAS): (Paul 
writing) 13 For you have heard of my former manner 
of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the 
church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy 
it; 14 and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many 
of my contemporaries among my countrymen, being 
more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.
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What Paul recognized was that his sin separated him 
from God and he was not worthy of anything.   
—Paul persecuted the church but he also found worth in 
the personal accomplishment of being beyond many of 
his contemporaries.  
——He also was zealous for his ancestral traditions; 
which his ancestral traditions became miss guided 
focusing on works as opposed to the God they were 
supposedly doing work for.  
———Paul give us the reason for his worldly success: 
READ: Philippians 3:4–6 (NAS):  4 although I myself 
might have confidence even in the flesh. If anyone 
else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far 
more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; as to the Law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to the righteousness 
which is in the Law, found blameless.  7 But 
whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ.

But God gripped Pauls heart and it is no more about the 
success the world counts as success.   
—He says he gave up all of those fleshly things for the 
sake of Christ.  
——Is is why Paul says, he is not fit or unworthy to be 
an apostle.  
———What Paul is saying and realizing there is that he 
is not enough.  
————Whoever has felt like they are not enough?  
Most of us and that is a terrible feeling isn’t it?  
—————In all reality we are not enough to do the 
work of God, we are not enough life the Christian life, we 
are not enough to be good friends, parents, and much 
more.  Just like Paul is not enough.  
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But figuring out your are not enough is a scary thing but 
it can be a good thing.   
—In being not enough we see our deficiency we see our 
imperfection.   
——In seeing the problem we can seek out fixes for the 
problem.  
———The idea of not being enough is what is being 
said here in: READ: Matthew 10:38 (NAS):  38 “And 
he who does not take his cross and follow after Me 
is not worthy of Me.
————If we are going to try to do this life on our own 
without take the cross/without handing our lives over to 
Christ then we are not going to be enough.  
—————We see this idea of not enough come out 
when John the Baptist spoke of the coming Messiah 
(Jesus): READ: Acts 13:25 (NAS):  25 “And while 
John was completing his course, he kept saying, 
‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not He. But 
behold, one is coming after me the sandals of 
whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 
———————The servant that untied the sandals had 
one of the worst jobs and John is saying he is not 
enough to be even the lowest position.   
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10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His 
grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored 
even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of 
God with me.

Paul does not stop there at being not enough, and 
neither should we.  
—Paul tells us BUT GOD….God does not leave Paul or 
those that believe and hand their lives over to Christ in a 
not enough place.  
——Paul tells us he was enough according to the 
worldly standard but he was not enough compared to 
the worldly standard but God in His grace (in His 
kindness; in giving what we don’t deserve) make us 
enough.  
———Paul says it is by the grace of God that I am what 
I am.  
————It is by the grace of God, even though Paul 
recognizes his inadequacy, his not being enough, God’s 
grace cause him to be/exist how he is and Dow what he 
is doing.  
—————Paul is saying that who he is has nothing to 
do with him but everything to do with God and His grace.  
——————READ: Ephesians 3:8–9 (NAS):  8 To 
me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, 
to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of 
Christ, 9 and to bring to light what is the 
administration of the mystery which for ages has 
been hidden in God who created all things; 10 so 
that the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known through the church to the rulers and 
the authorities in the heavenly places.
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READ: Philippians 3:7–9 (NAS):  7 But whatever 
things were gain to me, those things I have counted 
as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 More than that, I 
count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, 9 and may be 
found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith 
in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God 
on the basis of faith, 10 that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in 
order that I may attain to the resurrection from the 
dead.
—Leon Morris wrote, “It was grace alone that 
transformed him from a persecutor into a zealous 
preacher.”  
——Thomas Schriener wrote, “Everything he is, 
everything he has done, must be ascribed to God’s 
grace.”  
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Paul tells us that this grace was not given in vain; 
meaning lacking in results, without effect, foolishly, or 
without purpose.  
—Paul give us reason that the grace God gave him was 
not in vain, “I worked harder than any of them.” 
——But their is another one of those but God; moments.    
———God’s grace empowered Paul and equip him for 
the tasks that God has for him.  
————Just the the grace that God give to each and 
everyone of us empowers and equips us to do the work 
that God has for us to do.  
—————Paul is not comparing himself to others 
saying he is better than them but he is saying I work this 
hard not because if myself because of the grace that 
God has given me.  
——————Pauls boast not in himself but in the Lord: 
READ: 1 Corinthians 1:31 (NAS):  31 so that, just as 
it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the 
Lord.”
———————Paul’s continued work even through 
struggles is overwhelming evidence of the, as David 
Garland wrote, “divine grace that produces abundant 
results.” 

Paul being changed from persecutor of the church to 
build of the church shows the difference between the 
worlds success and what God make us to be.   
—Paul was Jew of the Jew, popular, and powerful 
according to the worlds standard.  
——As Christ changes Paul he becomes less popular, 
less powerful, and not concerned with culture success 
and his own worldly success.  
———World standard and goals Paul had achieved but 
these are not God’s standards.   
————So Paul became a new creation giving up the 
world standard for God standard.  
—————Paul hands in the flash and the flare, the 
ability to persecute, the ability to destroy, and the right to 
be served; for working hard with little or no 
acknowledgement, to be persecuted to the point that 
people thought he was dead, and to serve others 
instead of being served.
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So, what do we take from this message today?  How do 
we apply these things to our lives?
—We need to look at ourselves in a spiritually humble 
way.  This does not mean we are have poor negative 
self images of ourselves but we have to see that without 
Christ in our lives we are not enough.  
——Christ is what make us enough.  It is Christ alone 
that cause us to have spiritual eternal success.  
———God’s grace will empower you and equip you for 
the work that He has for you.  
————We have to allow the grace the favor of God 
the kindness of God to mean something in our lives and 
to effect us.  
—————If you want to be enough you need more that 
just you.  You need Christ ruling and reigning in your life.  
——————Our lives and minds need to be different 
from the worlds: READ: Romans 12:1–2 (NAS):  
1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship.  2 And do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, so that you may prove what the will of 
God is, that which is good and acceptable and 
perfect.

 
—
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