
Why is the Resurrection Important?
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  Mark 16:1-8

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are looking at the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
—More specifically we are going to look at why the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is important for everyone.  
——The resurrection is the what all of Christianity rests 
on so it is important that Christians really know and 
understand why the resurrection is important.   
———But the resurrection is important to non-believers 
as well became it is the only way to salvation.  

Passage Begins 

1 Corinthians 15:1–8 (NAS):  1 Now I make known to 
you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, 
which also you received, in which also you stand,
 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the 
word which I preached to you, unless you believed 
in vain.

Paul spends a lot of time in the book of Corinthians 
talking about the gospel and reveal more and more to 
them.   
—But here Paul tells us that He made know the gospel 
to the and that they had received in and that they stand 
in it.  
——If you are a believer in Christ; if you have given your 
life to Christ; if He rules in your live then we should be 
people who walk in the gospel.  
———READ: Psalm 1:1 (NAS):  1 How blessed is the 
man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked,
Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of 
scoffers!
————We need to be people who are living the gospel 
everyday.  
—————We should appreciate the gospel and we 
should be embrace gospel thinking and living.  
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But What is the gospel?
—It literally mean the good news.  
——But good news about what?  Good new about 
Jesus Christ.  If you want to know what the gospel is, go 
and read Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  That will be a 
good start but you will have to go and read the Old 
Testament because that tell us more about the life, 
death, burial, resurrection, and future plans of Jesus 
Christ.  
———Crossway has a reference and it explains the 
gospel well; it says: The gospel answers the questions: 
Who made us and whom are we accountable?  What is 
our problem?  What is God’s solution to our problem?  
How can I be included in his solution?  
————So the answers to those questions are: We are 
accountable to God.  Our problem is sin against him.  
God’s solution is salvation through Jesus Christ.  We 
come to be included in that salvation by faith (in Jesus 
that He is who He says He is and done what He says He 
has done) and repentance (from our sins against God.  

Verse 2 tells us that Paul delivered the gospel message 
to the Corinthian Church.  
—It is through this gospel that Jesus brings salvation.
——But Paul tells us that we must hold fast to the 
gospel; we must have perseverance for Christ.  
———READ: Hebrews 10:23 (NAS):  23 Let us hold 
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful;
————If a person lets go of the word and supposedly 
believe they have done it in vain.  
—————There are those that seem like they have 
given their lives to Christ but in all actuality they have 
not and they will soon be quenched; their attempt at faith 
will be in vain.  
——————READ: Luke 8:13 (NAS):  13 “Those on 
the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive 
the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they 
believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.
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 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received, that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures,

Paul then tells his readers and us that he was not the 
origin of the message.   
—He is passing the message along; the same message 
that he heard, he is passing to them.  
——Thomas Schreiner wrote, “The gospel handed down 
is of first importance, representing the fundamentals of 
the Christians faith—the baseline and touchstone for all 
that is taught.”  
———What Schreiner is saying that the gospel is the 
baseline the foundation of all Christians believe.  
————What we should understand is that passing the 
gospel on to other is of first importance.  
—————This is what Paul was telling the early 
church; that he passed the gospel to them and it should 
be their first importance to pass the gospel to others.  

Believers, is passing the gospel of first importance to 
non-believers around you?  
—Believers we need to pass the gospel message not to 
get a notch on our belts, or another tick mark in our 
bibles, or just to elevate the gilt you might have from a 
pastor telling you to do it over and over again.  
——You should do it out of love.  
———You should love people enough to offer them the 
solutions to the problem that all humanity has.  
————Non-believer, if a Christian shares the gospel 
with you it is not to get money, or extra brownie points, 
or for some work that will get them into heaven; they are 
already in; the only reason that they are sharing the 
gospel with you is because they love you enough to help 
you find the solution to the problem you have with God.  
—————READ: John 14:6 (NAS):  6 Jesus *said to 
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one 
comes to the Father but through Me.
—————READ: Acts 4:12 (NAS):  12 “And there is 
salvation in no one else; for there is no other name 
under heaven that has been given among men by which 
we must be saved.”
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Paul moves to the point that Christ died for our sins.  
—Schreiner wrote, “The foundation of the gospel is that 
Christ died to secure the forgiveness of sins for 
believers.”  
——READ: Galatians 1:3–5 (NAS):  3 Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins so that He might 
rescue us from this present evil age, according to the 
will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory 
forevermore. Amen.
———Leon Morris wrote, “The cross is at the heart of 
the gospel.  “According to the Scriptures’ shows that this 
was no afterthought.  The saving death of Christ was 
foretold long before in sacred Scripture.”  
————Jesus on the cross was a saving atoning 
(making amends) kind of event.  

 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures,

Paul tells us that Jesus was buried. 
—Jesus’ burial was recorded in all 4 gospels and His 
burial verifies His death.  
——The Roman soldiers that were watching over those 
being crucified were experts in death.   
———They knew when someone was dead.  
————For them to take Jesus off the cross and tell 
their ruler that Jesus was dead; He was really dead.  
—————The fact that they buried Him is evidence to 
His death as well.  
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Next the passage tells us that Jesus was raised!   
—We have arrived at our question that we are 
answering today.  
——If Jesus death was the saving and atoning why is 
the resurrection important?   
———To believe in the resurrection is to believe in God.  
————Only God has the power to create life from 
nothing and to sustain all things.  
—————So, it is only Him who can resurrect life after 
death.  
——————Only God can reverse the destruction of 
death. 
———————God gives those that have given their 
lives over to Christ victory over death.  
————————READ: 1 Corinthians 15:54–57 
(NAS):  54 But when this perishable will have put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal will have put on 
immortality, then will come about the saying that is 
written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 “O death, 
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 
The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 
57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.
—————————READ: John 11:25–26 (NAS):  25 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in Me will live even if he dies,
 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will 
never die. Do you believe this?”
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The resurrection is important because Jesus predicted 
His death and resurrection.  
—If the resurrection did not happen then Jesus would 
not be who He said He is.  
——The resurrection validate Jesus’ claims to be the 
Son of God and the Messiah.  
———READ: Matthew 17:22–23 (NAS):  22 And while 
they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the 
hands of men; 23 and they will kill Him, and He will be 
raised on the third day.” And they were deeply grieved.
———READ: Matthew 20:18–19 (NAS):  18 “Behold, 
we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will 
be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they 
will condemn Him to death, 19 and will hand Him over to 
the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and 
on the third day He will be raised up.”

The resurrection also validates the Old Testament 
prophecies that told of Jesus suffering and resurrection.  
—READ: Acts 17:2–3 (NAS):  2 And according to 
Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths 
reasoned with them from the Scriptures,
 3 explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to 
suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This 
Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.”

Those that are believers in Christ, the resurrection is 
victory over a battle that Jesus has already fought and 
won.  
—When we die we will be raised with Christ and living in 
eternal paradise with Him.  
——The resurrection proves Jesus is who He says He 
is, that His sacrifice is accepted by God, and that God 
raised Christ from the death so be can raise us from the 
grave as well.  
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5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve.
 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred 
brethren at one time, most of whom remain until 
now, but some have fallen asleep;
 7 then He appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles;
 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He 
appeared to me also.

Jesus then appeared to many different people after His 
resurrection.  
—These eyewitnesses to Christ after His resurrection 
give proof that He was resurrected and that He is the 
savior of the world.  
——Paul goes through all these people who Jesus 
visited after His resurrection.  
———Paul is building a case for the Corinthian Church 
of Jesus resurrection.  
————He is telling them that there are people who are 
out there right now that have seen Jesus after the 
resurrection.  
—————Those people are gone for us today but we 
can see the evidence was there.  
——————Credibility was given to Jesus resurrection 
by the witnesses.  

So, what do we take from this message?  How do we 
apply this to our lives?  
—First and foremost, if you have not given your life to 
Christ; please do. 
——Find a friend that is a real Christians and ask them 
to help you out.  We all need Jesus in our lives; we need 
His salvation.  
———You never out grow the gospel.  Apply the gospel 
to your life and stand in the gospel; let it flow from you to 
others because there are those out there that are 
desperate for the gospel.  
————Know that the resurrection has such a great 
meaning and that it is of utmost importance to the 
Christian faith.  
—————We need to marvel at the power, love, and 
grace that God has.  

Scripture:

7


