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Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we kind of wrapped up our study on love that 
Paul had in chapter 13.  
—We talked about how love never fails and that God is 
love so God never fails.  
——Not this imperfect love that the world tells us is the 
only kind of love out there but the perfect love that is 
God.  
———We talked about the last nature of love as 
opposed to spiritual gifts that we have.  Love will endure 
while spiritual gifts will be done away with when we get 
to see Jesus face to face.  
————We talked about how faith, hope, and love will 
continue on into a believers eternal state but the 
greatest is love.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Today we are going to focus on the driving force behind 
effective use of spiritual gifts.  
—Yes, it is love but it is also a pattern of life that God 
calls us to.  
——We will spend a lot of time talking about 2 gifts: 
tongues and prophecy.  
———Paul uses these gifts because they are flashy and 
were probably those that the Corinthian church had 
issues with.  
————We must understand that any spiritual gift that 
we have can be perverted to be about us instead of God 
and the  church.  

Passage Begins 
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1 Corinthians 14:1–5 (NAS):  1 Pursue love, yet 
desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that 
you may prophesy.

So Paul continues in his push for the Corinthians and for 
us to understand the importance of love.  
—This time he says to pursue love.  
——He is saying to put a massive amount of effort into 
being marked by love. Set your goal and purposes on 
love.  
———Why does Paul restate this after he spent an 
entire chapter talking about the importance of love?  
————Because humanity become dazzled by 
spirituality so easy.  
—————The Corinthians tried to prove themselves by 
their gifts.   
——————The truth is that we all try to justify our way 
of doing life—our attitudes, our spirituality, our moods, 
our feelings, our conclusions, or our tendencies towards 
sins.  

As we get into chapter 14 we will see that the building 
the church is what the gifts are about and we have spent 
time on that before but that part of loving the church and 
loving God is using your gifts in the church.  
—And so love stays as the consistent theme throughout 
Paul’s writing about the spiritual gifts.  
——So, as we have talked about in previous sermons: 
all who are believers in God have a spiritual gift at God 
has given you not that you have earned.  
———And our task in using these gifts is to love God 
and to love others.  I huge piece of others is the church.  
————Paul will reveal to us that gift are for the 
building of the church and others.  
—————We are not to be selfish with our gifts but 
generously using them and loving other with our gifts.   
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Love is of utmost importance as we have talked about 
for a long time but the spiritual gifts are important as 
well.
—Paul comes back to prophecy and says prophecy 
should be “earnestly desired...especially.”   
——Thomas Schriener wrote, “Here Paul says that the 
gifts of the Spirit are to be greatly desired.  While they 
long for spiritual gifts in their midst, love should always 
reign supreme.”  
———So the church should desire spiritual gifts to show 
up among them and Paul says especially prophecy.  
————This desire for spiritual gifts is not that we 
should desire to have different gifts than God has given 
us; that would mean that you don’t like what God has 
given, or that God gave you the wrong gift; and that’s not 
what happened.  
—————What we will understand about spiritual gifts, 
is that they are good for the church.  
——————They build the church and edify the church 
so when we desire these things we should desire that 
they would be present in our church.  
———————Not for selfish reason, or for shows of 
spirituality but for the building of the body of believers.  
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We have to spend some time on the idea of “spiritual 
gifts.”
—So, the world “spiritual” actually means: one who has 
received God’s Spirit and lives accordingly, from the 
Spirit, spiritual conduct, or a pattern of life controlled by 
the Spirit.   
——If you look at the world “gift” in your bible it is italics.  
Why?  
———Well, in the front of your Bible you will find this 
information: Italics are used in the text to indicate words 
which are not found in the original Hebrew, Aramaic, or 
Greek but implied by it.  
————So what it says without the implied word is: 
“desire earnestly spiritual or spirituals, but especially that 
you may prophecy.  
—————The only place I have found that the world 
gift is used where it is not implied is in Rom. 12:6: 
READ: Romans 12:6 (NAS):  6 Since we have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to 
exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the 
proportion of his faith;

Why is this important that I point this out to you?  
—Well, I think that we as people take what God says 
and pervert what He wants us to do.  
——We take what He says and we use it wrong.  
———READ: 1 Corinthians 6:12 (NAS):  12 All things 
are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All 
things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by 
anything.
————We let things and ideas become masters over 
us.  
—————This idea of spiritual gifts and desiring 
spiritual gifts for ourselves can become master over us 
as the Corinthians church has revealed.  
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I really like in the definition of “spiritual” of spiritual 
conduct or a pattern of life controlled by the Spirit.  
—That is what we should earnestly desire; we should 
pursue love and earnestly desire a life pattern controlled 
by the Spirit.  
——READ: Galatians 5:16 (NAS):  16  But I say, walk 
by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the 
flesh.
——READ: Galatians 5:25 (NAS):  25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.
——READ: Romans 8:14–17 (NAS): 14 For all who are 
being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to 
fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as 
sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit 
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and 
fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so 
that we may also be glorified with Him.

If we are earnestly desiring a life pattern controlled by 
the Spirit we will utilized the gift that God has given us 
but we will also desire to see the church maximize the 
gifts that God has given. 
—If we are earnestly desiring a life pattern controlled by 
the Spirit we will seek out the building of the church, the 
loving of others, and the loving of God.  
——Yes, spiritual gifts are important but spiritual gifts 
are best used when they are used in a believer who life 
is selflessly, sacrificial, and transformationally loving.  
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2 For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to 
men but to God; for no one understands, but in his 
spirit he speaks mysteries.
 3 But one who prophesies speaks to men for 
edification and exhortation and consolation.

Paul now explains why prophecy can be superior to 
tongues.   
—Prophecy is: speaking under the influence of Divine 
inspiration with or without reference to future events.  
—Tongues is: a language with the possible implication of 
its distinctive form.  Utterances.  
——So what Paul says is that a person speaking in 
tongues speak to God not man where as prophecy is 
God speaking through man.  
———We see that the tongue speaker speaks 
mysteries that no one can understand if there is no 
interpreter.  
————If there is no interpreter then the tongue is not 
addressed to the people but to God and God will be the 
only one that can understand it.  
—————What the passage is saying is that tongues 
has a place in the church if there is an interpreter but if 
no one interprets then that is not for the building of the 
church but the building of the person speaking in 
tongues.  

Paul is not belittling tongues as we will see that he 
speaks in tongues but Paul is addressing a perverted 
spirituality idea.  He is not speaking of someone using 
this gift in private communion with God.  
—He then contrast this hypothetical person who speaks 
in tongues without an interpreter with a person who 
prophecies.  
——The one prophesying speaks comprehensible 
words not mysterious words.   
———Anyone can hear and understand what is being 
said without need of an interpreter.   
————Prophecy is for edification.  It is for building up 
others.  Strengthening others, making more able and 
strong.  
————Prophecy is for exhortation.  It is for 
encouraging or comforting.  
————Prophecy is for consolation.  It is for 
compassion and help.  Giving comfort in others distress. 
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4 One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but 
one who prophesies edifies the church.
 5 Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even 
more that you would prophesy; and greater is one 
who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, 
unless he interprets, so that the church may receive 
edifying.

 The Corinthian church were probably infatuated with 
tongues and so Paul as to bring them back to a right 
understanding of the gift.   
—Most-likely in their worship services they had people 
competing to reveal their “spirituality” and so they were 
talking over one another in tongues.   
——Paul tells us that if there is no one to interpret the 
tongue that is spoken then it only edifies the person 
themselves.  
———Where prophecy edifies the church as a whole.  
————Schriener wrote, “Tongues were probably 
sought after by the Corinthians becasue the gift was 
exciting, but prophecy is to be preferred since tongues 
which are United-rested edify only oneself.  Love reflects 
on what strengthens and encourages others instead of 
focusing on its own needs.”  
—————Once again if we use our gifts in love for God 
and for other we will edify the church as opposed to 
ourselves.  

Paul then tells them that he wishes that they all could 
speak in tongues because he is not putting the gift down 
but putting down the miss uses of the gift.  
—The gift of tongues is a blessing and profitable and 
Paul know that they will not all speak in tongue but 
recognizes the blessing that it is.  
——But Paul wishes above that they all would speak in 
tongues that they would prophecy.  
———He says that the one who prophesy is greater not 
in the sense of being better than the other person but in 
the sense that the person who prophesies can build the 
church more.   
————Paul throws in a unless in there.  
—————What Paul is saying is that prophecy is more 
functional for the church; unless there is an interpreter 
for the tongue that is spoken.  Then they are on equal 
ground. 
——————Leon Morris wrote, “If ‘tongues’ are 
interpreted the hears are edifies, and there is no great 
difference from prophecy.  Both are inspired speech, and 
both now convey a message to people.”  
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So, what does this mean for us?  
—What does this mean for those that don’t have the gift 
of prophecy or tongues?  
——What ever your gift is, use it for the edification of the 
church.  
———Don’t play the “look at me, look at me” game with 
your gift.  Point people to God and say look at Him.  
————Earnestly desire the pursue love and a life 
pattern controlled by the Spirit.

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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