
Progress in Work
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about how everything we learned and 
will learn from 1 Cor. 13 about love is what God is.   
—Because God is love is what 1 John 4:16 tells us.  
——We also talked about the love that Paul was writing 
about was what the church should desire.  
———We defined love based on what Jesus has done for 
each and everyone of us and we should love in such a 
manor.  
————We saw that this love is a transforming sacrificial 
love that we should love those in the church with but also 
those outside the church.  
—————This was laying down our lives, laying down our 
preferences, and our way for others kind of love.  

INTRODUCTION: 

So, today we will dive into love once again.  
—We will see the do’s and don’t of love.  
——Some of this will be painful.
———But we need to understand that we are not prefect like 
Christ but we are works-in-progress.  
————So lets look at the non-exhaustive list of things that 
we should embrace or not embrace if we are going to pursue 
love like Christ.  

Passage Begins 
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1 Corinthians 13:4–7 (NAS):  4 Love is patient, love 
is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is 
not arrogant,

This is by no means the list in which all of the qualities of 
love are included.  
—Love is much bigger than this list but this list helps us to 
understand what qualities of love are.    
——Paul emphasized the importance of love as he told us 
that love is a more excellent way that seeking after the 
greater gifts.  
———Paul tells us that love is the thing that is needed.  
Nothing can be make up for not having love.  
————Love is the basis for his teaching as well: READ: 1 
Timothy 1:5 (NAS): 5 But the goal of our instruction is love 
from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
—————Love is what unties us and is the basis of our new 
selves: READ: Colossians 3:14 (NAS):  14 Beyond all 
these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.
——————If we are to be new creations in Christ we must 
put on love; it is a marker of God making us new.  
———————So, before we dive into the list we must 
make every effort to keep our love pure and pursue what is 
good: READ: Romans 12:9 (NAS): 9 Let love be without 
hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

Paul tells believers that love should be what dictates their 
very lives: READ: 1 Corinthians 16:14 (NAS):  14 Let all 
that you do be done in love.
—But how do we do this?  How do we live like this?  
——First, know that you will fail at this.  You will not be able 
to do everything in love but you should try to do everything in 
love.  
———Second, we need to follow the example that Christ set 
for us: READ: Ephesians 5:1–2 (NAS):  1 Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children;
 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave 
Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a 
fragrant aroma.
————Lastly, put into practice the words that Paul now 
lists about love.  
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So love is patient.  This is a quantity that we as human 
beings are just poor forth with abundance, aren’t we?
—Patience comes naturally to.....not very many people.  
——Patience is often used in describing God: READ: 2 
Peter 3:9 (NAS):  9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, 
as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
———But patience is listed in the qualities that God requires 
of His servants and shows self restraint: READ: Ephesians 
4:1–3 (NAS):  1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore 
you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you 
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 3 being 
diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the
————But when we are impatient we are not living godly 
qualities but we are living our worldly qualities.  
—————Listen to these world qualities that go along with 
impatience: putting oneself first, thinking only about your 
schedule, your time take priority, your needs are more 
important than others, and you are more important that 
others.  
———————Once again we see the need for Christians to 
be people who are marked by the sacrificial love that Christ 
displayed for us.  Putting others before ourselves.  
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Love is kind.  And all of us breath a sigh of relief because we 
think we are pretty kind people.  
—I will tell you this: if you are not patient then you are not 
kind.  
——Those that love kindly are those that respond with 
goodness towards others.  
———Even when someone treats them poorly a kind person 
will respond with goodness. 
————READ: Colossians 3:12–13 (NAS): 12 So, as 
those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put 
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each 
other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the 
Lord forgave you, so also should you.
—————God is kind towards all humanity and so we 
should be kind as well: (GOSPEL MOMENT) READ: Titus 
3:4–7 (NAS):  4 But when the kindness of God our Savior 
and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on 
the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewing by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being 
justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life.

Love is not envious or jealous.   
—How do we understand this in terms of conduct in our 
lives?  
——It means that love is not displeased at others and 
especially in others successes.  
———Love this way rejoices at the successes of others:  
READ: Romans 12:15 (NAS):  15 Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
————But a point we really need to understand is that we 
should not envy sinner in their sin: READ: Proverbs 23:17 
(NAS):  17 Do not let your heart envy sinners,
But live in the fear of the Lord always.
—————Paul warned the Corinthians about their envy that 
divides them as a church: READ: 1 Corinthians 3:3 (NAS): 
3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like 
mere men?
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Love does not boast, brag, or act arrogantly.  
—Someone that loves is not the person that talks about 
themselves and their accomplishments all the time.  
——What we need to understand about love is that it is not 
concerned about showings it’s self off but about giving of 
itself.  
———Being a person of love in being a person of humility 
and not pride.  
————We can be proud of what we have accomplished 
and proud of what we have done but we can not be a proud 
person.  
—————We can not go around and asserting ourselves 
and our accomplishments in everyone’s ways so they notice 
us.   
——————READ: 1 Corinthians 1:31 (NAS):  31 so that, 
just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, does not take into account a 
wrong suffered,

Love does not act unbecomingly, dishonor, or is not rude.  
—Those that walk in a loving manor will act in a right (in the 
eyes of God) way.  

Love does not provoke or is self-seeking.  
—Love does not as Leon Morris wrote, “does not insist on its 
own way.”  
——READ: 1 Corinthians 10:24 (NAS):  24 Let no one 
seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.
———This seems to be an epidemic in our world today.   

If we do not get our way we get mad and upset.  
—If people don’t react the way we want them to we get 
upset.   
——If our preferences are not met we are displeased and 
someone else has offended us.  
———That is self-seeking.  That is being selfish and it is not 
seeking the good of other but only seeking your good.  
————This is not Christ-live.  Paul says it like this 
elsewhere: READ: Philippians 2:3–4 (NAS):  3 Do nothing 
from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do 
not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also 
for the interests of others.
—————Thomas Schriener wrote, “Love is not 
narcissistic, self-absorbed or self-obsessed.” 
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Those that walk in love are not easily angered or provoked.  
—There is a place for anger but a person who loves like 
Christ loves only embraces righteous (right in God’s sight) 
anger.    

Love does not keep record of wrongs but what a person who 
is marked by love remembers their own short falls and 
embraces the forgiving love of Christ in their life.  
—They they put that love into practice for other who may 
have wronged them.  
——Someone with out love is counting every wrong to them 
and remembering them. 
———READ: Matthew 18:21–22 (NAS):  21 Then Peter 
came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin 
against me and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 
Jesus *said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, 
but up to seventy times seven.

 6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices 
with the truth;

Love rejoices in what is right in God’s sight not in 
unrighteousness.  
—Love does not see the struggles of others and enjoy it.  
——READ: Psalm 50:18 (NAS): 18 “When you see a thief, 
you are pleased with him, And you associate with adulterers.
———Instead of rejoice in unrighteousness, one who puts 
on live rejoices at the truth.  
————The truth of God is what human kind was created 
for so we should be great at it but the world and our 
sinfulness cause our hearts to become de-railed.  
—————Truth is against unrighteousness.  We have to 
take a stand one way or another.  

 7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things.

Paul now helps us understand what those that love like 
Christ should do. 
—We should be people who endure and can handle a lot.  
We do not give up easily.  
——Love bears with other and forgives others: READ: 
Colossians 3:13 (NAS):  13 bearing with one another, and 
forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against 
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.
———Another way of looking at it is as Morris wrote, “Love 
conceals what is displeasing in another and does not drag it 
out into the pitiless light of public scrutiny.”  
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Love believes all things does not mean be gullible.  
—But this mean that we are ready and willing to see the best 
in others as opposed to the worst.  
——We can not be people who are jaded by the world and 
embrace cynicism (believing people are just looking to better 
themselves).  
———Believers in Christ have to retain our faith and bring 
life to the dead: READ: Romans 4:16–17 (NAS):  16 For 
this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance 
with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the 
descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also 
to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of 
us all, 17 (as it is written, “A father of many nations have I 
made you”) in the presence of Him whom he believed, even 
God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that 
which does not exist.
————Schriener wrote, “Love believes and hopes for the 
best, since it looks to God who can forgive signs and grants 
a new beginning to those dead in trespasses and sins.”  
—————Love is ready to give the benefit of the doubt and 
is ready to be steadfast.

So, what does this mean for us today?  
—We have a lot of work to do.  Are you going to get to work 
or continue in lazy love?  
——As we went through that list of things that love is not and 
love is there should have been things that stood out to you 
that you need to work on.  
———Don’t try to do them on your own.  Ask God to change 
you, seek Him out for your change, and have others help you 
too.  
————If you listened to that sermon and did not find 
something you need to change then you are deceived and 
need to seek God so that He would open your eyes. 
—————We are all broken, we all fail, we all fall, we are all 
works in progress, so work and make progress! 
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