
Beginning Of A Better Way
Scripture:

Announcements:

Scripture Reading:  

RECAP: 

Last week we talked about the treasure that God has for 
each and everyone of us.  
—God has given us His Son as a wonderful treasure but 
He has also give each of us other as treasures.  
——If we are doing church well then we will be 
cherishing each other as the treasure that God has give 
us.   
———We looked at last week how each member of the 
church is important and each member is required for the 
church to function properly.  
————We saw that as Christians we should be 
interdepend on one another especially in a church.  
—————But the way of the world has crept into our 
lives and taught us that we are to be independent.  

INTRODUCTION: 

Often times our passage today in 1 Cor. 13 is used at 
wedding to talk about love.  
—We used to in this way and it is okay to use it in this 
way but the main context that Paul is speaking this 
chapter in is love in the church.  
——The entire chapter 12 was point the church to 
understand how the spiritual gifts are for the church and 
so that the church can function and work as it should.  
———Paul has not deviated from that but as the last 
part of 12:31 says, “And I show you a still more excellent 
way.”  
————Paul was not changing the subject off the 
spiritual gifts and the church but he was showing that 
spiritual maturity is not measured in spiritual gifts but 
love.  
—————So today and probably next week we will 
understand that, without love a person is nothing.  
——————Accomplishments and gifts are nothing 
without love.  

Passage Begins 
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1 Corinthians 12:31–13:3 (NAS): And I show you a 
still more excellent way.
 1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 
but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or 
a clanging cymbal.

I think that it is appropriate to understand right in the 
beginning that everything that Paul will talk about love 
God is.  
—READ: 1 John 4:16 (NAS):  16 We have come to 
know and have believed the love which God has for us. 
God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in 
God, and God abides in him.
——So as we work our way through this passage I want 
you to remember that all that love is described as and all 
that Paul instructs us in the path of love is what God is.  
———God is love and love is perfected in God.  
————Love is not perfect in us and will not be until we 
are in paradise with God.  
—————But we should strive to love like God loves.  

So, Paul actually begins this new thought by revealing 
the excellent way.  
—In the Corinthian church they were fighting to make 
themselves out to be more spiritual than the others.   
——Paul levels the playing field concerning spiritual gifts 
and then says, “if you really want to know how to be 
supper spiritual, here is the way!!”  
———Don’t miss hear me; spiritual gifts are important to 
build the church; but love is more excellent because love 
is the goal of the gifts.  
————The goal is not the gift the goal is loving other 
by means of the gift.  
—————In many churches there are people who have 
gifts that claim to have gifts but those claimed gifts are 
contrary to their lives.  The only love they display is self-
love.  
——————In doing so they miss the point of their gift 
and misuse the gift that God has given them.  
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What Paul does in the first 3 verses here is he gives us 
exaggerated statements or hypotheticals that he does 
not really mean for people to take literally.  
—So, Paul begins with the gift of tongues.  
——This was probably one of, if not the gift that the 
Corinthian church thought was the prized, special, and 
spiritual gifts.   
———So, Paul gives us the first person references as 
hypotheticals.  
————If a person can speak in tongues and maybe 
they can speak in such a way that they can even speak 
the language of the angels but they do it without love; 
they are like a gong solo.  I am not even sure if Michael 
can make that sound good.  
—————What Paul is getting at is that even if a 
person could speak in the most exalted language but 
don’t love; they are like an instrument that is being miss 
used.  
———————No language could be compared with 
the practice of love even if it is a language that speak to 
the angels.  

What are we to understand love to be?  
—We know that God is love but how are we to process 
this love that a person should live out? 
——As we speculate what love is there is no better 
place to go than to the cross.  
———What we see Jesus do on the cross is true love 
poured out.  
————It is a love that He lavishes on all who would 
believe in Him as their Lord and savior no matter how 
unworthy.  
—————It is a love that comes from Christ not on 
merit, or attractiveness but because of Christ nature.  
——————READ: Romans 5:8 (NAS): 8 But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.—
———————This love that Christ give to anyone 
freely is a transforming love.  
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This love that Paul is telling us is a better way is life 
sacrificing love.  
—READ: 1 John 3:16 (NAS):  16 We know love by this, 
that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren.
—READ: John 10:11 (NAS):  11 “I am the good 
shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the 
sheep.
—READ: John 13:34 (NAS): 34 “A new commandment 
I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one another.
—READ: John 15:12 (NAS):  12 “This is My 
commandment, that you love one another, just as I have 
loved you.

2 If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, 
so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I 
am nothing.

Paul now turns to multiple gifts that sound really 
awesome.   
—He continues to use his exaggerated statements here.  
——Paul goes so far as to say that if a person is so 
gifted with prophecy that they know and can understand 
all the mysteries and knowledge (they know all of the 
wisdom human and divine) that exist; but don’t have 
love then that person has nothing.  
———Think about this; if God had all the wisdom and 
knowledge that He has right now but He did not love 
then He would not be God.  
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Paul then moves on to the idea of faith.  
—He is referring to a special exaggerated gift of faith 
that can move mountains.  
——This is a much different context from Jesus talking 
about having mountain moving faith.  
———Jesus context is the faith that all Christians have 
where as, Paul is referring a special gift of faith.  
————This is something that becomes easy for 
people to say, “you don’t have faith like I do.”  
—————But even if they have the gift of mountain-
moving faith but don’t love then they are nothing.   
——————Thomas Schreiner wrote, “Indeed, a 
person is not measured by his or her gifts but by love, 
and without love a person is nothing.  All the person’s 
accomplishments and gifts will be forgotten and are 
quite beside the point.”  

 3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, 
and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do not 
have love, it profits me nothing.

Paul turns from exaggerations of gifts and power to 
things that seem like great feats of love.   
—Paul’s point is that there many that will give to be 
noticed and not give out of love.
——READ: Matthew 6:1 (NAS):  1 “Beware of 
practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed 
by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father 
who is in heaven.
———Jesus actually tells that when we give we should: 
READ: Matthew 6:2 (NAS):  2 “So when you give to the 
poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so 
that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, 
they have their reward in full.
————But Paul helps us understand the heart behind 
our giving. 
—————We should give out of love to the poor; not 
obligation, recognition, or any other motive.  
——————We can give everything we have but not 
have love and it is of no profit.  
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Paul then move to a person who surrenders they body 
to be sacrificed.  
—Schreiner wrote, “Giving up one’s own life may seem 
to be loving, but it is not loving if one does so to boast 
about one’s sacrificial spirit.  Love cannot be restricted to 
actions alone but also has to do with motives and 
intentions.”  
—Morris wrote, “That person (who would give up ones 
life) may be moved by dedication to a high ideal, or by 
pride or the like.  If so, he gains nothing.”  

Conclusion:  

Spurgeon wrote, “If there be no love to God, and no love 
to man, the vital element is wanting.  Whatever sound 
we make if the World of God is not in us, it is a sound 
that has no meaning, conveys no heavenly meaning.”    
—So what should be take from this passage that we 
should apply to our lives?  
——Selfishness should not be our motive in this life but 
it especially not be our motive in the church and the use 
of our gifts.   
———People have all kinds of gifts and they may be 
obscure gifts that don’t receive the recognition that 
tongues, prophecy, or mountain moving faith may; but if 
they are done in love then they are accepted offerings.   
————Lastly, as Spurgeon wrote, “Love is a matter of 
the heart, and if the heart be not right with God, external 
acts, though they are very similar to the highest acts that 
flow from love, are of no service.  God requires the heart 
to be right, and if that be not right, whatever comes out 
of us is not acceptable in his sight.”  
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