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So we are picking back up with our study into 1 Cor. 12. 
—We we started this study in 1 Corinthians I said it was 
because it seems that COVID has disjointed the church 
in America today but I think that it has caused our 
church to become disjointed as well.  
——It is hard when everything that we once use to do is 
taken away.  
———So, we will pick our study back up to see how 
God has gifted each and everyone of us and that our 
gifts should be used to build the church no build us 
individually.  
————Nov. 29th we looked at a survey of spiritual gifts 
that did not represent every spiritual gift but we 
understood from 1 Cor. 12:7-11 that our gifts are from 
God not from ourselves and that our gifts are for the 
good of the kingdom of God.  
—————As we dive into 1 Cor. 12:12-20 there is a 
uniting purpose in this text.  
——————As we work through our passage I want 
you to think about a single word:  one.  It shows up 9 
times in the 9 verse we will look at.  

Passage Begins 

1 Corinthians 12:12–20 (NAS):  12 For even as the 
body is one and yet has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though they are many, are one 
body, so also is Christ.

Paul uses the human body as a way of explaining how a 
church should function.  
—In this explanation is the implication that the diversity 
of the gifts will be give to different people who represent 
different body parts.  
——In order for a body to be a body it has to have many 
members.  
———And as a body is to have many member it must 
have different members.  
————Paul in this verse celebrates that we are all 
different and that there are different pieces to the body.  
—————But Paul is also very quick to point to the fact 
that a body should be united.  
——————And who is it that unties us together?  Is it 
the pastor?  Is it the worship team?  Is it the building?  
No! It is Christ who unites us together.  TALK ABOUT 
PERSONALITY DRIVEN CHURCH.
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What we find from this passage is that this body is not a 
normal body but a body that is headed by the God of the 
universe.  
—As those that are member of he body belong to Christ 
and member of the body show the world Christ.  
——READ: Romans 14:7–8 (NAS):  7 For not one of us 
lives for himself, and not one dies for himself; 8 for if we 
live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; 
therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
——READ: Galatians 2:20 (NAS):  20 “I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave Himself up for me.

13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or 
free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

If you are a believer hopefully you are a part of a local 
body but all believers in Christ are a part of the 
corporate body as a whole.   
—This is something so wonderful as the whole body of 
Christ or the kingdom of God can do so much together.  
——The passage tells us that we are baptized into one 
body no matter were we come from, what we look like, 
who we were before Christ, who are parents are, what 
our social standing is, or anything else.  
———We are all one in Christ and baptized by one 
Spirit and drunk of one Spirit.  
————What does that really mean?  Sounds cool but 
what can we take from that? 
—————What this means is that when you accept 
Christ as your personal Lord and savior as Thomas 
Schreiner wrote, “Jesus Christ is the baptizer and the 
Spirit is the person in which one is plunged at baptism.”  
——————Our baptism in the Spirit is done by Jesus 
and it is done at our conversion.  
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Schreiner continued to say, “At conversion Jesus Christ 
plunges believers into the Holy Spirit, so that they are 
immersed with the Spirit when saved.  In the same way, 
at conversion believers are made to drink of the Spirit: 
they are drenched in the Spirit.  When believer are 
baptized or plunged into the Spirit and made to drink of 
the Spirit, they become part of Christ’s body, the 
church.”  

So we being all baptized into one body, by one Spirit, 
and Jesus doing the baptizing leave no room for 
division.  
—Once again this verse points to the unity that believers 
should have.  
——READ: Galatians 3:28 (NAS): 28 There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there 
is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.
——READ: Colossians 3:9–11 (NAS):  9 Do not lie to 
one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil 
practices,10 and have put on the new self who is being 
renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of 
the One who created him—11 a renewal in which there 
is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised 
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and 
freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.
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 14 For the body is not one member, but many.
 15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am 
not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any 
the less a part of the body.
 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I 
am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason 
any the less a part of the body.

We have to understand that the diversity that God has 
created in the body is not an accident.  
—But the unity that is supposed to exist in the body is 
not an accident either.  
——How do you know if people are really becoming new 
creations in Christ?  Put that together and see if they 
love each other and unite or see if their selfishness 
comes out and they start to become divisive.  
———God created such an amazing plan to used 
diversity and unity in one.  
————It is awesome that we can be so different and 
have such different gifts in each one of us yet be so 
united together.  
—————READ: Romans 12:4–5 (NAS):  4 For just 
as we have many members in one body and all the 
members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who 
are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another.

What was happening in the Corinthian church is what 
happens in our church today.   
—There were members who saw their gifts as not as 
important.  There were others that saw their gifts as 
more important.  
——So what happens when we as the church do not 
realize all member of the body are important and vital for 
ministry?  
———The body suffers.  Every single member of the 
body; every single person is important to the church so 
that the church can function at full capacity for the glory 
of God.  
————Never think that someone else gifts are more 
important than your gifts and never think that your gifts 
are not important to the church.  
—————Every piece of the body is important and 
every believer is important to the church.  
——————READ: Romans 12:3 (NAS):  3 For 
through the grace given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to 
think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God 
has allotted to each a measure of faith.
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So if you are a foot keep the body walking in a manner 
worthy of the gospel.  
—If you are an ear keep the body hearing the voice of 
God.  
——No matter what your function as Mark Taylor wrote, 
“There is no insignificant, unimportant, or 
inconsequential member of the body.”  
———David Garland wrote, “The failure of one little 
valve can shut down the whole bodily system.  The 
implication is that there is no unimportant gift or person 
in the body of Christ.”  

 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the 
hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would 
the sense of smell be?
 18 But now God has placed the members, each one 
of them, in the body, just as He desired.
 19 If they were all one member, where would the 
body be?

Once again we see diversity and variety being important 
to God in these verse.  
—Scheiner wrote, “There is no room for self-promotion, 
for an exclusive spirit denies the unity and diversity of 
the body.”  
——Members of the body have specific functions and 
they can not preform other member of the bodies jobs or 
if they try it will not be as good as if the right member is 
doing the job. 
———Think about this; if the whole body were just one 
piece it would not be a body but a monster.  
————It scares me to think about it but I think many 
churches in America have stopped being bodies and 
have become monsters.  
—————Not representing Christ well at all but hurting 
the witness of christ under the banner of “the body of 
Christ.”  
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Verse 18 helps us to see that God has not just had 
random body parts show up and stick them together. 
—No, God has a plan and a purpose for bring all those 
that are at North Morro Church here.  
——If you are member or an attender at NMC God has 
a purpose for you here.  
———Leon Morris wrote this about the people that 
come to the church, “Every one of them brings out hte 
pointn that God’s care does not extend only to the more 
important and spectacular.  His oversight and creativity 
extend to every member of the body.  He made them all 
just as he wanted them to be (just as he willed).”  
————So this is my peal to you to not try to be 
something that you are not.  
————This is also my peal to be what you really are!  
—————Take an active role in the church.  If you don’t 
like something in the church don’t just walk away make 
an attempt to fix the church. 

We must remember that all of us in the church are still 
broken sinful humans.  
—As much as I would like to be void of sin, it still creeps 
in and entangles me.  
——The church should be working together in unity and 
not division.  
———We should be for one another not against each 
other.  
————We should support each other as best we can 
and correct each other when we need correcting.  
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20 But now there are many members, but one body. Craig Blomberg wrote, “Without the diversity that come 
from specialization of function, one no longer has an 
organism, merely on giant organ, unable to do anything.”  

So, what does this mean for us today?  
—Know that God specifically place you in a body not to 
sit back and watch it work.  There are appendix’s in the 
body of Christ but you are not it.  
——For the body to function properly all the member of 
the body need to be active and functioning.  Are you 
function in the body?  
———Are you utilizing all your gifts and talents to help 
the function of the church?  Or are you using just the 
easy gifts and talents?  
————Do you know that you are of utmost importance 
in the church and that it will not function properly without 
you?  

 
—
—
—
—
—
—
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