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Ps. 118:19-26

In understanding the Psalms we need to know that they are 
considered the writings and are poetic commentary on the 

historical narrative.  This means that there are literal pieces in the 
Psalms and there are figurative pieces in the Psalms.  We also 

see prophecy in the the Psalms telling of the future in the biblical 
narrative.  Interestingly enough the Psalms present us with time 
were they are paradoxical in nature meaning they speak to the 
time that is actually happening right in front of them but also 
speaking about a time that is to come.  This Psalm is one of 
those paradoxical Psalms that help us understand what is 

happening in the historical Israelite context but also points us to 
future events.  We are going to focus this morning on the future 

events.

19 Open to me the gates of 
righteousness;

This is probably a reference to the gates of the temple in 
Jerusalem but thinking about what those gates did.  They only 

allowed the righteous to enter into the temple.  Those that 
entered entered into fellowship with God.  

I shall enter through them, I shall 
give thanks to the Lord. 

20 This is the gate of the Lord;

The righteous will enter through it. This gate that the Psalmist is talking about has many similarities 
to Jesus.   We must understand the gates of righteousness are 
closed to us not by God but by ourselves.  By our ignorance, 
prejudice, sensuality, worldliness, unbelief, and pride God has 
gates of righteousness closed to humanity.  We can not open 
them on our own.  Humanity need help to become righteous in 
Gods eyes.  Jesus takes us into fellowship with with God.  He 
brings us from death to live, from war to peace, and from slaves 
of sin to fellow heirs in the kingdom of God.  Jesus is the way to 
come to the Father to be righteous in His eyes.  Elsewhere, we 
see Jesus called the gate READ: John 10:7-9, “7So Jesus said 
to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not hear them. 9I am the door; if anyone enters 
through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. John 10:7-9 NASB”  The Psalmist may or may not know 
what he is asking when he pleads with God to open the gates of 
righteousness but we know that Jesus is the way, the truth, and 
the life.  He is the righteous one that we enter into a relationship 
with and He covers our sins.  He is the only option to be right 
with God. 
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 The question always comes up around Christmas time whether it 
is curious children or non-believing friends trying to trip us up.  
Why did Jesus have to come?  READ: Matt. 1:18-25, “18Now 
the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary 
had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she 
was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19And Joseph her 
husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to disgrace her, 
planned to send her away secretly. 20But when he had 
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a Son; and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 22Now 
all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 23"Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall 
bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which 
translated means, "God with us." 24And Joseph awoke from his 
sleep and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took 
Mary as his wife, 25but kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a 
Son; and he called His name Jesus.” Matt. 1:18-25.  So why did 
Jesus have to come?  To save people from their sins!  He is the 
righteous One that is the only way to be right with God.  Then 
the as the Psalmist give thanks to God we should as well.

21 I shall give thanks to You, for 
You have answered me,

And You have become my 
salvation. 

We need to grateful that God heard the prayer of His people.  We 
need to be grateful that as 1 John 4:14 says, “God sent the son 
to the be savior of the world.”  God sending His son provided 
salvation for us.  Jesus came because the Father said READ: 
John 6:38, “38For I have come down from heaven, not to do My 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. John 6:38.”  God send 
the Son and Jesus came because the Love the Father has for us.  
Jesus came in the name of God so that all men would hear that 
God loves them enough to send His one and only Son.  

22 The stone which the builders 
rejected
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Has become the chief corner 
stone. 

Jesus comes and as we get ahead of Christmas here we see that 
Christ was rejected by those He came to save.  What man 
rejected, God accepted.  See Jesus was not accepted by 
humanity because humanity is not good.  Humanity is evil in our 
hearts. READ: Eph. 2:1-3,”1And you were dead in your 
trespasses and sins, 2in which you formerly walked according to 
the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience. 3Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts 
of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. Eph. 
2:1-3.”  See God is good though.  God knowing that humanity 
has messed up from almost the beginning and that we will 
continue to be sinful all the day of this life still sent the Son to be 
born of a virgin and to dwell among humanity.  God is good He 
know we would put His Son to but sent Him anyway because that 
is how we have peace with Him once again. 

READ: Luke 2:8-14, “8In the same region there were some 
shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they 
were terribly frightened. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not 
be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which 
will be for all the people; 11for today in the city of David there 
has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there appeared with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14"Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men 
with whom He is pleased.”Luke 2:8-14.”  The angels speak the 
this truth that is so easily read right over.  Sometimes we think it 
is just angel speak but what they say is such an amazing truth.  
“On earth peace among men with whom He is pleased,” those of 
us that have accepted Christ as our Lord and savior, those who 
serve Christ as their king, those that love God more than their 
own life, and love others as themselves peace has come on this 
earth for humanity.  This is what Jesus birth signifies.  This is 
what God full of love, mercy, and grace has done for us and all 
who give their life to God.  Humanity rejected Jesus because He 
is good and the human condition before Christ is anything but 
good.  

23 This is the Lord’s doing;
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It is marvelous in our eyes. The Psalms take the words out of my mouth.  This can only be 
done by God and it is just absolutely marvelous.  We need to 
thing about that corner stone which is Christ.  The corner of a 
building is the place that 2 walls meet.  The corner is the union/
the thing that joins what is separate.  He is the corner that joins 
God and man once again.  He is the only one that can complete 
this task.  Jesus restored harmony where sin separated as 
Spurgeon says, “Yes, He was, and He is, the Corner Stone 
between earth and heaven.  READ: Eph. 2:19-22, “So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints, and are of God's household, 20having been built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, 21in whom the whole building, 
being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, 
22in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of 
God in the Spirit.

24 This is the day which the Lord 
has made;

Let us rejoice and be glad in it. This day that the Psalmist is talking about would have been a day 
where the Israelites would have had a great victory.  It is a day 
when God’s enemies are defeated.  this is a good day and should 
be rejoiced.  For us on this side of the cross we can look at 
everyday as the day that the Lord has made and rejoice and be 
glad because Jesus coming and being born, living life as God has 
called all humanity to live, dying, and being resurrected has 
defeated any enemy of God once and for all.  By Christ coming 
and living His life as He did, He defeated any human enemy, 
robbed death of it’s sting, robbed the grave of it’s victory, and 
triumphed over Satan and his minions.  Christ opened the prison 
and freed the slave of sin through His life.  READ: 1 Thess.
5:16-18, “Rejoice always; 17pray without ceasing; 18in 
everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NASB.”  We have much to rejoice 
about and much to be glad about.  It all starts with Jesus being 
born of a virgin and in humble means.

25 O Lord, do save, we beseech 
You;
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O Lord, we beseech You, do send 
prosperity! 

Hosanna!!! Is the word used.  Lord save us!!! Hosanna meaning 
is a cry to God to help.  John Piper explain that there is a shift in 
the meaning of hosanna from the Psalmist day to Jesus.  Piper 
says, “But something happened to that phrase, hoshiya na. The 
meaning changed over the years. In the psalm it was 
immediately followed by the exclamation: "Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord!" The cry for help, hoshiya na, 
was answered almost before it came out of the psalmist's mouth. 
And over the centuries the phrase hoshiya na stopped being a cry 
for help in the ordinary language of the Jews. Instead it became 
a shout of hope and exultation. It used to mean, "Save, please!" 
But gradually, it came to mean, "Salvation! Salvation! Salvation 
has come!" It used to be what you would say when you fell off 
the diving board. But it came to be what you would say when you 
see the lifeguard coming to save you! It is the bubbling over of a 
heart that sees hope and joy and salvation on the way and can't 
keep it in.  So "Hosanna!" means, "Hooray for salvation! It's 
coming! It's here! Salvation! Salvation!”   

26 Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord;

Jesus came in the name of the Lord mean that Jesus came 
because the Father sent Him.  Jesus came to do the will of the 
Father and to glorify the Father.  When people understand who 
Jesus really is this is the response He gets.  READ: Mark 
11:9-10, “.... 9Those who went in front and those who followed 
were shouting: “Hosanna!  Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord; 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David; Hosanna in the highest!” Mark 11:8-10 NASB.”   

We have blessed you from the 
house of the Lord.

Bless Him.  Praise Him, exalt Him, and worship Him as He 
deserves to be.   

Psalms 118:19-26 NASB
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